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Welcome to the Falcon!

In 1958 H. Beynon, Thirsk School’s first Headmaster, had a dream. A dream that he
could recreate the school newspaper of Thirsk Grammar and Modern School so it
would become a permanent part of the institution. On the first page of the Falcon, he
wrote“I am glad to welcome the “Falcon” in its new form, and hope that it will establish itself as a permanent part of the life of the school”
The Falcon continued for the next 25 years in which it changed form from A5 to A4.
Every 3 years they published a collection of The Falcon.
In recent years the T.S. Times, the school paper that followed the Falcon, has won national awards. I remember in primary school my brother, James, would come home
and show me the copy of the paper and I decided that it was something which I wanted to be involved in. We are now re-launching it in a new format.
The name the Falcon has come from the emblem that is on the school crest. We
thought we should call it this in honour of the original writers of the school newspaper. Having dusted off early editions, Miss. Schofield said“School newspapers are a wonderful tradition and an important part of our school’s
history. I enjoyed seeing how the old paper was produced, and am excited to see
what we can improve upon.”
Writing for the school newspaper gives one a sense of achievement that can be cherished. We are hoping to release a copy every half term, with a total of six copies a
year. If you are interested in writing for The Falcon come and see Mr Hollis. We hope
you enjoy the first revived edition of The Falcon, it was written by a team of Year 8
students in one day!
Archie A M Turner

Primary School Sports Day
On 19th of July, 680 students from
years 3, 4 ,5 and 6 from the
surrounding area came together
for a sports day, including a range
of fun activities to introduce them
to high school PE.

We interviewed Mr Burgess, who was
responsible for running the event. He
said we ran the event to get children
involved with non competitive sport.
The sports included were: long jump,
volley ball, obstacle race, tug of war,
bean bag throw, high jump and vortex
throw. Some of our Year 9’s and 6th
formers and Year 10’s helped out
there. The KS2 students got stickers
for participating in the event. At the
end of the day a big relay was held between the schools attending. Overall
Carlton Miniott won! Well done!

“ It was really successful
and lots of the kids
enjoyed it. Not many of
the kids had tried volley
ball before but seemed to

enjoy it.”

Sixth former
and year
nines helping
at the event.

Children from Alanbrooke
School doing high jump.

Lucy Pullan and Rebecca Webster

The Future is Bright!
Year 6 Induction Week
From July 11th –15th, Thirsk School had an interesting week when Year 6 came
to visit for their induction. They had a taste of high school life; they met the teachers, made friends with other students and had a taster of the lessons they will
have in the future .
Their head of year is a very athletic man going by the
name of Mr Shuttleworth.
Mr Shuttleworth showed the children around the
school showing them the basics of school life. Mrs
Marston, Mr Burgess and Mr Shuttleworth helped
the children in finding new people, new friendship
groups so when they arrive in the new year, life in
high school will be easier for them.
Mr Shuttleworth feels confident that his up coming
year group is going be great and will be the best yet!

Charlie Walker, Tom Kelly and James Hutchinson

Year 8 Choices Day: Business Studies
Year 8’s have been learning about the Potter’s distribution company which is
based in Melmerby . Potters distribute goods from China to the UK for a range of
different companies such as Marks and Spencers, John Lewis and Sports Direct.
Potters brought three games
which our year 8’s were playing throughout the morning.
They learnt about how a distribution company works and the
importance of managing cash
flow by playing this game.
Tom Spence

Art Exhibition
On the 4th of July 2016 the Art Exhibition took place displaying the
Year 11 and year 12 course and exam work.
Why not look at the pictures below?

By Oliver Paxton-Lawrence & Hannah Tennant.

Hits Thirsk School!
Pokémon GO is the latest game in the Pokémon
franchise. It is the only one to use your GPS location to find Pokémon in your local area. These
Pokémon were in the previous games, and can
now be found everywhere. This one of a kind adventure based RPG (role playing game) is fun for
all ages and is taking virtual reality to the next
level. It finds local attractions on your GPS, and
calls them “Pokéstops”. These “Pokéstops” are
little shops where you can restock your items and
attract Pokémon.
The Basis of the Game
You are a Pokémon trainer and you are given one
of three Pokémon to start your adventure
(Charmander, Bulbasaur and Squirtle) from the
Professor. The Pokémon Professor asks you to
find all Pokémon in the Pokédex and capture
them in Pokéballs. This may seem a simple task,
but finding all of them is hard. They still pop up
even if you’ve already caught them, so you might
have quite a few doubles to trade in with the Professor.
Thirsk Pokémon locations
There are two known “hotspots” in Thirsk School.
One is the upper school field and the other is the
lower school field.

The most common Pokémon are:

Pidgey

Weedle

Rattata

Items
Incense- this is an item which attracts
Pokémon to your position. This is very
good when you’re at home and you
want some Pokémon!
Lucky egg- when using a lucky egg you
will get double XP (experience points)
which will help you level up and get new
things.
Lure module- Bring all the Pokémon to a
Pokéstop for 30 minutes; it helps everyone.
Pokémon Go is an exciting new adventure and we at Thirsk School love it! But
remember… Watch where you’re walking, as you never know what you might
hit!

By Matthew Marston
and James Ingoldsby

The Mystery Behind Annabelle the Doll by Archie Turner
The true story behind blockbusters such as “The Conjuring” and “Annabelle” and
the upcoming release of “Annabelle 2”.
Since this doll was bought in 1970 by a woman
to give to her daughter, Donna, things haven’t
been quite right. She started out as any normal
doll, until one day strange things started happening. She began to write messages, despite
there being no parchment paper in the apartment. She could move by herself and go to different locations.
However, how do we know that someone wasn’t moving her? Let me explain. After moving
numerous times, Donna took her to the police to be tested for fingerprints as well as the messages, but in vain as it showed no prints. After constant fear which was disrupting her studies to be a
nurse, Donna took the doll to a psychic medium who told her the doll was possessed by the spirit
of “Annabelle Higgins”, a girl that had been murdered in the apartment some years before. After
hearing this, Donna tried to accept the doll and
nurture it but this was not enough to convince
her friend Lou. He despised the doll and tried to
tell Donna that it was dangerous, but Donna
would not hear it.
At first the movements were subtle, just the
doll moving positions and Donna just brushed it
off, but by the end of the first month the doll was
almost fully mobile. They would leave for work
with Annabelle on Donna’s bed and come back to find it on the couch. Donna still insisted that
there would be some sort of explanation. After going to see the psychic medium things got worse,

until one day Donna found blood type O splattered on notes that said “Help us” or “Help
Lou”. When she walked into her room she
found Annabelle with blood all over her on her
bed...

Strasbourg Trip 2016
Earlier this year some year 7+8 students,
along with some staff members, went on a trip
to Strasbourg. We went around school and
asked some of the staff members that went
on the trip what it was like.

Mr Acheson said: “we went to Freiburg, Europa Park and Riquewihr. I would never go on a
rollercoaster again but the other teachers and children
enjoyed them! The food was very nice
and there was lots of it. Frieburg is the
most environmentally friendly place I
have been to. I spoke lots of French and
German, the most I could.”

Mr Pierce-Williams said: “I thoroughly
enjoyed the Strasbourg trip and it was
nice to see the students outside of the
school environment. There were a lot of
storks in Strasbourg, on the roofs making nests.”

Miss Sandhu said: “My favourite part
of the trip was Europa park but I still
enjoyed the whole trip. My favourite
ride was blue fire but I didn’t like warden. I tried my hardest to speak as
much French and German language I
could.”

By Hannah Mason, Chloe Waterworth,
Bethany Nesham and Unity Shrimpton

5 facts about Strasbourg:
1.

Capital city and principal town of the
Alsace region in eastern France.

2.

It’s the official seat of the European
Parliament.

3.

It has an estimated population of
300,000.

4.

It covers an area of 521sq miles.

5.

The Romans established a town on the
present site of the city and named it Argentoratum.

We recently found out that the next
Nobody knows of music, nobody’s alschool musical will be the exciting show lowed to listen to music, nobody’s al“We Will Rock You.”
lowed to play music because through
We wanted to find out more about this their history it’s all been taken out – unso we went to find Mrs Stimson and Mrs til two rebellious individuals decide that
Dickson. They generously agreed to an that’s not on and they’re going to find a
way to bring music back to everybody.
interview, this is what they said.
They go on a mission to find Wembley
“The premise of the musical is that it usStadium!”
es Queen’s music, it uses all of their muI have been told that the first audition
sic to tell their story.”
where we can gather for the first meetMrs Stimson explains that it is set in the
ing is going to be the first Thursday
future and written by Ben Elton. This
back, after the summer holidays; anyone
makes the musical quite funny as he is
can audition!
also known as a comedian.
Mrs Dickson explains that everyone will
“It is set in the future where all music
gather in the hall and “see who’s up for
has been banned.
it.” The show itself will be the week before the February half term. So far the
dates have been organised as Monday
the 11th of February, but this will need
to be confirmed.
Instruments used this year will be
played by a drummer, guitarist, bass guitarist and there might be a saxophone
involved.
By Unity Shrimpton and Bethany
Nesham

Year 7 Sports Day
Interviews!
Jed: We did sprint, middle-distance, jump, throw, relay
and charity skipping. I found it quite challenging , but the
teachers where very supportive through all of it. Some of
the others did Samba to help us with the skipping. It was
great fun.

Mia: I found today fun, challenging and very tiring!
Mrs Hunter: It was nice too see people competing and supThis is the afternoon of the
year 7 sports day. This
morning they did athletics.
This is the afternoon, skipping for the ‘British Heart
Foundation’.

E3 by Cody Cullen-Dickinson
This magical gamers conference has changed the heart of
gamers with new games being revealed like Fallout 4 and
DBZ Battle of Z. Here are my reasons why I think it is
good:


The release of games like Pokémon Go, one of the hottest game at school
right now, and other games like Xenoverse 2 and Tekken 7.



It exclusively selects people to go to E3. I want in the future to be wellknown enough to go.



The location; it has been held in select location s all over the world, so if I do
get an invitation I’ll need to get a lot of money to fly to where it is!



The setting is great because each room is themed, for example an Xbox room
and a PS4 room.

A Day in the Life of Mr. Lee
For breakfast he has a cup of tea and two
Weetabix...EVERY DAY!
He then walks to school and checks all his emails in
his science laboratory, E4.
He teaches until break which is at 10:55AM.
He teaches sixth form physics. He brings sandwiches
for lunch, then goes home at 2pm.
Sometimes he goes to the gym, or goes to the Crown
and Anchor for a pint of
bitter.
He likes to tell stories of his past, one of which was
about a lesson on momentum, when he fell off a skate
board in front of a sixth form class. The head boy
(Cameron Watson) laughed for 10 minutes.
Mr Lee also likes experiments!
By Elizabeth Cornforth and Caitlin Fox

Dunbar
Mrs Blogg and Year 12 students went to Dunbar for a
Geography and Biology field trip for a week. This annual Thirsk tradition is always hugely enjoyed by students and staff alike.
Here are some funny stories:

Mr Pentland forgot all the food so he had to go
from Newcastle back to school for the food!

One of the students left his clipboard in KFC.

On the last night they had a mini Olympics and
the boys won it.

Mrs Blogg’s team had to go up a steep mountain—luckily nobody got hurt.
But in the end they all did well and learnt a lot!
Cody Dickinson & Caitlin Fox

Mrs Percival’s Past, Present, and Future!
By Jacob Fairweather, Blaney Wardhaugh & Katie Mandis.
We found Mrs Percival ready for an interview carrying glass
milk bottles. When asked what they were for, she happily informed us that they were for decoration in the hall for the leavers.
After she found a comfortable seat, we began our interview.
Mrs Percival (pictured right) is a teacher at Thirsk School, who,
after 34 long years of teaching, has deemed it time to retire.

She stated joyfully that she has “loved every minute” of teaching at our school, and when asked to recall a favourite moment,
she said that there were “too many to choose”.
Mrs Percival was inspired to teach by her own drama teacher, a
Mister Ralph Brooke. (Pictured right below with his class)
Originally, Mrs Percival taught both P.E AND Drama, which undoubtedly must have been tiring. She spent 4 years teaching
this way.
I’m sure everyone is interested how teachers treat one-another? Well. When asked, Mrs Percival
said that she’s been “treated the way [she’s] deserved, just like everyone else”.
After her 4 years initial teaching, (her first class pictured below) she met her husband. Only a few
months later she returned to teaching, to teach another 30 years.
‘So, Mrs Percival’, I ask good-naturedly, ‘if you are willing to divulge, what are you planning for your
life after retirement?’
She replied:“Well, I’ve been appointed as an examiner at Rock School, er– Performing arts…. I’m on
the Creative Writing Team at Stagecoach Headquarters, with the possibility of working with Michael Rosen”, who is a famous poet and writer.
Mrs Percival’s favourite ‘Big School Productions’ both to watch AND teach/learn, were “Jesus
Christ Superstar”, and “Man of La Mancha”. We ended the interview with a friendly wave, and a
cheery “cheerio”.

The Cube… At Thirsk School!
For Thirsk School’s Enrichment Days
2016, all years shall compete against
each other in order to beat The Cube!
The Cube is a British television programme where a contestant does certain
tasks inside The Cube in order to win
money. As the Contestants move on to
another challenge, it gets more difficult.
The television show, Krypton Factor, is incorporated in this year’s challenge. The Krypton Factor was a television show a bit like The Cube, testing the skills of the participants.
Thirsk students will all take part in a variety of Cube-like activities. They will have 25 activities
over the two days in which they will take part, and each activity should last 12 minutes. To complete these challenges, they will be in teams. Each team will have a colour. The colours are blue,
yellow, pink, green and black. In the team, there will be 12-15 students. Instead of money, each
team completes a challenge to gain points. These will be redeemed in the final challenge.
There are different sections to the activities; such as, speed, mind, decision making and the body.
Thirsk School have kept this information top secret, however we do know that in the body section, the RAF are participating. It is unknown as of yet why they are coming in but we will soon
found out!
We interviewed with Miss Pegg to find out more!
Miss Pegg and Mr Wharton spoke about Television Programmes that they enjoyed. To come up
with the activity ideas, some teachers had a staff meeting and ‘used their imagination’. She says
that it will be good fun and the students will come across some unexpected surprises.
We also interviewed Mr Wharton, and here is what else we found! The final challenge, will be on
the field where there will be a final relay. Mr Warton's favourite challenge is the generation
game!
Mrs Dickson, leader of the pink team, won last
year! Can she win again?

‘Life is what you make it’, - Mrs Percival.
‘Everyone can enjoy it!’, - Mrs Dickson.

Do you have what it takes to beat The Cube?

The Joyful Time of Mrs Job
By Katie Mandis and Blaney Wardhaugh

As we discovered Mrs Job sitting comfortably at her desk, we asked her a couple of questions
about her English teaching career.
We started with a simple question about her experience
as a teacher at Thirsk School. She enthusiastically replied , “It has been amazing, the students have been the
nicest I have ever taught.” As we got into the flow of the
interview we started to ask her about how she has enjoyed teaching English. A bright smile appeared on her
face as she expressed that she thoroughly enjoys teaching the subject and states that it is ‘clearly the best subject.’ When asking her how long she had been teaching, a
nervous look appeared on her face as she said that she
has been teaching for 21 years! She also mentioned how
some of her former students are now 40 years old!

As we brought the risky question of asking her if she
liked all the staff that she works with, she chuckled and
told us, “Of course I do’ . We think she thought we were
gossiping about her! We then brought up the subject
English itself and asked her if it is a good subject to teach.
She instantly jumped into her reply and said excitedly
“We’ve got all the books, Shakespeare, Billy Boy and grammar. What is there not to like?”

We then asked her about her best moments of her teaching career she thoughtfully answered,
”I love the joy on people’s faces when they get engrossed in a book” and she loves to tell people
how well they have done in their English exams.
When asking her if she has ever done anything other than teaching English. She had a horrified
look on her face as she told us she worked as a nanny for a
year, she expressed that her boss was such a sweetheart
but the kids were another story. Turns out she absolutely
hated looking after younger kids and this is what helped
her decide that she wanted to work with older kids.
Mrs Job is a wonderful teacher and the students she teaches are very lucky to have her!

Thirsk World Music Tour

Belgium X2

Poland

Paris
Vienna

Hungary

Barcelona

Spain

Tuscany

Since 1997, the Thirsk School Music Department, run by Mrs Dickson and Mr PierceWilliams, has toured all over Europe. Each academic year, they have taken a coach of 50
students to a new place to perform and make
music and spread the word of the famous music department. Students have visited: Prague, Poland, Hungary, Paris, Vienna, Tuscany,
Barcelona, Belgium twice and Spain twice.
The department is planning to visit Prague
again next year. On the tour, the students
spend time sight-seeing as well as performing
for crowds; a feat not many other schools can
proudly say they have accomplished. However, students don’t just spend their time playing music– they take time to explore the
place around them. On the Poland tour they
visited the infamous concentration camp,
Auschwitz.
The Music Tour even gets to indulge in different foods from different countries. All of the

By Thomas Dennis, Lily Giles and Hannah Morris.

students said that the food they had in Hungary was the best they had ever tried!
In addition to all these amazing activities,
they had a chance to perform at the nightly
concert at the famous World War 1 centenary Menin Gate in Belgium, where they
also laid a wreath in respect to the fallen soldiers who were never found. Mrs Dickson
said that this was an incredible once in a lifetime experience. As you can see, the lucky
members of the brilliant band and choir have
the time of their life on these fabulous trips
and we hope they carry on for years to come!

Have you ever wondered what Thirsk School used to look like?

1923

2016
By Chloe Waterworth and Hannah Mason

WORDSEARCH
L Y E G D I P M P J L I P I N
K O H W V B U F M M L F O I D
V D O G Z S G M U L A R K S W
H E F H I Q K U J X B D É I Z

I N C C C H K F O G Y T M M H
Y N A M Y S T E R I E S O B E

Can you find the words in the grid?
All of them are linked to this edition of ‘The Falcon’.

ART
HIGH
INDUCTION

K L D Y F N K U D T L A N M I
B K C U L B O S R N L P U S U
J W U Y C B H A R L O G Z W O

JUMP
MUSICAL

L D O P S T J J A I V X K Q F

MYSTERIES

K D G A D M I O I H H I K Q A

PIDGEY

K W R U K X J O L I A T V X N

POKÉMON

X T A B H H C H N E B S Y A H

STRASBOURG

S X V E L R C C U M G B D I N

THIRSKSCHOOL

C S S K M L B R Z M N B W S O

VOLLEYBALL

