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Newsletter 26th November 2018

Dear Parents/Carers,
Is it too early to wish you all Season’s Greetings in the first newsletter since half term? But as the
Christmas lights have now been switched on and we have put the school Christmas tree up in the hall,
the reality is that it’s not far away.
So far this term, we have had the wonderful WW1 celebrations. It was also wonderful to attend the
Sowerby Remembrance Service where the Head and Deputy Head Boys laid a wreath. Over 70 parents
attended our ‘Behaviour Evening’ which was a great success and we thank you for your support.
As a school, we are beginning to gear up for the festive season. It is the time of year when we put on
the wonderful party for the senior citizens of our community – this event is on Thursday, 6th December.
Please contact Mr Pentland if you know of a relative or neighbour who would like an invitation.

There is no better way of getting in the seasonal mood than our delightful ‘Christmas Words and Music’;
everyone is welcome to attend and enjoy, from 7 pm on Tuesday, 11th December in the Main Hall.
In school, our catering team will be putting on a splendid Christmas Dinner on Wednesday, 19th and
Thursday, 20th December during which Mr Pierce-Williams will be providing musical entertainment.
We want to enjoy a really ‘Christmassy’ atmosphere and so on THURSDAY, 20th DECEMBER, we will
have a ‘Christmas Accessory Day’ and encourage the students to attend in whatever festive style they
prefer, but as an addition to their uniform e.g. decorative adornments, Christmas jumpers, antler
headbands, etc. The suggested donation is £1 and this can be paid on ParentPay www.parentpay.com.
If you encounter any difficulties, please contact the Finance Office. The money raised will be split
between the school and Save the Children.
(And, if you can face thinking about it now – the students return to school after the Christmas break on
Tuesday, 8th January 2019.)
Finally, I think all that is left to be said is 29 more sleeps to Christmas Day!
Emma Lambden
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Sport News
Football
Our football teams continue to do a brilliant job representing the school.
Our Year 8 boys football team played in the third round of the national cup against Richmond last week,
losing 4-3, and in the second round of the North Yorkshire cup against Ripon Grammar school on Friday
the 23rd of November. You can read a match report by Year 8 Ben Kelly later in the newsletter.
The year 9 boys team won through to the next round of the area cup beating Stokesley last week. The
stand-out performer was Toby Crawford, who managed to score four goals. They are also still in the
National competition where they face a school from Newcastle in the next round.
Both the girls Year 8 and Year 9 teams are due to play their first round fixtures in the county cup in the
coming weeks. They play Barlby high school and South Craven high school respectively.
Gymnastics
Fleur Moye in Year 8 recently took part in the English Gymnastics Championships,
where she placed 22nd out of 40 competitors in her category. This is a very impressive
achievement, particularly as she was competing in the Senior (age 13-18) category, and
was therefore one of the youngest competitors.

Rugby
The Year 8 boys rugby team played well in the area tournament which took place at
Thirsk Athletic club this week. There were some standout performances from Seamus Timmons and Cian
Winter.
Cross Country
In the area cross country championships the Year 8 boys did very well and amassed a total of 40 points,
and we are waiting to find out what position they finished. A big well done to both Amelie Winter,
who finished first in the Year 7 girls race, and Cian Winter who finished second in the year 8 boys race.
Hockey
Our Under-16 indoor hockey team travelled Bradford for the North East championships on Thursday
15th November. They won their first two games convincingly 7-0 and 4-1. Despite losing their third
group game they qualified for the semi-finals, where they were unfortunately beaten by the eventual
winners of the competition. To be semi finalist in a North East of England competition is fantastic so well
done to all involved.
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Year 8 Boys Football: Thirsk vs Richmond
By Ben Kelly, Year 8

Following an unbeaten start to the year Mr McKendry’s Year 8s travelled to Richmond in the national
cup. They will have arrived in good spirit as their super start had included victories over Hurworth,
Ripon Outwood and Easingwold.
The game started in foggy conditions, which made visibility difficult, and a lapse in concentration led to
Richmond’s opener as a high corner was swung in and a bullet header flew into the roof of the net. Pacy
striker Will Kelly was a real danger in the minutes that followed after that but he found the Richmond
keeper in good form and saw an early effort well saved.
Thirsk were the more dominant team in the first half but were unable to take chances and couldn't
break apart the defence. At half time Richmond were a goal up and with the odds were in the hosts’
favour.
Any chances of progression were slowly slipping away, and when a header fro m another corner trickled
into the bottom corner spirits were low. However a burst of pace from the influential Will Kelly sent the
clinical striker through on goal and he finished with aplomb to give Thirsk desperately needed
momentum.
This momentum spurred the away side on and after a good run from George Somerville he set Callum
Bleanch in and he calmly gave Thirsk the equaliser; suddenly it was Richmond on the ropes and Thirsk
were out to exploit it.
However the jubilation wouldn't last as a dogged performance from Thirsk looked as it may be in vain
after a save from Jake Duncalf rebounded to Cian Winter whose clearance smacked into the Richmond
striker and the ball bobbled into the net: a fourth goal for Richmond.
However a determined Thirsk battled on, Sam Aitken seeing his shot superbly cleared off the line. A last
desperate attack for Thirsk ended with a roar of determination as Harry Scott finished a difficult chance;
unfortunately it wasn't to be and Thirsk found themselves out of the cup in a game to be remembered
for what might have been for Thirsk.
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Music Tour to Germany
During half term our musicians went on tour to the
Rhineland in Germany, performing at venues in and around
the city of Koblenz. Students from Years 8-13 took part,
playing and singing in a variety of venues over three days.
You can read a full and colourful write-up by Mr Dickson on
our Facebook page, but here are a few thoughts from him on
the value of these trips and on the Music education we offer:
The pleasure of these tours is for students to enjoy
fellowship, a little culture, some independence and travel,
but the genesis of these, and the unifying feature, is the
sustained opportunity to focus on music and musical
development. We do have so many talented young people and it is always a joy to see their progress
over three intense days. It contributes to the longer term progress over months and years learning
alongside Mrs Dickson, Mr Pierce-Williams and Mrs Stimson in the department and the band of
instrumental staff who support them. And musical development very often goes hand in hand with
all the other good stuff we wish and hope for our children.

Sixth Form Evening of the Arts
On Thursday 13th December at 7pm Thirsk Sixth Form present ‘An Evening of the Arts’, featuring
the Sixth Form Drama group performing ‘Anna, Alone’, as well as Ben McLoughlin and Alfie Dickson
singing, music from the Laurelles and spoken word from alumnus Aidan Tulloch. There will also be a
display of Art from Thirsk School Art Department. Tickets are available on the door for £4.
My Child at School
My Child at School (MCAS) will be launching shortly. This is an online portal for parents that
enables you to view your child's performance at school in real-time, via the web. The facility allows
you to access your child's attendance, behaviour points, termly and annual reports and more. You
no longer need to wait for communications to be sent out, you can check whenever you want for
the latest available information about your child. A letter is being sent home with more
information.
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Work Experience in Germany
One of our Year 13 students, Sam, recently organised a work placement in Germany in a local brewery, a
fantastic opportunity, which he made the most of.
Read his account of it in his own words:
Earlier this year I applied to do a week’s work experience in
Germany through the Goethe Institute in London. The
Goethe Institute is a network of organisations that aim to
encourage people of all ages to learn German through a
variety of ways such as courses, internships and work
experience placements. I was lucky enough to be successful
in
gaining a fully-funded place on the trip along with 22 other
sixth form students from around the UK.
The week before October half term I flew out from London
Heathrow to Frankfurt airport, and then travelled two hours south to arrive at a beautiful and historic
town of Schwäbisch Hall, which has around 40,000 inhabitants. Our work placements were allocated
randomly, and I was fortunate to gain my placement in the local brewery which was a twenty-minute
walk from the accommodation that we were staying in.
I learned a lot about how the brewery worked, the problems they face on a day to day basis, and the
distribution of the drinks right the way across the state of Baden-Wüttermberg. I was thrown in the deep
end and found myself in a completely different culture and overwhelmed with all of the opportunities I got
to experience from being there. When I wasn’t at my placement, we went on a variety of trips out in the
town and did a range of activities such as watching the local school’s production and playing mini-golf. I
was even fortunate enough to meet the mayor of Schwäbisch Hall and appear in a news report on local
television. During my work placement, a journalist from the local newspaper came in and interviewed me
about my life back at home and all the things I enjoyed about being on the placement and in Schwäbisch
Hall in general. She then wrote an article about me and published it the next week.
Overall, I feel very fortunate to have gone on this trip, and I am very grateful for the opportunities that I
was able to gain whilst abroad. I feel like my German improved tremendously over the week and I now
feel more confident when speaking. Although I was very much out of my comfort zone and was doing
something out of the ordinary, I thoroughly enjoyed my time there and I will remember the trip for the
rest of my life.
Sam Acheson, Year 13
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Splendid Productions
On Wednesday 14th November the school were lucky enough to
work with Splendid Productions, a company who are in their
fifteenth year of working with schools. Mrs Stimson is also lucky
enough to have seen all their productions in schools. The company
of 3 performed an amazing production of 'Oresteia' - a Greek
Tragedy. It was a brilliant mix of comedic and serious drama, loved
by the GCSE Drama groups and some Year 9s who were invited
along.

HPV Vaccinations
Reminder for parents of Year 8 girls: the HPV vaccination is being offered to all 12 and 13 year old girls
in Year 8. You can give consent online for your daughter to have the vaccination, details have been sent
home on how to do this.

GCSE and A-level Art work
Students (or ex-students) of Art and Design who were in Year 11 or Year 13 students last year—your
artwork will be available to collect from the Art Department from 4th December. Work can be
collected during lunch time (12.10-1.10pm) or after 3.40pm on Wednesdays.

Poetry
Aidan Tulloch, who left Thirsk Sixth Form College in the summer and is
now studying English at Cambridge University, recently won a national
poetry competition for Remembrance Day. He was presented his award
by poet laureate Carol Ann Duffy, who then read his poem to the
audience. He won £100 and we as a school also receive £100 in prize
money as he was our student at the time of entering.
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Upper School Presentation Evening
November 22nd 2018 saw the celebration evening of 'Class of
2018'. This was an opportunity for all of the former year 11s who
were awarded their GCSEs in 2018 to return to school to celebrate
that success. With Mrs Stimson as host and Mr Pierce Williams
co-hosting, the evening was a lovely event with many current and
former students returning. It was a great turnout of students and
family, and of course staff to award the subject prizes. Miss
Lambden started the evening by commenting on the challenge of
change and the climate of education, but most importantly offered
thanks - to the students and to their parents. As part of the
proceedings Mrs Stimson had invited Thirsk veteran Ionica Adriana
as guest speaker. Ionica is currently presenting on BBC Radio York,
as well as preparing for her annual stint in panto. With a fabulous
CV of work behind her Ionica presented with such care and warmth about her journey and the messages she would want to impart to this generation. Her message of
believing in yourself, hard work and dedication was received with a generous round of applause and
wonderful comments from all.
A full list of prizes and recipients can be found on our website.
Well done Class of 2018.

Senior Citizens Christmas Party
Our Sixth Form is about to send out invitations to the elderly of our community for our annual event.
This is a meal, raffle, show and party based at school and is run entirely by our Sixth Form students.
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have a relative or neighbour that you would like us to invite.
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Thirsk School Remembers - World War One Enrichment Day

On Friday 9th November the whole of our school gathered
at the end of a powerful, emotive and sensitive enrichment
day. We gathered to pay our respects and to commemorate
the centenary of the armistice.
The students were impressive in their conduct and
engagement throughout the day, not least when they all
gathered at the end of the day. Behaviour was perfect and
hopefully your child shared with you some of the activities
and stories of the day.
Some of our student journalists put together a copy of the
school newspaper, The Falcon, produced on the day, that
highlights some of these events. It can be downloaded from
our website. For those of you who have already been emailed a copy of ‘The Falcon’ we must offer a
correction and apology: on the final page we stated that the Last Post had been played by Zoe Treasure. It
was in fact Zoe Thornton. Our apologies for this error, which has now been corrected.
Students from Service families visited Ripon Cathedral, along with nearly 700 military children from across
North Yorkshire and the City of York. Other guests included the Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Mr Richard
Compton, Garrison Commander Col Joe Jordan and Wing Commander Richard Newbould from RAF Leeming
as well as senior leaders from North Yorkshire County Council, and military and civic partners.
We would also like to thank several people who made the day possible:
Mr Andrew Thornton, WWI battlefield guide and inspiration behind the structure of the day.
Mr Geof Sewell of Thirsk Quakers who spent the day with us giving a personal story.
Cpl Case & LCpl Sparrow of the 6 Regiment who came in all day to do military drills.
Mrs Sharon Morrison and the canteen team who did army-style rations at lunch.
Reverend Derek Simpson vicar of St Mary’s Church and his team who provided a reflection room.
Mr David Tucker and Mr Billings of St Oswald’s Church who spoke to our students and allowed them to
use the biographies of the Sowerby men from WWI.
Finally, very special thanks to Colin Northridge from the Royal British Legion who delivered the final
session, the act of remembrance.
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PE Department Extra-Curricular Activities October– Christmas

All clubs are free and open to everyone

Lunchtime

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

After school



Netball – all years – Sports Hall





This Girl Can (Girls only club) Gym

Football – all years , boys and
girls– Astro Turf



Basketball—Sports Hall



Badminton Smash Up – Sports
Hall



Yrs 7/8 Football - Fields



GCSE PE Revision – A1



Yr 8 Indoor Football League



Gymnastics – Gym –



Trampolining – Sports Hall



Indoor Hockey – Sports Hall



Hockey – All Years – Astro



Rugby – All years – Fields



6th Form Football – Fields



BTEC Sport Catch up – D19



Dodgeball – Gym –



Netball – All years



Girls Football—all years—Fields



GCSE PE Intervention – A1



Basketball—all years – Sports
Hall



Dodgeball – Gym



Y7 Indoor Foorball – Sports Hall



Football Yrs 9/10/11 – Fields
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Dates for Your Diary


Mon 3rd December—Non-contact day. Students do not attend
school



Thu 6th December—Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party



Tue 11th December, 7pm—Christmas Words and Music



Thu 13th December, 7pm—Sixth Form Evening of the Arts



Thu 20th December—Christmas Accessory day, £1 suggested
donation



Fri 21st December—End of term. School finishes at 12.20pm



Mon 7th January 2019—Staff training day. Students do not
attend school



Tue 8th January—Year 11 and 13 mock exams begin

