
 

 

 
 
13th May 2019 
 
To all Parents / Carers of Y11 Students 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
As the first GCSE exams commenced today I wanted to write to you to address a few final points as the 
Year 11s finish their time at Thirsk School. Today marks the start of a period of 5 weeks of exams in 
which students have been well prepared for and where they have worked hard. Please do monitor them 
well over the exam period – making sure they are working hard but are looking after themselves by 
resting, eating well and sleeping (the best they can). As difficult as it may be please also monitor their 
‘social media’ time – it is imperative that they are focusing on themselves and their commitment to their 
own success – social media is a huge distraction and one that can cause undue stress at an already 
stressful time.  
 
It has been impressed upon the students the rules and regulations around exams; I hope that the 
process can continue smoothly. In addition to this I have noted a number of things that will conclude 
their Year 11 time.  
 
Hoodies, Year Book and Prom 
 
Students have already had the opportunity to purchase leavers’ hoodies and from this point they are 
allowed to wear them in school (just not in the exam halls). We are in the process of finalising the 
leavers’ year books – these will be with the students who have ordered them over the next few weeks. 
We are also very much looking forward to the Prom being held at Thief Hall; we expect all students at 
this event to conduct themselves in the very best of ways – it is always a lovely night.   
 
Final Day  
 
Students are also aware that on Thursday 23rd May we will finish the day with their leavers’ assembly – 
where special awards will take place. This will mark the official start to study leave. We are aware that 
on this day students very often like to get shirts signed; they must make sure they remain appropriate 
and have a clean shirt ready for exams the next day! 
 
Students after this point will only have to be in school on the days of their exams. However, some 
subject staff will offer lessons after this date by arrangement. Students are more than welcome to come 
in to school to revise – especially if they have an exam in the morning and the afternoon. They must 
place themselves in the library for revision and if they leave site must sign in and out at reception.  
 
 
 



 
Cashless Catering  
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to also ask you to clear any debt that there may be on ParentPay from 
school meals. On return after half-term (3rd June) the Finance Office will be running a ‘zero’ lend policy 
for Year 11s. It is therefore imperative that ParentPay remains in credit. Upon leaving, those students 
whose accounts are in credit will be refunded by either transferring the credit to a sibling or a refund via 
ParentPay back to the parent account (which is our preferred option and this will take place post GCSE 
examinations). For further information contact Mrs Sykes in the Finance Office. 
 
Lockers 
 
Students are in a position where they have their own locks for lockers. We would ask that out of 
courtesy they remove their locks and make sure their locker is clear and clean by the day of their final 
exam. 
 
Library Books and other borrowed items  
 
Please do make sure that they are all clearing out their rooms of borrowed resources. We have records 
of library books borrowed and would appreciate them all returning. Any books or resources borrowed 
from the school should also be returned – they have a leavers’ form that should help them with this 
process.  
 
Results 
 
Results are available from school on Thursday 22nd August at 10.00am. For students who are unable to 
attend school on this day the results can be posted if a SAE is provided. This must be given to Mrs 
Stimson prior to leaving. It can also be arranged – under extreme circumstances – to ring the student 
(for example, if you are out of the country and would want to know your grades). This must also be 
registered with Mrs Stimson prior to finishing.  
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support, for many of you this will conclude the 
mainstream education of your child(ren). However, it is hoped that many will make a successful 
transition to the Sixth Form. This process begins with a Bridging Day – further information available from 
Mr Pentland in the Sixth Form.  
 
Let’s hope the students do themselves proud this summer by attaining great results. 
If you have any questions please do either ring or email me on nicola.stimson@thirskschool.org 
 
Yours faithfully  

 
 
Mrs Nicola Stimson  
Head of Upper School 

mailto:nicola.stimson@thirskschool.org

