
  THE THESTRAL 

     Enrichment Day’s Morning 

Edition of the Falcon 



  For our Enrichment Challenge we were asked to create our own version 

of The Falcon, the school newspaper. We had to choose an alternative 

name for our paper so we tried to do so by combining the letters of 

people’s last names. We had many different ideas like ‘The Mad Kestrel’, 

‘The Maths Thestral’ and many more mysterious and magical names as we 

tried to stay with a bird theme. The whole group voted and ‘The Thestral’ 

won.  

A thestral is a breed of winged horses created by J. K. Rowling to pull the 

coaches to Hogwarts. They a skeleton body and face with reptilian 

features and wide, leathery 

wings.  

You can only see them if you 

have ever been truly touched 

by death. In centuries past the 

sight of them was unlucky; 

they have been hunted and ill 

treated for many years their 

true nature (which is kindly 

and gentle) being widely 

misunderstood. 

 

Miss Dinsdale cleverly noticed  

that it suits our bird theme... 

The Thirsk Kestral! 

Mia Nicholls 



  On Sunday the 9th of July, a few Year 7’s 8’s and 9’s went on a day trip to Alton 
Towers. There were 4 buses, the first was late to leave because of a couple of 
people! The journey there and back was about 2 hours long. 
 Unfortunately, four Year 8 boys got stuck in a cable cart. Their names are Alan 
Szlanga, Harry Riorden, Luke Cobb and Oscar Benoit. We were lucky to get an 
interview with Harry and he said:  
 “When we got stuck we were in the cable cart; me, Alan, Luke and Oscar. A guy 
said that they pressed the emergency button and then we rang Mr Rickard’s phone 
number as he gave it to us just in case we got into trouble. He said if we were in 
there for another half an hour, he will try and help 
us get out of there. But finally, after 
half an hour, it started moving and 
everyone fell over as it was really 
quick.” 
 However, they all said that they 
enjoyed their time at the theme park 
and that they had great fun on the rides. 
Alan told us that his favourite ride was 
The Smiler, but on the other hand he 
didn’t like the tea cups as he found them 
boring. 
 Even though many people did go on the trip, there was also people who didn’t 
go. We interviewed Elliott Robson in Year 8 and he said: 
“I didn’t go to Alton Towers because I’m not fond of rides. A ride that I do know is 
Rita which I would probably go on. If I had the choice I would go with school as I 
would be with my friends”  
 On the other hand we did interview a couple of other people who went on the 
trip, two year 8’s Katie Harrison and Beth Grierson: “Yes I did go to Alton Towers, I 
went just for fun. I don’t really have a favourite ride but if I was going to go again I 
would go with school/ my friends as my brothers are really annoying.”  
 “I’m not really sure why I went to Alton Towers but I liked how sunny it was. I 
don’t have a favourite ride but I definitely prefer Lightwater Valley, next time I 
would go with my family.”- Beth 
 In the end, I think everyone will agree that most people enjoyed their time at 
the theme park and those who didn’t go would like to go in the future.  

Flora McCallum, Caitlin Stapleton, Wiktoria Wasniewska 

and Magda Nowak 



  This year, for Deer Shed our school has been asked to produce art work to fill the 

centre piece in the Shed. Many of the schools year 7s, 8s and 9s have come together 

to create woodland art work. Most of this being canvases, bottle-flowers and 3D 

models! In the centre of the shed there will be a toad stool that you are able to sit on.                                    

 The whole event will be extremely exciting for all, and most of the pupils that 

attended Art Club are able to set the Shed up and decorate it! Pupils have attended 

the Art Club every weekday other than Mondays, so a lot of hard work has gone into 

creating the Shed. Deer Shed will start on the 21st and will end on the 23rd of July. It 

is located in Baldersby Park, Topcliffe.  

 We interviewed Miss Fenwick. We asked her if she was excited for Deer Shed 

and why. She is very excited for the work to go up in the Shed, she can’t imagine how 

good everything would look once it had all been set up! Secondly we asked her if she 

was proud of the work her students had produced and she said that she was 

extremely proud of her pupil’s commitment and of how good the work was that they 

were creating! 

 Lastly we asked, would she ever consider doing the Shed again? Her reply was 

she would definitely want to do the Shed again next year, or even make it an ongoing 

event to cover a series of years! 

 Credit to all the pupils that attended the art club and help create amazing art 

work! 

Big thanks to the two girls that we are working with, Vicky Bayes and Ellie-Jo 

Richardson! Also thank you to Miss Fenwick for making this happen! 

Katy Bosomworth and Lilly Lofthouse 



  I interviewed a few people who went to the disco to find out facts and 
interesting features of the 2017 year 6 induction week disco, here’s what 
I found… 
 
One interviewed person quoted “the songs were better than last year” 
and another person saying “last year the music was better” we shall have 
to see whether the same DJ will be split opinion after this year.  
 
Despite troubles of choice on the dance floor the people praised the work 
of the people at the refreshments stall selling fast and efficiently not 
wasting time. 

Alfie Badminton 



  American Independence Day is the day that America declared 
themselves an independent nation and no longer part of the British 
Empire. Independence Day is the day that usually Americans launch 
fireworks into the sky to celebrate.  

 

On the 4th July the canteen staff of Thirsk School served a menu for 
the American Independence Day. There was fried chicken, pizza, burgers 
and much more. Stefan le Blain, the schools head chef, decided that they 
would make an American menu. Stefan and the squad have done this for 
years and they are not stopping. Their favourite part of the day was 

dressing up as cowboys and 
cowgirls. 

 

Joseph Coles and Jack Scott 



  The Lightwater Valley trip is a reward to the students who have done very well 
throughout the year. However there can be a dispute between the students who are 
not going and if they think they deserve it.  

 The teachers who decided the deadline, Mrs Stimson and Mr Shuttleworth have 
decide  to reward those who have worked hard all year. 

 Mrs Stimson said “The trip is only for years 7 and 8 who have done well 
throughout the year and a deadline of 8 red comments and under”, we then asked 
her if she felt bad for those who aren’t going to the trip and she replied with “No, 
because it is a reward to those who have worked exceptionally all year round”. 

 Many people want to go on this trip as Lightwater 
Valley contains many thrilling attractions such as: 

 

 The Ultimate, with a 107ft drop     

 The Eagles claw, which goes nearly upside-down 

 Black pearl,  which sways and goes upside-down 

 Raptor attack, an underground terror rollercoaster 

 Black widows web, which goes completely upside-
down 

 The twister, a fun packed experience 

 

 We then asked students Erin Walker and Lucy Burn 
(Year 8), who are going on the trip whether it was fair 
that they are off and if they are excited, they said “Yes we are extremely excited as 
we are going to be with our friends and it’s a day off”. Lucy then said “I got no red 
comments so I definitely worked for it. I am happy with the price of it as well as it 
was cheaper than an original single ticket and it also pays for bus fares”. Erin then 
added “I don’t think I earned the trip as I got loads of red comments but I have tried 
hard, I think the price is cheap and I can’t wait” 

 

 We then asked a student Alfie Badminton who is not going to the trip if he 
thinks it’s fair or not. He then said “I’m disappointed as I did really want to go and I 
tried to keep my red comments low”. We asked him if he should go, he answered 
with “Yes I think I should go as there must be a space left on the bus for someone 
who has tried really hard”. “8 red comments isn’t a lot as it is easy to forget a 
homework when you actually have done it, and because of this, this is probably why 
I’m not going”. We hope to see you there next year, Alfie! 

Jade Metcalfe-wood and Holly Ball 



  Year 7, 8 & 9 have been taking part in an enrichment day where they each 
participate in a series of challenges throughout the day. 
Year 7 have been doing challenges in groups which they have to complete together 
as a team. 
Year 8 have been doing a choices day where they chose a few subjects to work on 
during four 1 and 3/4 hour sessions. 
Year 9 have been taking up a leadership role within each year 7 group to help them 
get through each challenge. 
 
The point of Enrichment Day is to give pupils many different experiences that they 
would not get in everyday school lessons so that they can develop skills that they 
may need in later life. 
 
Here are some pictures of what year 7, 8 & 9 were doing on Enrichment Day: 

Esther Smith and Daisy Forrest 

Money management in B1 

The horse racing industry in the 
Cadet hut. You got to dress up as 
jockeys and ride a (not real) horse! 

Another 7 and 9 teamwork challenge in F2 with Miss Hudson 



  We interviewed Mrs Dickson and Mr Pierce-Williams to ask her about the Summer 
Serenade, and how the event was organised, and some of the highlights of it.  

 

The event was organised by a group of Year 10 BTEC students. They had to organise 
booking the hall, admin, refreshments and advertisement. There was also the task of 
encouraging students to get involved. There were students involved in the concert 
from Year 7 all the way up to Year 13. There was a variety of different talents being 
showcased such as orchestra, musicians, singers and choirs. ‘One of my highlights 
was when the ex-students joined in with the choir singing ‘Something Inside So 
Strong’ because it is a song we have sang for many years on tour’. Mr Pierce-
Williams said that it ‘Showcases upcoming new talents and it is mainly soloists and 
small groups. It gives people a chance to perform in front of an audience in a more 
informal way. I thoroughly enjoyed it.’  
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Mia Nicholls and Abigail Elliott 

CELLO 

CLARINET 

CORNET 

DRUMS 

EUPHONIUM 

FLUTE 

GUITAR 

PIANO 

SAXOPHONE 

TROMBONE 

TRUMPET 

TUBA 

VIOLA 

VIOLIN 


