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Dear Parents/Carers,
We have finally made it to the end of the long autumn term! It can sometimes feel as if we never see
daylight at this point, coming to school and going home in the dark, but it is the excitement of
Christmas just around the corner that makes up for it. It is always a long hard term and both staff and
students are always ready for the break. However, despite this we still have lots of great news to share
and our young people continue to do us proud with their achievements.
Over the last few weeks, we have celebrated the achievements of our former Year 11 and 13 students,
hosted our annual ‘old people’s party’, had a Sixth Form ‘Celebration of the Arts’ evening, with some
visits from former students, and really started the festive season with a superb night of Christmas
Words and Music. All these events have highlighted the wonderful gifts and talents our students have
to offer, from academic success to musical prowess and most
importantly the ability to show kindness and love to the older
members of our community; as a new Headteacher, I felt immensely
proud. We also held our first ‘staff Christmas baking’ evening courtesy
of Miss Hullah and Mrs Coleman which was a real morale booster and
a huge thanks must go to them. It is the first time I have made a
chocolate yule log and, as you can see, I am quite pleased with the
result! I did, however, have stiff competition from Mr Dickson,
although my spies tell me that he did in fact have some assistance
from Mr Pierce-Williams!
Finally, as much as we all look forward to the festive season, Christmas can be a very emotional time for
all of us and a lot of hard work goes into making that day special for our friends and family. Therefore,
may I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and restful Christmas, for as far as is possible,
because if you are anything like me you will still have food to buy, mince pies to make and a cake to ice;
so the restful part might not come until the new year! I look forward to writing to you again in 2019,
may the holiday season bring joy to you and yours.
Best wishes.
Emma Lambden
Headteacher
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Sport News
Football
Well done to our Year 7 football team, who beat Risedale in the first round of the Area cup with Harry Armstrong
scoring a hat trick. They play Wensleydale along with our Year 10s in the next round this Wednesday.
Basketball
Congratulations to our Year 10 basketball team on winning the area competition to become area champions.
Cross Country
We are delighted that three of our students, Oscar Wileman (Year 7), Cian Winter (Year 8) and Rosie Bell (Year 9)
have all been selected to represent Hambleton and Richmondshire at cross country.

Year 8 Boys Football: Thirsk vs St. Francis Xavier (SFX)
By Ben Kelly, Year 8
Following successive defeats for Thirsk against Richmond and St John Fishers, Thirsk went to SFX with all to play
for. Thirsk have formed a sort of rivalry with the Richmond based schools as they had lost twice to them last year,
the most heart-breaking of those a 3-2 defeat in the cup final.
A strong starting XI took to the field and a super start from Mr McKendry's team saw Harry Scott capitalise on a
rebound and put the away side ahead. However a burst of pace from the SFX striker saw him through on a goal
and he finished to pull them level. Thirsk conceded again shortly after another quick run saw the same player
finish.
After about 5 minutes top scorer Will Kelly grabbed yet another goal after he smartly finished past the keeper. SFX
made it 3-2 at the break after a corner was scrambled into the net.
Thirsk, determined not to lose a third game in a row, were galvanised at the start of the second half and a smart
through ball from George Somerville was latched onto by Will Kelly and he finished again to draw Thirsk level. SFX
were put on the ropes and both Harry Scott and Matt Monaghan came close. As the game was drawing to its
conclusion SFX fired in a free kick and it bobbed its way into the bottom corner.
However, Thirsk aren't a team to lie down and a driving run from Will Kelly bought a penalty for Thirsk. Matt
Monaghan stepped up and slotted it into the bottom right corner. Just when the game looked like it would end up
going to extra time a powerful header from an SFX centre back sucked all hope out of Thirsk.
A last push from Thirsk saw the ball bounce near the halfway line and a Man Of The Match performance from Matt
Monaghan saw him lash the ball toward the goal and it agonisingly hung in the air until it zipped into the goal. An
explosion of celebration from Thirsk had them riled up for extra time.
Thirsk though began to panic and after another free kick snuck into the far corner alarm bells began to ring half
time came and went but when SFX got a penalty of their own and stuck it away the game was over SFX capped a
fine performance with an eighth goal and the game was over.

21st December 2018

Minster FM Toy Appeal
Mrs Blogg has once again encouraged our generous staff to donate a toy to
the Minster FM Toy Appeal. The appeal collects and distributes new toys as
Christmas gifts to disadvantaged children throughout North Yorkshire. Thank
you to all staff who donated, and of course to Mrs Blogg for organising our
donations.

Thirsk Clock Appeal
For the last few years Mrs Sykes has organised a collection for the
food bank run by Thirsk Clock. This year she has teamed up with
Ms Fletcher and Abbie Waters (Year 13) to make this part of
PSHCE lessons. Abbie encouraged sixth formers to help with the
collection and bring their own donations, and she organised and
led an assembly with representatives from Thirsk Clock. All Year 7
tutor groups brought in donations as well, and in total students
donated enough food, juice, Christmas treats and toiletries to fill
half of the clock's van. Thank you to everyone who donated.

Staff Baking
As you will have seen on our front page, our staff were recently given the
opportunity to take part in their own festive bake-off. Miss Hullah gave
participants a lesson on how to make a chocolate roulade, with some
delicious results.
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Geography
Miss Leopold’s Year 7 and Year 9 Geographers have
been getting into the Christmas spirit by making these
amazing globe-themed baubles.
Year 11 English Literature Revision

Year 11 students can access the online learning tool 'Quizlet' which has excellent quotations to
memorise and analyse on each of the literature set texts: Macbeth, Jekyll and Hyde, Power and Conflict
Poetry and An Inspector Calls.
To join the class, ‘Thirsk English 2018’, either pass your email address to Mr Riordan or access this link:
https://quizlet.com/join/pkmgGxWu3
Year 11 Mocks
When we return to school on Tuesday 8th January, Year 11 enter straight into some major mock exams.
All students are asked to congregate from 8.40 in the library on the morning of their exam. This gives us
time to get them in the right frame of mind for exams. This is an apt opportunity to remind students of
regulations around exams, especially mobile phones. Any such devices can be handed over to Mr
Wilson and his team. No device (smart watches included) should enter into the exam hall.
We hope that all students spend time over Christmas focusing on their exams, revising in readiness for
the exams ahead. We must also stress that students need to be on time for all their exams; this is good
preparation for the Summer 2019 exam series.
Senior Citizens Party
Every year our sixth form fundraise for and organise a
Christmas party for older members of our community.
This year’s was held on 6th December and was a lovely
evening, with sixth formers preparing treats, decorating
the hall, greeting guests, waiting tables and washing up.
Entertainment was provided by our many talented
musicians, plus a magician and bingo, and the evening
ended with traditional carol singing, accompanied by Mr
Pierce-Williams on the piano.
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The Falcon—Thirsk School’s Student Newspaper
The latest edition of our student newspaper ‘The Falcon’ is out now. Written and edited
entirely by our student journalists, The Falcon is full of articles about life in and out of
school, including an interview with Miss Lambden. The print edition is for sale at
lunchtimes in the Library for a cost of 60p, or the online edition is now available on our
website.

Social Media Safety
This is a general reminder to students and parents to be cautious of any unknown persons contacting
them through Social Media via direct messages. If they do not know the person then block them
immediately. This is a reminder with the upcoming Christmas Holidays when students will be getting
new technology over the Christmas period. It is also important that parents make sure the appropriate
settings are on devices or social media accounts when given as gifts.

Fusion 360 Training

We have had an exciting opportunity for year 10 Design and
Technology students to receive training on essential IT software,
Fusion 360, for the DT GCSE.
The STEM centre in York provided this training in school. This was a
fantastic opportunity for the students to gain key skills and
experience on digital 3D modelling software used in industries such
as Design and Engineering. We welcomed this opportunity as
students are required to digitally model in 3D as part of their
controlled assessment.
Students were off timetable all day on Tuesday 18th December 2018 to take part in this opportunity.
During the day students learned to independently use Autodesk software and create detailed 3D and
orthographic drawings of Items such as the IPhone.
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Performing Arts News
Christmas Words and Music
As always this was a great night, with over a hundred musicians performing - four choirs, jazz band,
concert band and carols supported by the string group. Thank you to local business for the great raffle
prizes, and to Barclays Bank for their financial support.
In addition to the wonderful music at the evening we had a number of students present themselves
with a lovely level of confidence. Josh Snowdon in Year 7 represented his year group well with a solo
reading, as did Charlie Nicholson of Year 11 and Wilf Tomlinson (Year 13). In addition we had some
wonderful partnership readings with a good rapport between them: Richard Mason Smith and Ella
Stimson, Lyla Watts and Abigail Elliot, Toby Nicholson and Finlay Morris, Eleanor Fountain and Olivia
Cooke and Head Boy and Head Girl, Alfie Dickson and Jess Coates. They all read with pride, confidence
and a complete command of the audience in front of them. A big well done from Mrs Stimson (who
chose the readings).
Hairspray
Rehearsals continue to run through each week, with the Year 7 and 8
students showing their wonderful dance moves to 'Nicest Kids in Town'. Mr
Pierce Williams is working hard to get 80+ students in the cast singing with
confidence and volume...they sound quite good too! Mrs Stimson will be
working hard through the next half term to get us into the 60s - there's lots to
do but it guarantees to be a good show (no pressure, Mrs Stimson!). Tickets
for the show will be available from the Drama Department in the new year.
Year 11 Drama
Students in the Year 11 Drama group have worked hard to impress in their first assessment for their
GCSE. The practical assessment was created entirely by the students, with the whole event being run by
the groups (technical as well as performance). Although nerves were clear and tensions were high they
conducted themselves incredibly well.
ABRSM Exams
Once again students who took ABRSM Music grade exams have achieved a 100% pass rate this term. If
your child wants to take a music exam, please see Mrs Dickson for an application letter.
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Performing Arts News continued
Sixth Form Arts Evening
A huge well done to Oona Webster Jones (Year 12) who took on the task of organising an evening of the
arts. Her work on the evening was a huge credit to her and her team. Through the term Oona had
worked to direct (and perform in) a play called 'Anna Alone' - a play that deals
with teenage mental health and difficulties. Oona and her cast coped with this
admirably and presented a performance that was sensitive and commanding of
attention. The performance was accompanied with support from ex-student
Aidan Tulloch and a performance of a poem written while he was at Thirsk
School, the band The Laurelles with current Year 13 student Luke Coupland and
a rendition of 'Empty Chairs at Empty Tables' sung by Alfie Dickson and Ben
Mcloughlin. The evening was a delightful event, well attended by friends, family and members of the
community. Mrs Stimson's 9 year old daughter also played a great part in the evening - making sure
members of the audience were well fed with mince pies (well done, Molly!)
Year 10 and 11 Theatre Visit
On a wet and dreary day in November the Year 10 and 11 Drama groups visited York Theatre Royal to
watch a performance of 'My Mother Said I Never Should'. The touring production of the show, with four
female actors was very well-received by the students. We would like to thank Mrs Butler and Ms Kitson
for coming with us, meaning we could all enjoy live theatre.
Hambleton Grange
On Friday 14th December, following the success of Christmas Words and
Music, the Senior Boys Vocal Group and the Chamber String Ensemble
went to Hambleton Grange Care home with music and mince pies. There
was singing, dancing and lots of happy faces from the residents. Mrs
Dickson and the musicians hope to visit again soon in the new year.
Music Trip
If any student who is involved in the music ensembles would like to go and hear Jess Gilliam on
saxophone at Leeds Town Hall on Saturday 19th January please see Mrs Dickson for a letter.
Finally, a message from Mrs Dickson: a big thank you to all our supporters of the department—parents,
musicians, local businesses and Barclays Bank. We’ve enjoyed a successful 2018 and are now looking
forward to lots of music in and out the classroom in 2019. Happy Christmas!
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Dates for Your Diary


Mon 7th January 2019—Staff training day. Students do not
attend school



Tue 8th January—Year 11 and 13 mock exams begin



Sat 19th January—Music trip to Leeds Town Hall



Wed 23rd January—Year 9 Options Evening



Thu 24th & Fri 25th January—Year 11 mock Art exam



Mon 28th & Tue 29th January—A-level mock Art exam



Tue 29th January—Year 9 Parents’ Evening

