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Newsletter 25th October 2018

Dear Parent/Carer
We have reached the end of a long half term and I think it is safe to say that everyone, both students
and staff, are looking forward to the holiday. It has been a good start to the school year, with lots going
on. I have been able to visit quite a few of our local primary schools over recent weeks, which has been
a great way to get to know the community better and, as always, I have been made to feel most
welcome.
As mentioned in my previous letter, there is a meeting regarding behaviour and the My Child At School
(MCAS) portal on Wednesday, 14th November at 7 pm. Please email diane.atkinson@thirskschool.org if
you would like to attend.
Similarly the PTA has met for a second time and we are intending to run a ‘pie and peas race night’ on
Friday, 25th January 2019 – more details to follow after half term. If you are interested in attending the
next PTA meeting, it will be on Wednesday, 28th November 2018 at 6 pm.
As this year marks the World War One centenary, we will be holding a day of activities to
commemorate the occasion. This will include lessons related to the event, different from the normal
school day and finishing with the Last Post and a two-minute silence. No doubt in our next newsletter
we will be able to share some photographs and feedback of the day, which I am sure is going to be a
great experience for us all.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy half term holiday. As we turn the clocks
back one hour this weekend I think it is safe to say that we will all look forward to that extra hour in
bed! It is a time of excitement for most young people, with Halloween and Bonfire night so close
together and then the run up to Christmas. If you are enjoying any Bonfire festivities this half term
please remember to consult The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents website for the usual
safety guidance https://www.rospa.com/home-safety/advice/fireworks-safety

Best wishes for a great holiday.
Emma Lambden
Headteacher
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School News
Horse of the Year Show
Congratulations to Alice Binks in Year 7, who qualified with her show hunter
pony for the Horse of the Year Show, which she took part in earlier this month.
She did extremely well and out of twenty competitors in her class from all over
the UK she was placed fifth.

Business Friends
The “Business Friends” of Thirsk School and Sixth Form College are a group of local businesses with
close links to the school with the aim of:
1. Providing work experience and guidance for students interested in relevant professions;
2. Advertising part time, full time or apprenticeship positions to our willing and hard-working
students.
3. Providing mentoring for students who wish to embark on a career within relevant professions.
If you wish to be involved, please email Mr Pentland at gordon.pentland@thirskschool.org and you can
be included on the next group email.

Three Peaks Fundraising
A huge well done to three of our students, Patrick, George and Ivan Mellor,
who recently completed the Yorkshire Three Peaks challenge, raising over
£1500 for the Tees Valley Youth Orchestra. All three brothers play for the
orchestra.

Year 9 poetry
On Sunday October 7 a lecture about the life of war poet Wilfred Owen took place at the Quaker
Meeting House in Thirsk. Owen had close local links, and wrote some of his poetry in Ripon Cathedral.
Several of our Y9 students produced some superb poems of their own in their English lessons to
support the evening. Their poetry was about using the idea of the poppy to create their own emblem of
remembrance and produced some wonderful work. Well done to all the students whose work will be
included in an exhibition called "Healing the Wounds of War" in November in Thirsk Museum and St.
Mary’s Church, Thirsk to commemorate the centenary of the end of World War One.
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Sports Teams
The Year 7/8 rugby team took part in their first Rugby tournament yesterday and performed really well
with standout contributions from Sam Powell and Will Kelly.
Both the Year 8 and 9 boys football teams have made it through to the next round of the national cup.
The year 8s beat Hurworth 5-2 and play Richmond in the next round. The year 9s beat Boroughbridge
7-1 and will play Ripon Grammar in the next round. The girls combined Year 8 and 9 team beat Skipton
7-3 and will play St John Fisher in the next round of the national cup.
Congratulations to our Under-19 girls netball players who are area champions, beating Stokesley by one
goal to win!
Our Under-16 girls are runners up in the area hockey rally, after a close final against Cundall Manor,
which had to be decided by penalty flicks. Cundall won 10-9 on penalty flicks.

SEN Competition
Every term students who are regular users of our
Support Unit in F8 have a chance to develop their
literacy and artistic skills by creating posters on a
variety of curriculum-related themes. This month
eight students participated in our F8 Competition
to devise a poster related to the book they have
recently read or studied in class. The reviews they
wrote cover works of literature from a variety of
genres. Members of the SEN team are acting as
judges and will ultimately choose our three lucky
winners. Every contestant's efforts will be rewarded by Mrs A Nowinska, who will announce the
results after half term and hand out the
well-deserved prizes. Good luck everyone!

Student Investor Challenge
Teams of four in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 have begun to compete in the nationwide student investor
competition which runs until January 2019. With £100,000 of virtual money to invest in the stock
market, they have to decide which shares are worth buying and when to sell them to maximise the
return on their investment. Overall competition winners can win an all expenses paid educational trip
to New York. For more information, see studentinvestor.org. If you would like to compete, see Miss
Spragg with your team of four and a team name by Weds 14th November 2018.
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Cleveland Way
Two of our sixth formers, Ben McLoughlin and Alfie Dickson, decided to put their summer break to good
use, raising money for Cancer Research along the way. Ben tells us about it in his own words:
It was coming to the end of the summer holidays when my friend, Alfie Dickson, and I were running
out of things to do. Then, excitedly, we came up with the idea of doing a challenge to raise some money
for charity. What challenge can be enjoyed more than walking along the Yorkshire coast in bright,
shining weather with your best friend and your families’ support along the way?
Our challenge, the Cleveland Way, is a 110-mile walk through the
most beautiful British countryside and coast. The walk begins at
Helmsley and swoops round to the White Horse, then a quick dash up
north turning east at Roseberry Topping before the final stretch right
along the coastal path from
Saltburn to Filey. Because we wanted a challenge, we fit the walk into
five days, but after the first day we had gained five blisters between us
and had soggy boots. However, ‘We’ll reach the end soon enough,’ we
kept saying. Absolutely we did, to everyone’s amazement. We learned
that when your feet get to a point when they hurt so much, the pain
‘disappears’ and once you reach this point, nothing can stop you.
Over the whole walk, there wasn’t one second when we stopped smiling, laughing and making
memories. This was definitely the highlight of my summer holiday and I’m already looking forward to
next year’s challenge.

Drama Kit—Message from Mrs Dickson, Head of Performing Arts
It is with regret that I now have to inform parents that if their child does not have a black t-shirt for
drama lessons after half term they will be placed in school detention. I have communicated this
information to the students. If your child wishes to keep their t shirt in school I can provide a safe place
for the garment to be stored. If there is a problem getting a plain black t shirt then please contact Mrs
Dickson (Head of Performing Arts). The decision has not been taken lightly but the continued disruption
to the start of the lesson by the few affects the learning time of other students who are equipped to the
lesson.

Musicians on Tour
Our musicians are going on tour to Germany over the half-term break,
visiting Koblenz to perform three concerts in three different venues. You can
follow their progress on Twitter and Facebook, and then come and hear
their welcome home concert on Tuesday 6th November at 7pm in the hall.
Admission is free, refreshments will be served.
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Health and Social Care Work Experience
Our Key Stage 5 Health and Social Care students have been arranging their own work experience, ready
to start after October half term. Taking part in work experience is compulsory whilst studying Health
and Social Care at Thirsk Sixth Form College, and student timetables can support them to be able to
gain this valuable experience. Work experience has the advantages of:

Being able to apply your knowledge and skills to the workplace to enhance understanding of
material
•
Allows you to apply your theory to real life care practices, which will undoubtedly improve your
application in examinations and help you achieve the higher marks
•
Build knowledge, skills and experience of working in the Health and Social Care sector
•
You will develop transferable skills such as communication, professionalism, team working and
independent working that can be applied to other careers and courses
•
The school will pay your DBS check
•
You will have excellent experiences to reflect upon in interviews to help you stand out from the
crowd in competitive careers or further study courses
•
You will have valuable evidence to draw upon for your UCAS or job personal statement to help
make your applications successful.
If you have any queries on the above, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Fletcher, Head of Health
and Social Care.

Fundraising Fortnight
The last two weeks have been ‘Fundraising Fortnight’ in the sixth
form, with students finding lots of creative ways of raising
money to provide a Christmas party for senior citizens in the local
community. Initiatives have included ‘Work Wear Wednesday’,
with sixth formers coming to college in business dress in
exchange for a donation, a staff car wash, a special breakfast for
staff, a prize draw and a treasure hunt for younger students.

Morning drop-off
In the morning the entrance to the school can get very busy, and many parents come onto to the site
and use the loop in front of reception to drop their children off. Can we respectfully remind parents to
observe the 5 mph speed limit? We advise all our children arriving and leaving the site, by foot or
bicycle, how to do so safely and would ask that you also talk to your children about this too and remind
them of the need for care and vigilance, as well as observing the safe crossing areas.
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County Music Ensembles 2019
Students who play a musical instrument to the standard detailed below are invited to apply to the
County Music Ensembles.
North Yorkshire has ensembles for all young musicians:
County Concert Orchestra – Year 6+, Grade 3+
County Youth Choir – Year 7+, don’t need to be having voice lessons
County Guitar Ensemble – Year 7+, Grade 3+
County Youth Orchestra – Year 7+, Grade 5+ - Conductor Simon Wright
County Brass/Saxophone/Big Band – Year 7+, Grade 6+ - by audition only. Please contact Chris Hirst for
audition piece: Christopher.hirst@northyorks.gov.uk
To find out more or to apply, visit
http://www.northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk/ensembles/county-youth-ensembles/
Hairspray
Hairspray rehearsals are well under way, with a stellar cast in place!
The following students take on the roles as the Principal Cast - they earned their place through
auditions and impressed the Performing Arts Team.
Tracey Turnblad
Corny Collins
Edna Turnblad
Penny Pingleton
Prudy Pingleton
Velma Von Tussle
Amber Von Tussle
Link Larkin
Seaweed J Stubbs
Little Inez
Motormouth Maybelle
Wilbur Turnblad

Dulcie Webster Jones
Charlie Nicholson
Alex Gardiner
Eva Foggin
Molly Towse
Jessica Coates
Oona Webster Jones
Alfie Dickson
Ben Mcloughlin
Laura Carney
Madi Banthorpe
Wilf Tomlinson

Rehearsals after half term continue on a Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes and we will start on a
Wednesday in the first week back from 3.50-5.00 (this will change to later times in January in the run up
to the show). You can follow their antics on the Drama and Music Twitter pages.
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Enrichment Day

On Friday 9th November Thirsk School and Sixth Form College will pay its respects to the seventeen
million people that died in the First World
War. During the day all lessons will be
based on tasks that commemorate the
hundredth anniversary of the end of this
conflict, educating students about war
and asking them to reflect upon its
impact.
In planning this day we have involved a
large number of individuals and groups,
such as the British Army, the British
Legion and the Quakers, and we are
extremely grateful for their support and
hard work.
Whilst this is not a normal school day, we
would ask that students attend school in
uniform. This is in order to show respect to the fallen at the ceremonies that will take place. Students
should also bring in their PE kit, so that they can take part in some military drills and exercises that
reflect what new recruits had to do in 1914. On the day the kitchen will be serving a menu that is
inspired by the rations of a hundred years ago, and we highly recommend that students take the
opportunity to eat in the dining room.
The nature of the First World War was such that it involved everybody in society. It is therefore
extremely likely that all of our family histories were affected in some way by the conflict. Before the 9th
November I would therefore like to encourage you all to see what you can find out about your own
family’s involvement and share it with your son/daughter. For one of the art projects on the day we are
using images of soldiers from the war, and if any of you are able to share photos that you may have,
then we would be extremely grateful.
If you have any issues, ideas or concerns regarding this day, then please do not hesitate to contact Mr
Pentland at gordon.pentland@thirskschool
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PE Department Extra-Curricular Activities October– Christmas

All clubs are free and open to everyone

Lunchtime

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

After school



Netball – all years – Sports Hall



Football – all years – Astro Turf



This Girl Can (Girls only club) Gym



Basketball—Sports Hall



Yrs 7/8 Football - Fields



GCSE PE Revision – A1





BTEC Sport Catch up – D19

Badminton Smash Up – Sports
Hall



Yoga – Gym



Yr 8 Indoor Football League



Gymnastics – Gym –



Trampolining – Sports Hall



Indoor Hockey – Sports Hall



Hockey – All Years – Astro



Rugby – All years – Fields



6th Form Football – Fields



Dodgeball – Gym –



Netball – All years



Yr 7 Indoor Football league –
Sports Hall



GCSE PE Intervention – A1



Football Yrs 9/10/11 – Fields



Dodgeball – Gym



Basketball – All years – Sports
Hall



Girls Football – All Years – Fields
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Dates for Your Diary


Fri 26th October—Staff training day. Students do not attend
school.



Fri 26th October—Music tour departs to Germany (returning
31st October)



Tue 6th November, 7pm—Music tour homecoming concert



Friday 9th November—World War One centenary enrichment
day



Wednesday 14th November, 7pm—Behaviour and My Child at
School meeting



Thursday 15th November—Sixth Form Open Evening 6pm-8pm



Wednesday 21st November, 6.30pm—Presentation Evening for
GCSE class of 2018



Wednesday 28th November, 6pm—PTA meeting
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