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The Falcon 1918
Welcome to the Falcon

Welcome to this very special edition of the Falcon Newspaper.
In this edition we shall explore the enrichment day held on the 9th of November
to commemorate Armistice Day (11/11).
Today, the students split into many groups of varying year groups, with each
group being delegated to differing tasks, which changed every period.
We, however, are the journalists. We were writing all day.
Today strengthens feelings of togetherness and camaraderie.
Today is an effort to remember dreadful times with slightly less dreadful activities.
Today has been more powerful a lesson than any classroom could provide, most
likely due to the fact that we are involved; we are there. We are taking part, and
the effort that takes realises the events of that frightful time, over 100 years ago.
A time that, should there be any luck in the world, will never be repeated. A time
that should never be forgotten…
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Quick March!
By Jacob, Chloe, Alanah and Iona

On the back yard, we witnessed students performing marching drills
under the watchful eye of an Army instructor named Wayne.
Wayne has served for 13 years, and is eleven days from retirement (at
the time of writing). He gained a teaching and instructing mechanics
degree during his time in the Army; he can fix almost any land
vehicle, as well as installing AC in buildings, a skill that would be
useful around the school! He also
gained a qualification in first aid, so
he can also be a field medic, should
the need arise.
Wayne joined the army because he
felt he could make a difference in the
world, and he wanted to make the
world a better place. After 13 years,
Wayne feels he has achieved his
goal.
Another veteran who wants to make a difference in the world is our
very own Mr Holmes. What initiated his recruitment process into the
Army was the fact that his friend joined up with him, and the armed
forces seemed exciting to him. He also wanted to get his driving
licences. You see; Mr Holmes wanted to be a trucker! So, why become
a teacher, when your heart is set on trucking?

Well, in the army, Mr Homes realised that he was making a
difference, and that teaching would allow him to continue doing so.
I don’t know about you, but I really respect teachers who get into the
profession due to a desire to positively impact the lives of students.
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Art
By Eloise, Abi, Jed and Matthew

Art had a big impact on the people of this country during the First
World War. The recruitment posters all had some form of inspiring
art on them. One American example
had a picture of a man nicknamed
“Uncle Sam” stamping on the Kaiser.
The words read “Help Uncle Sam stamp
out the Kaiser”.
Thirsk School’s own art project was to
draw poppies on the
back of photocopies of
old letters. Once they
were finished they
turned the letters into paper chains.
The students in this session said that the session was
interesting in the
sense that it was a
creative way of
learning about the
topic. They also thought that it was
a different type of learning to what
they do on a normal school day.
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Veteran Video
By Isaac

A veteran is someone who has served but is no longer serving in the
armed forces.
Students watched a video about a man
who fought in World War 1. It was a very
sad film with uplifting moments. The
veteran survived the war and it was filmed
after the end of the First World War.
The video was about his experience of
World War One and about all the
hardships he had faced. When going over
the top of the trenches he fell into the mud
and nearly suffocated to death he said to
himself ‘if this is death then I guess it’s not
too bad’. However he was saved and carried back on a stretcher. He
had to have an operation to save his life but was soon returned to his
girlfriend, who was soon to be his wife, who had written to him every
day since the start of the war.

Letters from the Front
By Isaac, Caitlin and Olivia

Students took part in an activity, which included a video of letters
that had been sent from the front line.
We spoke to two students, one
being in Year 7 and one in year 10,
and they said it gave them time to
reflect and remember the people
who fought on the frontline. The
year 7 said that it was a good
opportunity to remember the
people who fought for us during
the war. The year 10 student said that he respected their sacrifices.
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Blackadder ‘Goodbyeee’
By Isaac, Caitlin and Olivia

In the first session a group of different aged students and sixth
formers aged between 11 and 18, watch the Blackadder TV show
‘Goodbyeee’. It is the last episode of the Blackadder series and is a
mixture of comedy and sadness.
It is about World War One and the devastation it caused. It has 3
main characters who are all trying to escape because they know if
they go ‘over the top’ they will die. The main character Blackadder
tries to act insane, but his attempt failed and all the main characters
died in the end.
A Year 9 said ‘it was a humorous
explanation of what really happened’.
The story ends with the group going
over the top on Christmas day and
being shot down by the enemy. Eleanor
Fountain (Year 9) said ‘Yes, it helped us
understand the basics of World War
One through a humorous perspective,
although towards the end, there was a
sense of it “being very real” when they
die.’
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Family links
By Seb

We discovered that two of our
students, Harriet and Charlie, are
related to the last surviving veteran
of World War One and World War
Two, Claude Choules.
Seb interviewed Harriet about her
ancestor.
SEB: Who was Claude Choules?
HARRIET: He was my ancestor who
went into the war when he was 14,
and at the age of 15 he was a British Born Seaman.

He was the last person who fought in The First World War to die,
(2011) and he also a fighting soldier in the Second World War. He
moved to Australia to enjoy his older years.
He was born in 1901, in Pershore but unfortunately I was not able to
meet him in person.
SEB: How old were you when he passed away?
HARRIET: I was four years old when he died and I was never able to
meet him.

SEB: Do you have anything you would like to tell him if you
could meet your ancestor?
HARRIET: Thank you for protecting our country.
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Sowerby War Memorial
By Eloise, Mathew, Jed and Abi

For one of the sessions led by the Sports Hall, some students went on a
trip to Sowerby Church. Here they met Mr Tucker (from Tucker talks). In
the church they read telegrams sent from army officials to families about
their relatives who were killed or declared missing in action during the
war. They then had a two minute silence to remember the fallen soldiers,
and also laid a wreath.
One student told us that they found this session particularly interesting
as it made learning about the experience more personal, as they were then
able to link it back to names and
families. Furthermore, they
thought that this made for a
very effective type of learning as
it allowed the students to see
that the people in the War
which they’re learning about
aren’t just statistics – they were
real people, with real lives and
families who cared about them
and their loss. Doing this meant
the students were able to
further understand the huge
impact that the war had on not
only the country as a whole, but
the individuals who fought and
aided the effort.
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By Chloe

Some students have been finding out about some of the stories of soldiers
from our area. They were given a question sheet and were given the task of
completing it using the information from the St Oswald’s church website.
This is an example of some of the stories we have discovered in the
activity where we extracted information from various stories.
Tom Grainger died very early on in the war on the 15th October 1914 (aged
36) He was in the 2nd battalion of the royal scots.
In 1904 he signed up to join the Royal Garrison Artillery, enlisting at Burtonon-Trent and then going to Portsmouth. During this time he transferred to
the Royal Scots (Lothian) Regiment and started new training and became a
bandsman where he played the bass. He also played violin in the string band
and was a bass singer in one of the churches in India. Records show he was
hospitalised, suffering with malaria in 1908 and then again in 1910. In
March 1912 he returned home but he was retained in the Reserves. The
family had moved to Victoria Avenue in Sowerby.
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Sowerby Stories
continued

At the start of war in 1914, Tom was called up with the Reserves and he
re-joined the Royal Scots Regiment in the 2nd Battalion, he went to Belgium
with the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) in August.
They first met the Germans at Mons where the British fired their first shots of
the war. Being outnumbered, they then had to retreat southwards until the
German advance finally stalled at the Marne. Both sides then turned north
each trying to get ahead of the other and this turned into a race towards the
Channel ports, which was known as the race to the sea. As the race continued,
trenches were dug quickly -in spite of the weather- to defend territory, the
trenches gradually turned in what was known as the Western Front.
The Royal Scots Regiment war records shows that on 13-15th October they
were advancing in the area of Croix Rouge and Neuve Chappelle, which is
south of Armentieres in Northern France In the battle over that three-day
period there were 26 killed, 134 wounded and 29 missing. Tom Grainger was
one of those 26, recorded as killed in action on 15th October 1914 at Croix
Barb. Tom’s remains were found on 2nd January 1915 at Y Farm Military
Cemetery, Bois-Grenier, south of Armentieres. It appears that the cemetery
was disturbed during further fighting, and there is now no exact marker for
Tom’s grave, instead there is a memorial saying that he is buried in the area.
If you would like to find out more about Tom Grainger or other people from
our local area then you can visit
www.stoswaldsowerby.org.uk/warmemorials/
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Propaganda
By Abi and Iona

In one of the sessions today the pupils made their own propaganda
poster. Propaganda is the act of using exaggeration whilst publicising
persuasive information to the public.
First, the students learnt about the techniques used in propaganda as
well as the roles people were
persuaded to take on. The four
main topics of the posters were:
recruiting men to fight,
recruiting women to work in the
munition factories or the Land
Army, encouraging rationing,
and keeping morale high. Due to
the lack of technology (e.g. TV or
radio) posters were the most efficient way of communicating
information to the public.
One of the main techniques used in these posters was shaming people
into conforming to government ideals by joining the men’s army or
expanding the women’s efforts. They did this
through posters featuring dialogue and picturing
family members, insinuating that if you don’t
join up you will bring shame to not only yourself
but also to your family. The posters in general
were very manipulative in order to bring the
public round to the government’s way of thinking.
After learning about the techniques, the students
were then tasked with creating their own
propaganda poster, either in WW1 style or one for the modern army.
Students liked the idea of this task because it gives you freedom to
think in the minds of people in that time.
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Breaking down a generational divide
By Archie, Thomas, Pippa and Amelia

Unsurprisingly, 100 years has seemed to take away some of the pain
of the great loss of life in world war one, but today Mrs. Baxter and
Miss Schofield intend to break down the barriers of generational
differences so that students can begin to empathise with the
hardships and suffering that the brave soldiers who fought had to
endure. The activities led by Miss Schofield included creating grey
poppies being filled by students with sentiments of how they imagine
the soldiers in the trenches would have been feeling, and red poppies
filled with emotional sentences on how they feel in relation to the
sacrifices that were made by young soldiers, not so unlike themselves.
This activity is clearly paramount in helping students in beginning to
understand the pain that soldiers went through. Another activity led
by Miss. Schofield was watching footage of WW1 in black and white
and then in colour. This activity is really interesting because students
who we have spoken to have said that watching the footage in black
and white, although clearly emotive and graphic, feels more distant
and unreal than watching the footage in colour. This is because the
footage in colour seems more real and realistic because it does not
seem so old and dated, in fact some have said that watching the image
in colour is somewhat ‘haunting’ because you can see the emotions
and fears running across the faces of barely trained men. Both of
these activities have played important roles in helping students
connect today because it all boils down to the fact that we should
mourn those who ‘died so that we may live’.
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Generational divide contd.
Mrs. Baxter’s activities were perhaps even more thought provoking.
She led an activity in the computer room where students could
investigate those men of Thirsk and the surrounding villages who
joined up in the frenzy of excitement to fight for their country. It will
come as no great surprise that some of those men researched were
killed in action, and so this activity was truly reflected by the sombre
atmosphere that engulfed the room. Of course, the fact that men from
places like Thirsk died is very important in bringing home the
message that everyone living now is in some way indebted to those
courageous men who sacrificed themselves for our safety and sanity.
In addition to this Mrs. Baxter led another activity where students
watched a video of a lady reading a letter sent from a young girl, like
many of the students at this school, to her 16 year old brother who
was fighting in the war, telling him that he had been away too long
and that it was time for him to come home now. The childish naivety
of her belief that her brother could just come home is something
which many of the younger students would be able to identify with,
but then the video suddenly takes a turn that brings the emotion out
from the students. Rather than receiving a letter back from the
trenches from her brother, she instead received a telegram saying he
had been killed in action, along with her letter which had not been
received by him before his death. The image this creates in a young
student who has older siblings is surely unbearable because brothers
and sisters have a special bond which should not be broken. The fact
this bond was torn apart by this war which had nothing to do with
this girl is quite saddening because her childish innocence, which is
shared with many students across the school, was taken away by this
horrific war which was effecting everyone, and so all of these
activities truly make students begin to understand how much this
war took away from people.
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The Poppy
By Olivia

In the gym,the groups had an important task. They were making
origami poppies; hard as it sounds, the results are brilliant. Each
group makes as many poppies
as they can in the time they
have. Then they are all put into
form boxes. The poppies are
then all stuck together into big
wreaths with the help of Mr
Howe.
The poppy is not worn because
it is a symbol of death. It is not
worn as a sign of support for
war. It is not a reflection of
politics or religion. It is not
worn to reflect the colour of
blood. The poppy is worn
because it is the flower that
grew on the battlefields after
the war. They are also a symbol of remembrance and hope. It is a
personal choice and reflects individual and personal memories. It also
shows appreciation by those it helps for example: veterans, the armed
forces and their families and dependants.
In the spring of 1915, a Canadian doctor, John McCrae was inspired
by the sight of poppies growing in the battlefields and wrote the poem
called In Flanders Fields. After the First World War, the poppy was
made a symbol of remembrance.
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The Quakers
By Amelia, Pippa and Olivia

A representative of the Quakers visited school today to
speak to students.
Quakers are conscientious objectors. They are pacifists.
This means they don’t believe in violence. For example, the
speaker’s father was a physics teacher but he refused to use the cane on his
pupils, which was the punishment for students when he was a teacher, and the
headmaster didn’t like that he wasn’t following the rules. The teacher resigned
and applied to be a conscientious objector. He was sent to a small local court with
a judge and a few local worthies to decide if the convictions were genuine. The
Quaker’s father said “only through mental fight could victory be felt”. This is a
message that should be thought about by everyone. He was “brought up by
religion” but when he was in court he spoke to the judge saying “I am no longer a
member of any religious body”. The court did not like this response. He claimed
that “my pacifism is based on my emotions”. The Tribunal thought he was scared
and they declined his application. He was arrested but was only sent to jail two
years later due to circumstances at the time.
In 1942, he married and his wife was soon expecting a child. Before his child was
born, he was taken away from his family as they had him taken away to prison.
Although his original sentence was twelve months, he was well behaved and so
was let out after two months. He went to work in an operating theatre which he
quite enjoyed but most of the time he worked with people who disapproved of his
views. He and his wife made contact with Quakers and they shared the same
views. Due to his prison sentence, he was restricted to the types of jobs he could
get so he became a physics teacher again. He gave in his application and it was
accepted. He had an apartment at Bootham School in York where he had visitors;
they were German war prisoners. They were brought over to reconnect with people after the war.
On his dad’s side of the family, all the men had been born during a war. When
World War Two began, it was assumed by his family that his father would go to
fight. The Quaker we met brought in a few objects from his father: a knife which
he used when eating in prison, which, most people agreed, looked like it could
have been better used as a package opener. Also, a cord that was used for
sewing up postal bags whilst he was in prison.
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Back in Time for Dinner
By Jacob, Chloe, Alanah and Iona

Sharon, who works in the school kitchens said “It’s our generation, it’s something
we should all remember.” And she’s right. The First World War was a crease in
the sugar paper of time; a hole in the parachute of history. It is something that
must never be forgotten.
However, in this column, we’re not talking about the importance of remembrance,
but instead, the tastiness of the soldiers’ food.
During World War One, a very small slab of meat would have to be made to last
upwards of four days, and vegetables would go almost twice that. By the third
day, it would be little more than those fatty bits of bacon only crazy people eat.
Where butter and margarine are used nowadays, lard
was commonplace then, and was included in just about
everything.
So today, we were served similar foods to what was eaten
in World War One. In that time, the beef and potato stew
was known as only “Potato stew”, as there was never
enough beef left to be considered a true ingredient.
However, today it is a legal requirement that
schoolchildren are served correct portions of correct
meals, and a few options. Thus, the beef and potato stew
we ate actually was beef and potato stew, and not
“Potato Stew with some Beef fat parts swimming in there
somewhere”. I imagine ours tasted a lot better. Stew was the meal five times a
day– if the soldiers were lucky.
However, back then, there were no pesticides, no harsh chemicals of any kind.
(Excluding Mustard Gas and the like, so, no harsh chemicals that were used on
foods), and so foods reportedly often tasted a lot better, although it didn’t last
quite as long, due to the lack of preservatives.
It makes you wonder what food would taste like if we had never created such
chemicals…
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Ripon Cathedral

During the afternoon students from Service families visited Ripon
Cathedral for a special service celebrating Service Children in North
Yorkshire’s schools and communities. They
were joined by students from schools
throughout the diocese, service personnel,
and representatives from North Yorkshire
County Council.
All students received a commemorative
bookmark, designed by a child from a Service
family. Our students took our poppy wheel
with them, which Mrs Butler then took to Hartlepool at the weekend
to be placed on the Sebastopol Canon on the Headland Battery in
Hartlepool.
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The Old Lie: World War One Poetry
by Archie Turner
World War One introduced us to a new generation of poets: the
doomed youth.
Poets, such as Wilfrid Owen, John McCrae, Siegfried Sassoon and
Robert Graves enlightened future generations to the realities of war,
which had been previously shrouded under the pall of patriotism. The
poets were not only brave for fighting, but also for challenging the
accepted view that the war was glorious and heroic, rather than their
reality of a dirty, and possibly pointless destruction of a generation.
However, not all of the poets from World War One were opposed to
the rose-tinted view of life under endless shell fire.
One poet in particular springs to mind when one thinks of brave,
naïve boys who risked their lives on the Front: Rupert Brooke. Rupert
Brooke was a soldier much like any other; he enlisted on the outbreak
of war and was shipped off to the Front. In 1915, at the age of 28 his
first and only collection of poetry was published under the title ‘1914
& Other Poems’, and the collection included perhaps his most famous
sonnet ‘The Soldier’. For me, ‘The Soldier’ is the epitome of patriotic
poetry because it confronts the fear of death, which was
understandably common in trenches, with the idealism of glory and
heroism. Lines such as ‘a body of England’s, breathing English air’
and ‘in hearts at peace, under an English heaven’, clearly portray his
use of patriotism and pride as a comfort blanket.
Unfortunately for Brooke, he died in 1915 from sepsis on his way to
Gallipoli. His attitude to death and fighting for his country was
shared by many of his fellow soldiers, and a few other war poets, and
his reliance on patriotism for courage was common for soldiers. In
truth, most soldiers from Kitchener’s army shared his views when
they first joined up, but these views were later tainted by the
bloodshed of some of their best friends in ‘Pal’s Battalions’ and being
shown the raw realities of war.
Contd.
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World War One Poetry contd.
Prominent anti-war poets soon arose in World War One. Wilfred
Owen, perhaps the most famous of all the war poets, was not subtle
about his views of war. Owen’s death was and is still now seen by
many academics as a senseless waste of talent, but to the government
he was just seen as another statistic. Owen was one of the last
soldiers to be killed in the war, when he was killed during a final
push across the Sambre-Oise Canal on the 4th November 1918, a
week (almost exactly to the hour) before the signing of the armistice.
Some of Owen’s key works included ‘Dulce et decorum est’, ‘Anthem
for doomed youth’ and ‘Exposure’. These three poems, including the
rest of them, gave the reader a clear insight into how the soldier lived,
and the harsh conditions they fought in. A key recurring theme in his
poetry was the futility of war, and his belief that the propaganda that
the government had used in the war was full of lies that were used to
manipulate young men into throwing away their lives in a senseless,
barbaric way. Personally, my favourite Owen line is ‘the old lie: Dulce
et decorum est, pro patria mori’ because for me it just sums up the
view that the government had been lying to the public to get them to
convince young men to join up, and to turn against those who didn’t,
such as the Quakers.
Owen never lived to see his poetry gain prominence, but his poetry
has been read by generations of aspiring poets, anti-war protesters
and young students just like those in this school. Owen is just one of
many poets who brought the realities of war to life with war, and
pushed the taboos of cowardice, anti-war emotions and the futility of
war to light. Poets such as Siegfried Sassoon went to have successful
careers in poetry, and his war poetry has been vital in challenging
perspectives of the war for generations.
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Poppy Biscuits

Throughout the day students baked batches of delicious poppy-shaped biscuits,
which were enjoyed around school, but also distributed to the local community.
The biscuits were wrapped in World War One-themed packaging, designed and
made by students, then some of our sixth form students took them to care
homes in the area to be given as gifts to residents.
Mr Pentland said, ‘We are reaching out to these people in a way I hope the
men of 100 years ago would be proud of.’

The Falcon 1918

Friday 9th November 2018

The End of the Day
By Danny

To finally complete the emotional and eventful day, all of the school and sixth
form students gathered together in silence on the front yard to commemorate all
of the British soldiers who sacrificed their lives in the Great War. All of the
students achieved an emotional, deep sombre atmosphere – every single student
stayed silent and bowed their heads in utter gratitude and respect. It would have
had an astonishing effect for anybody who would have witnessed such a scene of
young people. In addition to being so silent, you could see the sorrow, pride or
gratitude shining in the eyes of each student.
The school choir performed a touching cover of ‘You Raise Me Up’ by Josh
Groban. It really was a beautiful performance to have observed and listened to,
and each lyric would have meant something to every individual, which was the
desire of those who selected it. Mr Hollis, who is adept in the subject of History,
gave a stirring speech and ended with a significant motto, ‘we shall never forget’.
To complete the ceremony Year 13 student, Zoe Thornton, beautifully executed,
‘The Last Post’ on the Bugle with the standard bearer performing drill with his
standard. It was concluded that all students would leave in rows one by one – it
was incredible to see students maintain that sombre, but respectful atmosphere
upon leaving. It was absolutely touching to experience that.

