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 As Year 8 were challenged to create a second newspaper in one day, we 
had to come up with a new name and theme. The thought first arrived 
when we discovered the cover was going to be red which the group voted 
for. We thought to ourselves, “What’s the link between the colour red and 
theme of birds?” the instant we said this we came up with the Phoenix. 
The link between the Phoenix and Harry Potter were miraculously similar 
so it kept a link to the morning issue too. 

 

We also chose it because it is a magical bird, and true imagination brings it 
to life. Also it catches your attention with its bright colours and elegant 
wings. We hope you enjoy our issue! 



Animal Care is a subject that will help you understand how to care for animals. It can 
help with future jobs such as a vet or looking after pets.  Animal welfare refers to the 
state of the animal; the treatment that an animal receives is covered by other terms 
such as animal care, animal husbandry, and humane treatment. Protecting an 
animal's welfare means providing for its physical and mental needs. 
 
We interviewed a Year 8 student who had just finished a session with the Askham 
Bryan College staff. When asked what have you learned she replied with ‘I didn’t 
know that sugar gliders had sharp claws that can dig into objects.’ One of her 
favourite animals of the day was the sugar glider because it was cute and impressive. 
However she thought the ferrets were the worst as they didn’t smell nice. She 
benefited from the lesson because she didn’t know a lot about the animals. 
 
Then we asked two members of the college a few questions. The first question we 
asked was what the best part of working with animals. They replied with ‘being able 
to work/care for exotic animals that you would have to travel the world to see and 
see different habitats.’ We asked what animals they wished were at the college and 
they said they wanted otters and big cats such as lions. They also said that some 
pupils came to the college with a closed mind about only a few animals and didn’t 
want to work with certain animals. 
 
We then asked a member of our staff two questions. What are your thoughts on 
animal care? She replied with “I thinks it’s important to learn and be responsible of 
things other than our selves.’” What is your favourite animal ? “Rabbits as I had them 
as a child.” 
 
Personally our thoughts on animal care are that it’s good to learn about animals at a 
young age so you start caring for them. Our favourite animals were the ferrets and 
the bearded dragons as they are 
cute but very special and 
interesting in their own way. 

Lucy Henney and Anna Newby 



 Why learn first aid? 

First aid is an important skill. By performing simple procedures and following certain guidelines, it 
may be possible to save lives by giving basic treatment until professional medical help arrives. 
Remember, too, that practice makes perfect. Go on a local first aid course. In an emergency there's 
no time to read instructions. If you've memorized some of the basic procedures, it will help you 
react quickly and efficiently. First aid is the help given to someone who is injured or ill, to keep 
them safe until they can get more advanced medical treatment by seeing a doctor, health 
professional or go to hospital.  

 

First aid in school! 

On the 11/07/2017 as Enrichment Week there was a group of students in D7 that learned how to 
be a first aider. There were two sixth formers that volunteered to help with the activity. Today at 
school there are staff in the full school that are first aiders to help whenever, when needed. We 
interviewed three members of staff that are first aiders: Mrs Bishop (reception), Mrs Atkinson 
(admin office) and Mr Wharton (PE department). Mrs Bishop helps everyday with students who 
have headaches or feel dizzy or if it’s a more severe injury. She worked as a first aider for 1 and a 
half years. Mrs Atkinson is at the admin office to help on call so as soon she has a call that 
someone’s very badly injured she leaves her stuff last because a student is important to school. Mr 
Wharton is a PE teacher he had helped many students with a range of injuries, broken legs, spines, 
hands, sprains and etc. Students could find themselves needing first aid from not listening to 
instructions or injuring by accidents when using the trampoline. He has done loads of first aid calls. 
Knowledge of first aid promotes a healthy, secure and a safer environment and instils confidence 
amongst people to feel safe. Basic first aid knowledge is very helpful. Being trained to provide first 
aid is useful for everyone. Being trained to be a first aider gets you any job you like with the 
knowledge to save lives especially getting through shock and broken bones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the position of the person lies if he/she passed out 

Rugile Baltusyte 
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   Sports day this year will be held on the 13th and 14th July, for year 8 and 7. In 
the morning students will take part in a collection of athletic events, each student 
will choose a sprint, middle distance, throw and jump, but with this day approaching 
an often unnoticed problem begins to arise. The issue is should sports day be 
compulsory? 
 
 We asked a variety of students and teachers about their opinions on this 
controversial issue. There are many benefits for doing sports day, such as it 
encourages team work and pushes people’s comfort zones. Similarly sports day is a 
great opportunity to showcase some of Thirsk School’s talent in sport. However it 
can also pressurise students who find sport harder than others or are not as good at 
it, for example pupils have experienced, in the last month alone, asthma attacks, 
panic attacks. Others have suffered from insecurity, because of how they believe 
others may view them on how good they are at sport, and some have also become ill. 
Some teachers believe that students try to avoid sports day out of sheer laziness or 
just because they do not want to, however for many this is not the case it can be 
scary and upsetting for some students to have to do sports day as they could feel 
‘not good enough’ compared to others. Sports day can be immensely damaging to 
students and their self-esteem because they do not like to be watched. You never 
find students being made to do maths days or drama productions if they do not want 
to unless they are willing to take part. 
 
 P.E teacher, Mrs. McIntosh said, “All students should be involved in sports day”, 
she then went onto say that “People opt out too easily 
and use it as an excuse that is why we go down the 
route of everyone participates”. We then asked a 
teacher who wishes to remain anonymous and they 
similarly agreed with Mrs. McIntosh and said, 
“Children should be encouraged to do something if 
they are comfortable with it…however there should 
be a wider range of activities [outside athletics]”. Mrs. 
King gave the opinion that everyone should take part 
and it should remain with the traditional track and 
field event, it helps teambuilding and “life’s a 
competition”. Something that was raised by all those 
asked was that sports day is an important school 
event with many good positive reasons behind it, such 

Millie Dunning, Hannah Bradley, Grace Job and Romilly Smith 



    
 as it can help self-esteem and confidence.  

 Year 8 pupil Connor Wright said that “ it shouldn’t be 
compulsory but should be encouraged because it’s a very 
good thing for students to get involved in” he also said 
sports day is a way of showcasing talents but everyone 
should be able to have wide variety of options to take 
part in such as dance and gymnastics. Another point of 
view is that in other subjects such as music pupils aren’t 
made to participate in concerts or specialized days if they 
are not very skilled or confident in that area so why are 
they in P.E. A female student in year 8, also said that 
although sports day should be compulsory, students 
should be in much smaller groups to avoid feeling judged 
based on their performance, this view was shared by 
many others. As well as that she said there should be 

more options as some people are stronger in other aspects of sport. 
 
In conclusion, most of the opinions gathered believe that sports day should be 
compulsory for all students as it can be a fun day and develop many skills which are 
useful in many ways. However there could be a much wider variety of sports and 
small groups should participate in each sport one at a time to avoid any peer 
pressure or embarrassment. Many students hope to see improvements in this area 
for future sports days, what is your opinions on this matter and can you think of any 
more alternatives to the issues raised? 



  
Some of our journalist’s wanted to tackle some serious issues and ask students to 
voice their thoughts on the tricky subjects we see on the news. Alfie and Isaac chose 
to consider the recent terror attacks in the UK and how they have affected young 
people and handed it very sensitively. Here are their responses. 
 
Luke Cobb    
 
There’s been 3 terrorist attacks in the UK already, how do you feel? 
 
“To be honest, I’m actually appalled, like what is the point in doing the attacks. There 
not getting any good out of it and they are just hurting other people when they don’t 
need to do it.” 
 
 
Jacob Hunt  
 
So how do you feel about all the terrorist attacks that have been going on in England 
at the moment?  
 
“I think they’re really bad and innocent people don’t deserve it. It’s not a good thing 
and I don’t understand why there doing it.”  
 
Do you feel secure, say if you went to a concert would you feel safe going?  
 
“I don’t really know, probably not.” 
 
If you went with an adult or friends would you feel safe?  
 
“I’ll feel a bit safer but if I went with my friends I wouldn’t feel that safe.”  
 
 
Hannah Barwick 
 
There’s obviously been terrorist attacks in the UK and I was just wondering how you 
feel about going out to concerts or on an aeroplane? 
“It wouldn’t stop me from going because they seem to go to different places.”        

Alfie Savill and Isaac Lowe 



  We asked students around school what they think about adding comics to the 
school newspaper or in the corridors… 
 
We believe many creative students would be pleased with adding and contributing 
their work or ideas to the school’s newspaper.  Students such as Alfie Badminton 
suggested that comics would be a positive thing around the building and would 
lighten student’s minds before work. 
 
Leo suggested: ‘Comics would create a happier environment for students and 
possibly teachers. I believe this will have an effect on everyone’s mornings to 
improve people’s positivity.’ 
 
Tyler proclaimed ‘Nobody would be completely interested in reading every comic as 
because they may be busy with chores or homework. I believe a small amount of 
comics would suffice as normal.’ 
 
Overall we have decided from the majority of interviews that comics would be a 
strong proposal towards the school and would beneficial towards students.  

Isaac Bainbridge and Al Smith 



   Bradley Lowery sadly passed away on 7th July 2017 after a long battle against 
cancer. Everyone is heartbroken from this. We have decided to go round and find 
out how people feel about him and his family. There was a wide range of opinions but 
most were sad and upsetting. The questions were: how do you feel about Bradley 
passing away?  What do you feel and think about the family? Should there be any 
commemoration for his bravery at Sunderland? 
  First we went to a PE teacher. Their thoughts were: “Sad. I’ve got young kids 
myself my oldest is 4 , two years younger than Bradley. I think it puts it into 
perspective how short life is so very sad. I think it’s hard to put yourself in their 
position if you haven’t been through it yourself don’t know. I wouldn’t pretend to 
know what they are going through. But all my thoughts are with them and what 
Bradley achieved in his very short life. I think he is a role model for people his age 
and above could look at him and think about and conduct his bravery throughout his 
very short life. I think there should be a commemoration of Bradley. “ 
 We also interviewed a pupil their thoughts were: “He was two young to die but 
he was put out of pain. It’s not good buts its not all bad but he’s taught people good 
lessons. I feel very bad for the family as he was very young and didn’t get to live a full 
life so I feel bad for the family. I’m not sure if there should be a commemoration of 
Bradley at the stadium.” 
 We also interview another pupil: “I think it’s upsetting but good as it took him 
out of pain think his family will be upset. I’d be heart broken if my kid would have just 
died and its tragic. I think there should be statue of him. “ 

Oliver Metcalfe and Katie Williams  



  On the 11th of July 2017, Thirsk School’s Year Eights baked and 
made confectionary for a ‘School Café’. This happened during the 
Catering & Hospitality activity in Enrichment Week. The main 
plan was to have it so the staff could enjoy it. We interviewed 
Louis Harrison who was one of the bakers: ‘I feel my cookies have 
progressed,’ he said, ‘They will soon be the best in the universe!’  

Dan Valentine 



  My visit to the Thirsk Café can only be described as 
‘unique’. The staff were rather ageist as they could only let 
in people over 18 so we had to bribe them! There was a 
long wait until we were served and the atmosphere was 
crowded and frantic. There was however happy music in 
the background. I chose to order a cup of tea which I found 
quite weak and was rushed to drink it all. 

 

The first piece of food I tried first was an unnamed ‘cake’. 
The decoration wasn’t as good as the other cakes and it wasn’t better inside as it 
clearly hadn’t been well baked and had a ‘soggy bottom’. However, the taste was a bit 
better than the appearance . Overall, I gave the cake a two out of ten in appearance 
and a five in taste. 

 

The second cake was a chocolate fairy cake which had lots of cream on top of it. It 
looked the best of them all and was not disappointed with the taste. I felt it may have 
needed melted chocolate on the top but it was still a lovely flavour. I rated the 
appearance a nine and the taste an eight. 

 

After the chocolate cake was the cheese scone. Mrs Hudson commented that the 
scone was very nice and I have to agree. It had melted cheese in the centre and a 

crispy scone surrounding it. The 
appearance was a five as it wasn’t 
spectacular but the taste was an 
eight. 

 

Finally, I ate arguably the nicest piece 
of food in the Café. The almond 
cookie was lovely, crumply and tasted 
amazing. The appearance could have 
done a bit better but the taste was 
almost perfect! I rated the 
appearance a seven and the taste a 
nine. 

 

James McCormick 



  We interviewed year 8 students on their feelings towards sport and which sport they enjoy doing 
here at school. 
Sam Pyman 
Why do you enjoy sport? 
“Because it’s fun.” 
What sports do you enjoy? 
“Cricket and football are my favourite two.” 
How often do you play sport? 
“I play sport every day.” 
How long have you played sport for? 
“I’ve played sport since I was 5 years old.” 
Why did you put sport down as one of your 
options? 
“Because it’s fun and exciting.” 
 
Jake Walker 
Why do you enjoy sport? 
“It keeps me fit and healthy.” 
When were you first interested in sport? 
“Around for years ago.” 
What’s your favourite sport? 
“My favourite sport is cricket by far.” 
Why do you enjoy playing sport? 
“Because my friends do it and I meet new people as well” 
Why did you chose the sport as your option? 
“Because sport is the only thing that interests me.” 
 
Laurie Askew and Sasha Wallis 
Laurie said she finds sport interesting and fun and the sports she enjoys the most doing in P.E is 
gymnastics and dance. Sasha said she enjoys dance and horse riding. 
 
Boran Childer 
Boran said he loves playing sport as it keeps him healthy and it’s what he does when he’s bored to 
have fun, he likes playing golf and rugby. 
 
Ryan Evans 
Ryan said he loves playing football as its competitive and active and you never stop moving. 
He also said he likes playing team sports therefore when you win it’s a better feeling winning as a 
team. 
 
Molly Sadler 
What sports do you enjoy? 
“Football and athletics as I like working as a team.” 

Lily Dyson, Bethany Harker, Niamh Pearce, Holly Williams, 

Nicole Harker 


