Newsletter 28th January 2019

Dear Parents/Carers
January is already creeping away from us but, as yet, we are certainly still feeling in the darkest depths of
winter. With that in mind please note the reminder about procedures for a ‘snow day’ (which I am hoping
won’t be needed)! In the event of bad weather, we will aim to send a text to parents/carers by 7 am. As we
have many staff who live in the York, Harrogate and Leeds areas, we have to take this into account when
making our decisions. In the event of the school having to close, we hope to have enough staff who are able
to get into school which will enable us to allow Year 7 and 8 students to come into school, should parents so
wish, but students will be in the hall on central cover. This will be confirmed in the text message. Closure
details will also be detailed on our school website, the Local Authority website and via local radio stations.
Christmas seems like a distant memory but I am sure you will all be pleased to hear that my chocolate roulade
was a huge success and didn’t last past Boxing Day.
Since returning to school, the students have made an excellent start to 2019 and as always you will see lots of
good news even in just three weeks. Year 11 have sat their mock examinations in readiness for the summer
and rehearsals for ‘Hairspray’ are well underway. Tickets are selling fast, with Thursday nearly sold out, so
please contact nicola.stimson@thirskschool.org to book your seats for what looks set to be an amazing show.
Another date for your diary will be a ‘Try Before you Buy New Uniform Fashion Show’ for Year 10 which will be
on Thursday, 11th April. The evening will be split into two halves, one for red school and one for blue school,
where you can attend with your young person to try on items and order on the evening. Further details will be
sent out nearer the time.
Finally, the moment we’ve all been waiting for… the time has arrived to launch the new website! The new site
is currently being migrated across meaning we should be live by the middle of this week. A huge debt of
thanks to my PA, Diane Atkinson, who has worked tirelessly to get this up and running. It is a ‘living breathing
thing’ so we would definitely welcome feedback continually and, hopefully, where possible and appropriate,
try to oblige.
Best wishes.

Emma Lambden

Headteacher

Hairspray
Not long now until ‘Hairspray’ hits the Thirsk School and Sixth Form College
stage. Our staff and students have been working incredibly hard all year and
it promises to be a brilliant show as always. Tickets are available from school,
£9 for adults, £6 concessions. Please contact school in the usual way to
reserve yours. Performances are on the evenings of Tue 19th, Wed 20th and
Thu 21st February.

The school production is completely self-funded from money made from
previous productions and nothing else. If you would like to sponsor the
production of the musical in any way please email Mrs Stimson
on nicola.stimson@thirskschool.org
Likewise if you are a business and would like some advertising in a school programme in return for a
donation towards the running of the production, please do make contact with Mrs Stimson.
Social Media
In recent assemblies, Years 7 to 10 had assemblies based on the positives and risks of social media.
Students were taken through a list of top tips about how to stay safe when interacting with social media
sites on line. Please do talk to your child about this with an open and honest conversation. Have a look
at their phone together and check that all security settings are in place.
Patrick Hooker Award
Edward Thomas (Year 9) was the successful recipient of last year’s Patrick
Hooker award for bravery, resilience and perseverance in adversity.
Congratulations to Edward, who is an asset to our school community. The
Patrick Hooker Award is presented each year in honour of our former
student Patrick, who sadly died of cancer in 2013. Nominations for this
year’s award will open in the Summer term.
Year 11 Careers Day

On Friday 1st February, Year 11 head into a day’s experience of interviews and visiting speakers from
the world of university and apprenticeships. Following the mock results being given out students then
experience an interview with a local employer based on CVs they have written alongside letters of
application. They also have an experience of a visitor from a university or apprenticeship programme,
an interview with a school senior leader and a taster of Sixth Form experience.

Cross Country
Congratulations to Oscar Wileman (Year 7), Will Chandler (Year 9), Rosie Bell (Year 9) and Josh Fothergill
(Year 13) who all represented Hambleton and Richmondshire in the area cross country championships
this month.

Fundraising Walk
During the Christmas holidays Year 13 students Ben McLoughlin and
Alfie Dickson completed 111 miles of the Cleveland Way in five days, raising
money for Cancer Research. Ben is now planning the next challenge for the
duo—the Coast to Coast walk.
Music Trip and Fundraising
Last Saturday Music students made the trip to Leeds Town Hall to hear
saxophonist Jess Gillam. More visits are planned in March and April, please
see Mrs Dickson to find out more.
The Music department has secured two days fundraising at our very
supportive Morrison’s in Ripon. This will take place on 9th and 10th March. All
musicians are encouraged to come along and bag pack, please see Mrs
Dickson for a letter.
Fundraising for Ryedale Special Families
Well done to Benjamin B in Year 9 who has been working hard this year growing and selling plants, as
well as saving up his 1 and 2 pence pieces. He has managed to raise £53 for Ryedale Special Families.
Benjamin has been a regular fundraiser for Ryedale Special Families for some years, and has previously
taken part in their Santa fun-run. He was disappointed not to have been able to run this year as he had a
foot injury, but has more than made up for it with his other efforts.

Upper School Creative Writing Club
Our Upper School Creative Writing Club, started by Mrs Job before Christmas, has got off to a fantastic
start with very active members looking to get their work published both within school and nationally.
The club is open to anyone in Years 10 - 13, meeting on Mondays in D3 at 12.40. All creative writers are
welcome, including poets, prose and play writers or indeed those who express themselves in song or art.

Sixth Form Presentation Evening
Congratulations to all the students from last year’s Year 13 who received awards at our recent presentation
evening.
Subject

Recipient

Subject

Recipient

Art & Design

Matthew Hendry

ICT

Harry Collinson

Biology

Amy Brewer

Maths

Chloe Taylor

Business Studies

Jordan Hallas

Media

Nina Costello

Chemistry

Oliver Harrison

French

Lewis Pull

3D Design

Eve Lynas

German

Oliver Harrison

Economics

Jack Cross

Music

André Vasconcelos

English Language

Harry Hunter

Philosophy & Ethics

Jack Cross

English Literature

Aidan Tulloch

Physical Education

Harry Goodall

EPQ

Louis Benoit

Physics

Lewis Banthorpe

Geography

Eve Lynas

Psychology

Lauren McLoughlin

Health & Social Care

Ellie Long

Sociology

Emily Vie

History

Tristan Pollitt

William Bird Community
Plate

Eve Lynas

13 JF Tutor Award

Oliver Harrison

13 AMac Tutor Award

Lauren McLoughlin

13 JSh Tutor Award

Lewis Pull

Shield of Endeavour
Award

Louis Benoit and Aidan
Tulloch

Personal Achievement

Star Addison, Sibel Eser, Josh
Knight, Chloe Taylor

Outstanding Academic
Achievement

Louis Benoit, Jack Cross,
Sibel Eser, Oliver Harrison,
Matthew Hendry,
Aidan Tulloch

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Participant

Max Ashman, Louis Benoit,
Will Chapman, Scarlett
Chatten, Harry Collinson,
Jessica Corner, Jack Cross,
Millie Cuthbert, Millie
Greetham, Ollie Harrison,
Matthew Hendry, Eve Lynas,
Amber Musgrave, Poppy
Musgrave, Tristan Pollitt,
Emily Sykes, Chloe Taylor,
Andre Vasconcelos

Contribution to College
Life

Louis Benoit, Harry
Collinson, Nina Costello,
Jack Cross, Millie Cuthbert,
Wiki Fatz, Eve Lynas,
Lauren McLoughlin, Lewis
Pull, Aidan Tulloch

Dates for Your Diary


Mon 28th & Tue 29th January—A-level mock Art exam



Tue 29th January—Year 9 Parents’ Evening



Fri 1st February—Year 11 Careers Day and Mock Results



Wed 6th February—Year 12/13 Parents’ Evening



Thu 14th February—Year 7 Parents’ Evening



Tue 19th—Thu 21st February—School production: ’Hairspray’



Fri 22nd February—Break up for half term.
School ends at 3.40pm

