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S PA C E T R AV E L
Where to next?
Since the beginning of time we have
looked up at the night sky with
wonder. We have always wanted to
understand and explore the universe we live in. And since them we
have made outstanding discoveries
and performed some of history’s
most daring and dangerous adventures.

We have always
wanted to understand
In 1961 the first human, Yuri Gagarin, was sent to space. The
same year NASA’s Apollo missions
began. In 1969 we saw Neil Armstrong and his crew make a great
leap for mankind when they landed
on the moon for the first time
(which was real!). 1981 the first
shuttle, Columbia, was launched.
And in 1998 we began construction of the International Space
Station, which now 6
astronauts live aboard and work in,
at a time.
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But where are we going next?
1976, an image was sent back to
Earth from the surface of our rocky
red neighbour. The Viking I lander
had touched down on Mars. Since
that momentous success we have
continued to learn much about the
red planet. We discovered that liquid water still flows in certain areas
of the Martian landscape. We have
learned about the meteorological
events that happen, which mainly
consist of globe engulfing dust
storms. And maybe one day we will
learn of the life that thrived millions
of years ago.
One thing that we as a species have
yet to do is land on another celestial
body, other than our lunar neighbour.

Our goal is to have astronauts land
on Mars. To look up at the sky and
see something completely new, that
very few will ever look at. To watch
the sun set on an alien planet, a
sunset that consists of blues rather
than oranges and reds. Instead of
seeing the red dot in the sky at
night, they will see a blue one.
Earth.
However getting there is another
question completely. A lot of work
has to be put into that. It’s rocket
science, literally. It’s very likely that
the first humans to Mars will be
launched in a rocket designed and
built by SpaceX.
However getting there is another
question completely. A lot of work
has to be put into that. It’s rocket
science, literally. It’s very likely that
the first humans to Mars will be
launched in a rocket designed and
built by SpaceX.
That same year SpaceX plans to
start send its first cargo ship to
Mars. Which aims to identify hazards and dangers, to confirm water
resources, whilst putting in initial
power, mining and life support infrastructure. Two years later (2024)
they aim to send the first cargo and
crew mission! From that SpaceX
aims to have thriving colony on the
red planet.

Many issues are still to be
resolved before we start
sending astronauts. The mental
well-being of the astronauts is
one. They will be subjected to isolation never felt before by humans,
yes they will have a crew with
them but being so far away from
earth may cause some anxiety. It
would take 150-300 days to get
home, depending on the orbits of
the planets. They would have to
live, work and thrive on Mars for
18-20 months before a return mission would be possible. So the astronauts themselves will have to
be both physically strong and
mentally strong.
Why should we go?
We are human. We are an exploring species. We love a challenge,
and we love to overcome it.
Mars will be a challenge, that itself
is obvious. But imagine what we
can find? We may learn something
tomorrow that we don’t know today. We may find evidence of life,
which will put perspective on our
place in the universe.
We should go to fulfil those
dreams that were just that, a
dream. A figment of imagination.
We should go because we haven’t
done it yet. We should go to prove
wrong those who said it couldn’t
be done.

AN

E A R LY C H R I S T M A S ?

Is it ever too early for Christmas?
“My daughter Carrie-Ann
made me stop celebrating
Christmas every day. She
was concerned I was putting
on too much weight and it
was costing me too much.
"But I found it hard to stop
because I love it too much,
so I just decided to carry
on.”
So said self-proclaimed, Mr
Christmas, Andy Park, who
has eaten roast turkey and
the trimmings every day for
25 years and is among those
for whom Christmas can
never come too early.
But for others, waiting for
the festivities makes it all
the more exciting.
The Reverend Carmel Gittens, who serves villages to
the south of Thirsk, said
when
people
celebrate
Written by Chloe Minting, Year 7

Christmas too early it took
away from its specialness.
She said: “It would be a bit
like having a birthday every
day of the year.”
On the other hand, she said,
some elements of Christmas
are never celebrated too
early, such as carol services.
The vicar said while more
people attended church services at Christmas, this was
a reflection of people recognising the continuing importance of the central
Christmas message.
Possibly the Thirsk area’s
most famous celebrant of
Christmas, Eric Marshall,
appears to agree with Rev
Carmel. Mr Marshall, who
has showcased his ever increasing
collection
of
Christmas lights outside his

home since the late 1990s,
never starts the illuminations before December 1.
In 2015 confused.com conducted a poll, the results
showed 86 per cent of people considered November
too early to put up Christmas decorations.
Shopkeepers in Thirsk town
centre are clearly of a different view, scheduling this
year’s festive lights switchon for November 23.
However, for some November is way too late to start
focusing on Christmas.
“When I worked in a charity
shop the Christmas cards
came in August”, said Mayor
of Thirsk, Councillor Hazel
Dalgleish-Brown. “I thought
that was far too early, but
we used to sell them all.
People who needed to send
them abroad would need to
buy them earlier.”
The former Thirsk School

pupil said the economic importance of Christmas
to the town meant it was
crucial to start marking it
before Advent.
She said: “It’s a good thing
because it means people
are spending money in the
town.
“I don’t think that we should
start Christmas until after
Bonfire Night, but for retail
that would be far too late.”
But it seems an overload of
Christmas catches up with
everybody eventually, even
Mr Christmas.
“‘I haven’t had a girlfriend
since this all started”, he
said. “I did go on a date a
few years ago. It was all going well until I invited her
back to my house. It was
August and I had my decorations up. She made her
excuses and left and I never
heard from her again.”

T RANSITIONING

INTO

SIXTH F ORM

What is it like transitioning into our Sixth Form?
Change. Change. Change.
Something for the most part, I
despise.

Every transition from place to
place and it rarely gets easier:
The torment of finding new
friends, the prospect of receiving work that I may not
understand, whilst struggling
to find time for an explanation.
However, this article does not
focus on that rather, it focuses on one of the best transitions of my life thus far.
Key Stage 4 was a difficult
time, as I’m sure it is for most
people, with an increase in
work load that was somehow,
more drastic than the change
in difficulty: from colouring in
to learning how to write
(which, even now I remember
as a Herculean task).

Written by Noah Dale, Year 12

It is a time where you are given more work with little
choice of your own, aside
from what options you are going to take; and even after
that fact there are still some
that must be learnt regardless
of your interest in them. This
is one reason why sixth form
is great by comparison.
Choosing Thirsk Sixth Form
has been a great experience
for a variety of reasons. The
first of these is choice.
It was your choice to come
here and therefore you will be
treated as a competent adult
throughout your time here.
The teachers will give you
more attention than ever before, so that both you and
they are enthralled by the
work being set.

The subjects that you choose
are also far more in depth and
interesting due to the specialisation of knowledge within
the field.

work experience, everything
gives you an active role in the
community and is that little
extra to put on your CV for the
future.

Another aspect of Sixth Form,
is the amount of free time
that you get within school
hours. This makes it possible
for you to do nearly all work at
school and leaves time at
home for doing what you want
to do, mixed in with some revision here and there.

If you are ever struggling, the
Sixth Form also has some of
the most understanding staff
that can aid you in almost anything.

More specifically, if you
choose Thirsk’s Sixth Form,
you won’t have to worry about
fitting in if that is your concern as you already know
most of your class mates from
past years whilst being friendly to new comers by supporting them in any way the Sixth
Form can.

As someone who did okay in
GCSEs, I am still unsure as to
what I want to do however,
there has been a lot of support with either a potential
university application or an
apprenticeship or even just
going straight into the working
world, A levels can take you
most places with a much
higher standing.

Finally, the amount of opportunity you are given within the
Sixth Form is outstanding.
From council placements to

Sixth form can broaden all horizons and opens far more
doors than I personally could
have imagined.

A UTUMNAL
Remember, remember, the 5th November

On Monday the 5th of No-

vember, a man named
Guy Fawkes walked into
the basement of the
Houses of Parliament. He
had a dark intention to kill
all the men there, including King James I. As Guy
Fawkes placed the last
barrel of gun powder, and
stepped into the basement to light the fuse,
guards rushed in and
pointed all manner of
weapons at him. We celebrate Bonfire Night to celebrate the failure of Guy
Fawkes’ plan and the
safety of King James I.
Written by Tom Bairstow, Year 7

E VENTS
The history of your Halloween costume

Halloween costumes:
the things we all know
and love, but who
thought of such an absurd thing? Today I will
answer this question. To
do so, we must go back
to a Gaelic festival in
the late Iron Age.
This Gaelic festival is
named Samhain. It is
held in the division of
the year between the
lighter half (summer),

and the darker half
(winter). It is also celebrated as Celtic form of
New Year celebration.
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B OOK R EVIEWS
The Cursed Child—J.K. Rowling
If you shipped Voldemort and Bellatrix, you’ll like this play.
The biggest “twist” in this book is
that Delphi “Diggory” is actually
Delphi Lestrange-Riddle.
Yup, The Dark Lord who was incapable of love, and his craziest follower had a kid.
And she’s the main antagonist, although she isn’t revealed to be this
until the last act of the book.
If you’re looking for a Harry Potter
story, you won’t find it here. This is
a story following a thousand “whatif” scenarios, in which the reactions
get less and less believable.
We follow Albus Severus Potter,
from his first to fifth years, which
are pretty uneventful until he gets
hold of a homemade time-turner (a
small time machine) and decides to
try to save Cedric Diggory by humiliating him out of the Triwizard Tournament.
In doing so, Cedric becomes a
Death Eater, Voldemort wins the
Battle of Hogwarts, Delores
Um-

Written by Jacob Fairweather, Year 11

bridge returns as headmistress of
Hogwarts, and we get a new holiday:
VOLDEMORT DAY.
No, I’m not joking. This all happens.
Oh, also, the Trolley Lady is actually
a Harpy who keeps students on the
train, and her pumpkin pasties are
bombs.
Yeah…
Furthermore, Harry straight up tells
Albus he wishes he wasn’t his son.

However, the first act is pretty decent. It is the act in which they
(Albus Severus Potter and
Scorpius Malfoy (Oh, yeah, Albus is in
Slytherin)) learn of the Time Turner,
and go to steal it.

If you’re looking for
a Harry Potter story you
won’t find it here

Aside from the Trolley Harpy, and
the Bookcase Battle, it has a very
HP-esque feeling. Unfortunately,
that warm familiarity soon disappears.
The climax of the book comes to be
because Albus burns Harry’s blanket. The world is saved by a blanket, and considering the complicated Time Travel mechanics of the
Harry Potter universe, this is actually genius.
They say that every story must have
a beginning, a middle, and an end.
Cursed Child has these in 3 acts.
The first one? It’s okay. I enjoyed it.
Second Act? Steaming pile of garbage. Death Eater Diggory is the
stupidest thing in HP. Act 3? Near
Gold. Actually genuinely enjoyed it.

The Lifters—Dave Eggers
As a previous Dave Eggers reader I
was thoroughly looking forward to
the matter-of-fact way in which Eggers writes, as well as his refreshingly modern storylines. This book
did not disappoint.
This story, although it is aimed at a
slightly younger age range than

Written by Hannah Bradley, Year 10

Eggers’ other books (11-15 years
old), is actually a metaphorical
piece that explores sadness and the
way children have the ability to heal
it. The main character in the book is
called Gran, which is an unusual
choice of name but it fits, along
with other quirks, in perfectly with
the general tone of the book.

The book did not
disappoint
On the whole this book is the perfect mixture of the weird and abstract but maintains a feeling of familiarity that you get from reading
an ultimately happy story. I would
recommend this book, specifically
if you need something to pass a few
hours in the
predominantly
rainy winter that will most likely
come soon.

With thanks to White Rose Books,
Thirsk who supplied a proof copy of
‘The Lifters’.

MEET THE HEAD
Earlier last year, we received a new Head Teacher and we’re all wondering
what she’s like. So, we sent some of our roving reporters to interview her:
What was your first impression of
Thirsk School?
That’s easy actually because it was
really welcoming, more so than any
other school I’ve been in. I felt that
the minute I came in here, from the
reception staff to the students that I
met to the staff that I bumped into,
people were really friendly and
pleased to see me. You don’t get
that in every school. I suppose people can quite often be a little bit
suspicious, thinking ‘who’s the new
person’. So, it was great. ‘Really
welcoming’ would be my first impression.

What inspires you in life?
What inspires me in life… My music
inspires me. Music is my passion
and my hobby, so for me, lots of
songs and music often impact on
me and they will then be things that
I take with me. I’ll hear a song that
inspired me when I was your age
and it can still have that feeling inside. For me, music is very much

about positive emotions. If I’m feeling down, I would want to listen to
music, if I’m feeling happy, I would
want to listen to music, so music
inspires me. I think people, like my
friends and family, also inspire me.
And not just friends and family, but
when you see things on telly, like
with the Invictus Games and all the
World War One remembrance that
we’ve had, and hearing people’s
stories. Those sorts of things really
inspire me and make me realise
that when you think you’re having a
bad day, there are always people
who are worse off than you.

What do you want to achieve at
Thirsk School?
I would like every student to be able
to leave here happy, well-rounded,
having got good memories of school
and to have got the qualifications
they need and want for the next
step of their journey. I think that
pretty much sums it up. In some
ways it’s quite simplistic but I don’t
think there needs to be anything
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else. We just want you to come to
school and be able to get a good
deal, to get a good education and
get what you need out of us. Not
just academically, but on an extracurricular level as well as the
friendships you make.

If you could have a conversation
with one person dead or alive
who would it be and why?
One person? That is really hard,
there’s probably a few people. I
suppose it has got to be Keith Richards. I’m a huge Rolling Stones fan
and play a lot of instruments. Guitar
is my worst instrument, so I’d probably just want to say: can you give
me a lesson? I’d like to know how
he survived his life, because he has
obviously lived a bit of a wild rock
and roll lifestyle and I’d like to hear
some of his stories. But music is the
big thing for me, so I’d like to talk to
him about his music and have a guitar lesson. I know it doesn’t sound
like a particularly profound person
who’s changed the world and, as a
head teacher, I’m probably meant to
say somebody who did something
ground-breaking for medical science, but he is a bit of a hero of
mine, so I’d like to have dinner with

him. I’ve heard he likes
Shepherd’s pie and I like Shepherd’
s pie too, so that’s great.

What hobbies do you have? You’
ve mentioned music and fashion,
anything else?
Yes, so I play drums badly, play guitar even worse, I did play piano well
once upon a time and I can sort of
play violin. I love listening to music
and I love going to gigs. Classical,
rock music, a bit of soul and Motown are my
favourite genres,
I’m not really into dance music. I go
running and to yoga once a week. I
love the gym, I love my yoga and I
love my fitness. If you want a secret
fact about me (which won’t be secret after this) I did train as a fitness instructor back in the nineties,
and if teaching had gone wrong, I
wanted to go into gym management.

What motivates you?
If I’m being honest, I think there
comes a point in your life where
your work ethic has set in, so even
if you’re having a bad day, you’ll
carry on. I think as an individual,
what motivated me to get up and go

to work and want to get a degree
was that I wanted to be successful,
not to be really rich and famous but
successful on my terms. I wanted to
feel like I had achieved something.
Realistically, I did know that I wanted to have enough money so I could
go on buying shoes and going out
dancing, so I definitely needed
enough money to survive, but I
wanted to say I’d achieved something. I wanted to have, and I think
this is quite important, I wanted to
have financial independence and be
a bit of an independent women. Obviously, I thought I was Beyoncé before she existed. That was quite important for me. When I actually decided to go into teaching, I think
what motivated me then was wanting to give something back and
wanting to make things better for
the young people that I deal with. I
think that at school your teachers
have a massive impact on you and
we’ve all had good and bad experiences of that. I would like to think
that I could make some positive
change so that experiences here are
good for young people. There will
always be individuals where that
won’t be the case and there will be
clashes, but overall what I’d like is
the experience of Thirsk School to

be a positive one, and that’s definitely been a big motivator for me
every day. It is a job of service and
you want to serve your community. I
didn’t know this until I started
teaching: I don’t think I could have
done a job that didn’t involve service. Now that I’m a teacher, if I ever had to change course, it would
have been something that involves
service, like police or nursing. I
think that’s something I’ve found in
me by accident that was a real buzz
and makes me want to get up on a
morning. If I could give you guys advice, I’d say to you: you need to find
what that buzz is that makes you
want to get up on a morning and
then you will be successful at it, no
matter what it is. It is not always
about chasing the job title or chasing the money, and especially when
you’re clever and you’re going off to
Uni, people can often say, you
should be doing this, you should be
doing that. But if you think about
what it is you really want to do and
what really motivates you inside,
that’s what you’ll be successful at.

S ENIOR CITIZENS
Another great party!
Last night, 6th December, the
students of our Sixth Form hosted a
Christmas party for the elderly in
our community. The night was filled
with Christmas cheer and the scent
of sherry.
The evening kicked off with our
guests being welcomed by the
smiling faces of our student hosts,
and then they were presented with
a glass or two of sherry as they
were seated. Soon the air was filled
with the chattering of friends and
strangers. Our Head Boy and Head
Girl greeted the guests as a whole,
welcoming them to the evening.
As our guests were settling in and
enjoying their glass of sherry,
Christmas carols and music filtered
through the air, played by a small
ensemble of string musicians.
The food was then brought out. The
old folks dined on delicious
sandwiches, quiche and sausage
rolls and later Christmas cake and
mince pies, all provided for us by
The Pantry, which was eaten with
much enjoyment.

Written by Iona Bailey, Year 13

Musicians continued to entertain us
throughout the night, with Violin
and Piano solos, a Saxophone trio, a
male voice choir who sang some
beautiful arrangements and a small
group of Sixth Form boys who
delighted the audience with a
wonderful rendition of ‘Always Look
on the Bright Side Of Life’ that had
all the guests singing along.
A photographer from JD
Photography volunteered his
services for the evening, assisted by
a Sixth Form student, with some
stunning results.

The guests were treated with a
game of bingo, with prizes given to
the winners, hosted by our Deputy
Head Boy. Many prizes were won by
our guests.
The evening ended beautifully with
the whole attending student body
leading the guests in three
Christmas Carols. Accompanied by
Mr Pierce-Williams on the piano, we
sang ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’, ‘Once
In Royal David’s City’ and ‘Hark The
Herald Angels Sing’.
On the whole, the evening went well
and was enjoyed by all.

PUZZLES!!
An Autumnal Crossword
Q: What word begins
and ends with an E but
only has one letter?

Q: What gets wetter
and wetter the more it
dries?

Q: Which letter of the
alphabet has the most
water?

Q: You walk into a room
with a match, a gas lamp,
a candle, and a fireplace.
Which do you light first?

Across

Down

3. American name for Autumn (4)

1. Remember, remember , the fifth of November (3,6)

6. Spooky October holiday (9)

2. Can make a pie out of this and cover it with caramel (5)

7. Gathering of crops (7)

3. A place in the house where a fire can be lit (9)

9. A hard, edible nut that is usually roasted
and eaten during Autumn (8)

4. Can be carved to make a spooky face (7)
5. These are brown and fall from trees (6)
8. Morsel for a squirrel (5)

Sudoku
Each puzzle consists of a 9x9
grid containing given clues in various places. The object is to fill all
empty squares so that the numbers 1 to 9 appear exactly once in
each row, column and 3x3 box.

I told my friend 10 jokes
How does NASA
organize a party?

to get him to laugh.
Sadly, no pun in 10 did.

They planet.

Riddle Answers

If you complete all the puzzles, you can win a treat! Contact Miss Schoffield

A: The match. A: Envelope. A: C. A: A

