
18th July 2019 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Another year gone and certainly one I look back on positively! At the end of this academic year I can safely 

say that I now feel very much a part of the school and wider community, and no longer the ‘newbie’. 

There have been so many changes and lots going on throughout the year. And, although change will not 

always be liked by everyone, at least we know that we are not standing still and continually trying to move 

forward and grow. 

This last term saw us hold our Alumni Event, which was fantastic! We probably had 200-300 people 

through our doors that day and 100 people sign up to our Alumni – ‘The Falconers’. We hope to have a 

dedicated part of our website for that next year, with more information to follow. We were entertained by 

some of our students and everyone thoroughly enjoyed looking through our memorabilia. It is only right 

that we give public thanks to Gordon Pentland who was the main organiser and was also nominated for a 

local teaching award for ‘Community Contribution’ because of it. 

The local teaching award ceremony for Hambleton and Richmondshire was held at Thirsk Racecourse this 

year and entertainment came from our very own ex-students Aidan Tulloch and Luke Coupland. They went 

down a storm, not surprisingly, and yet again our young people showed us that they truly are our best  

advert. 

In other news, if you were tuned into Radio York on 4th July you might have heard me doing the ‘in the 

news’ slot on the breakfast show. I deliberately kept this quiet on the off chance they decided not to ask 

me to return and it was a complete disaster! However, I am pleased to say that they have asked me back 

on the 4th October for the 7.25am, 7.55am and 8.25am slots – so get tuned in! It is great publicity for us 

as a school and we are truly grateful to Radio York for thinking of us. In terms of other dates for your diary, 

flushed with the success of the Alumni Event, Gordon is now turning his attentions to a beer festival on 

Saturday 5th October here at school, with none other than local band ‘The Bootleggers’ providing the  

entertainment – more details next school year, but get the date in your diary now. 

Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to all my staff, students, local businesses and you as parents 

for what has been a fantastic year for the school, for your continued hard work and support. I hope you all 

have a wonderful, restful summer holiday and look forward to writing to you again in September. 

Yours sincerely 

Emma Lambden, Headteacher 



18th July 2019 

 

 

School Uniform Orders 

The cut-off date for ordering school uniform in time for it to arrive before 

school starts is 7th August 2019. Orders can be placed at  

www.school-shop.co.uk 

 

School Badges 

We have a supply of new School Badges that can be sewn on to existing school blazers. They can be  

purchased from reception. The cost of each badge is £3.50. 

 

Cricket News 

Year 7 

Thirsk School Year 7s made it to the area cup semi final, where they played away at Stokesley. Thirsk 

batted first and made a decent total of 65/4 of their 20 overs. Sam Andrews was the stand-out performer 

with 29 of 36 balls. In reply Aeddan Bate was unlucky and had a catch dropped of his bowling in the first 

over, however this was as close as Thirsk got with Stokesley scoring the 66 runs needed without losing a 

wicket. 

Year 8 

Thirsk School Year 8s travelled to Stokesley to play in the area cup quarter final. Thirsk bowled first and 

thanks to a great spell of bowling from Jacob Kettlewell, who took 4 wickets, they kept Stokesley to 65 

runs. Noah Todd led the Thirsk reply with 21 runs including a 6. Thirsk comfortably made the target after 

14 overs and the loss of only 4 wickets. 

This took Thirsk into a semi-final with Easingwold, which finished in a last over thriller. Thirsk batted first 

and made 82/3 of their 20 overs which was a competitive score due to the long boundaries. Jacob 

Kettlewell top scored with 32 not out. In reply Easingwold made it difficult to take wicket but Thirsk were 

able to keep the scoring rate down with Alex Valentine only conceding 6 runs from his 4 overs and Noah 

Todd only conceding 10 runs from his 4 overs. Unfortunately Easingwold made their target of 83 with only 

two balls of the match remaining. 

Year 10 

The year 10 cricket team made it to the quarter finals of the county cup. However due to the weather the 

game had to be decided by a bowl out. Ilkley Grammar eventually won the bowl out 4-2 with Harry 

Riordan and Jake Walker hitting the stumps for Thirsk. 

http://www.school-shop.co.uk
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Performing Arts News 

Music Tour 

Our next international music tour will be to Leipzig over Easter 2020. Any musicians should see Mrs  

Dickson to collect a letter if interested. 

Summer Serenade 

Thank you for all who attended this lovely concert celebrating solo and small ensemble performances. 

Music Ensembles 

All music ensembles will begin rehearsing week beginning 9th September, all new instrumentalists 

welcome from all year groups.  

County Choir 

The tradition continues of musicians representing Thirsk School at the county choir residential 

summer school. This year Eva Foggin, Dulcie Webster Jones, Laura Carney & Ben McLoughlin 

have rehearsed at Harrogate Ladies College under the direction of  Andrea Rhodes. A great 

week was had by all.   

Ex-student 

Congratulations to former Thirsk student Rory Mann, who has just gained a first class honours 

degree from Leeds College of Music.  

Carnegie Hall 

Three of our students recently enjoyed the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity of performing in  

Carnegie Hall, New York. Patrick, George and Ivan Mellor all play for Tees Valley Youth  

Orchestra (Patrick on trumpet, George on trombone and Ivan on French horn). The orchestra  

performed in Carnegie Hall on 11th July to mark their 50th anniversary. The boys raised  

money themselves to fund their trip by walking the Three Peaks Challenge earlier this year.  

Year 5 Enrichment Day  

Students from Years 7, 8 and 9 proved what hard work being performers was when they  

performed 4 shows throughout the day to the visiting Year 5s. This was a performance that was devised  

completely from scratch and based around the action within a circus. This was supported admirably by Sixth 

Form students Ben Mclouglin, Molly Towse and Oona Webster Jones. Through the day the  

performance Oona and Mrs Stimson joined the performance and then led some work with 

the Yr 5s. Thirsk School students presented themselves incredibly well and it was a pleasure 

to watch them at work through the day.  

School Production 2020  

It is with great pleasure that we can let you know that the next school production is 'Sister 

Act the Musical'. We are very excited by the story and the music - the music of Alan Menken 

is fabulous - and any Disney fans out there will recognise the style. We will be starting with 

meetings in September and then the audition process will begin.   
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STEM Day 

On Monday 15th July a group of 55 year 8 and 9 girls participated in a STEM day run by the Smallpeice 

Trust. In groups students had to design, build, program, pitch and 

market a brand-new autonomous car. Their task was to build a  

vehicle that could travel across a city from point A to point B  

autonomously. They used an array of different sensors to help the 

vehicle to sense its environment and move safely.  Some of the 

cars designed looked and sounded great on paper and carried a 

hefty price tag when they were pitched- some retailing at £50,000! It 

was the programming stage that took a lot of reliance and patience 

as well as problem solving skills to enable the cars to move following 

the correct path.  

Students had to work well in a team to not only build and program 

the car but to present it in front of the room at the end of the day. 

The girls showed great creativity, patience and resilience throughout the day and should be very proud of 

themselves! Especially the winning team who took a selfie with their car! Well done to all the girls  

involved! 

 

Horse riding success 

Two of our Year 10 students, Anya Strilkowski and Ria Scott, are enjoying great success with their horses in 

eventing competitions.  

Anya recently passed her British Horse Society Stage I qualification that she has been 

working towards at Askham Bryan college, and competed at Bishop Burton within a 

Novice section that incorporated at least 7 professionals. She did an amazing job and 

came 6th behind Ben Hobday, being one of three who had finished clear within the 

time. She then competed in the U18 Novice section, coming 

an amazing 3rd place and being the only competitor to  

finish within the time.  

Ria has recently been selected for the long list for the 

British Eventing European Championships with her pony Starflower. The pair will 

compete in Poland in August.  
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Enrichment Week 

The penultimate week of term was ‘Enrichment Week’, with students spending time away from their usual 

timetable, enjoying a range of different activities. 

Our Year 10s spent the week on work experience, an enjoyable and enriching experience for both them 

and their employers. We have received some lovely feedback from the local organisations who were good 

enough to give up their time to take them on, and are very proud of the way our young people have  

conducted themselves. Thank you to everyone involved. 

The Year 7s enjoyed a sports day while the Year 8s were trying their hand at various 

careers. This ‘Choices Day’ is designed to allow students to sample different careers 

before they start thinking about their option choices in Year 9. Sessions include  

journalism, where teams put together an edition of the school newspaper ‘The Falcon’ 

in a single day, role playing games to help learn how businesses work, and visits from 

the armed forces. As ever, the highlight (for staff at least) was the 'Foccacina Da Te' 

cafe where students baked and then served a delicious selection of treats at break.  

There was a reward trip to Lightwater Valley for students 

who have shown good behaviour throughout the year, and then Thursday 

and Friday were spent on ‘team challenges’. Students were split into small 

teams with students from other year groups, moving around the school  

undertaking a series of physical and mental challenges, from making their 

way across the sports hall without touching the ground, to building a bridge 

using only marshmallows and dried spaghetti.  

Over the course of enrichment week a large number of Years 7, 8 and 9, working alongside staff and sixth 

formers, went out into the community to complete a litter pick. Overall they spent five hours over two 

days, covering around  ten miles of streets and rural paths, and picking up everything that they found. The  

commitment and enthusiasm of the students was incredible throughout this, and many passers-by 

stopped to both praise the pupils, and thank us for what we were doing. Notable moments in the two days 

came when they found a shopping trolley, and wheeled it for two miles back to Tesco, and when two  

students, committed to getting every last bit of rubbish out from under a hedge, actually climbed  

underneath it to the extent that they could no longer be seen. As a town we should all feel very proud of 

our young teenagers, who were so prepared to commit to help keep the community a little bit more free 

from litter.  
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Health and Social Care 

On Thursday 27th June, the Year 12 Health and Social Care students visited 

local care home, Hambleton Grange, to play boccia (a sit down version of 

bowls) with some of the residents. The visit was enjoyed by everyone as it 

brought out the competitive spirit in both the residents and our students! A 

very big thank you to Lindsey Ashby and team who helped co-ordinate our 

visit. We look forward to visiting again soon!  

Year 11 Prom 

Year 11 Prom, held at Thief Hall, was a lovely evening to celebrate with the 

class of 2019. The students did themselves, their  

parents and the school proud with the way they conducted themselves. They all 

looked absolutely amazing. We are grateful to Thief Hall for their hosting services - 

we were very well looked after and would highly recommend as a venue. 

Good luck Class of 2019 in all you do! 

 

Geography Trips 

Our GCSE and A-level Geography students have been practising their fieldwork skills 

on Redcar beach and at Richmond castle respectively. The Year 10s were delighted 

as, unusually, they had better weather than Thirsk and it was nice to be on 

Redcar beach when it wasn’t snowing, raining or blowing a gale. All the  

students were motivated and undertook the fieldwork really well; they were  

a credit to the school and to themselves.  

 

 

Deer Shed Festival 

A small group of year 7 students have been very busy creating art work 

for the Deer Shed Festival, held in Baldersby Park on 26th-28th July. The 

theme of this year’s festival is "Generation XYZ", as reflected in the  

students’ artwork!  
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Alumni Day 

15th June 2019 saw Thirsk School celebrate 62 years of success, having first opened in 1957. Staff and  

students from across the full spectrum of ages attended and explored their old school. Refreshments, 

tours, sports, music and ‘school dinners’ were on offer. 

Most notable was the arrival of three of the original 1957 staff, all now in their nineties, who thoroughly 

enjoyed the historic display in the hall. They were able to add names to old photographs and enhance 

the feeling of history. A special edition of our student newspaper ‘The Falcon’, produced by student  

journalists on the day, is attached to this newsletter. 

Members of our Alumni Society will be invited to speak in school, mentor our students, and offer work  

experience or career advice. We are currently keen for even more of our alumni to sign up, so please get 

in touch on alumni.enquiries@thirskschool.org if you would like to be part of this. 

 

 

mailto:alumni.enquiries@thirskschool.org
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Richard Bainbridge 

Many people connected with the school will already be aware that our  

much-loved former Drama teacher, Richard Bainbridge passed away recently. 

A celebration of his life took place at St. Oswald’s church this week. Richard 

would have been thrilled by the presence of so many friends he used to work 

with, as well as an amazing number of ex-students who remember their  

teacher, mentor and supporter with great affection. The school would like to 

extend our sincerest condolences to Richards’s partner, and his family. 

Richard had an infectious personality. He taught with humour and energy and supported both students 

and staff with great warmth and generosity.  

Richard’s memory will be genuinely cherished. To ensure that his legacy at the school is acknowledged 

we will be awarding the annual Drama prize to our Year 11 leavers in his name. The ‘Bainbridge Award 

for Drama’ will recognise commitment to theatrical performance and we shall be proud to remember 

Richard as we present it each year. 

Friends of Thirsk School 

The Friends of Thirsk School (PTA) have been reinvigorated this year with a team of outstanding parents 

supporting a range of ventures. Mrs Baume (Chair), Mrs Grainger (Secretary) 

and Mrs Price (Treasurer), together with significant support from Mrs  

Crawford and Mrs Wright, have led a series of initiatives to raise money for  

additional equipment that is beyond normal funding streams. Most notably 

£800 has been raised to improve the cricket nets from the sports quiz and 

£400 from Race night. Some of the funds have been used to purchase a  

choking vest training model, to be used in first aid training. It is pictured here  

being handed over by Mrs Baume to Mrs Fletcher (Head of Health & Social 

Care and SHCE) during one of our recent primary induction days. We are always looking for more support 

and ideas, please contact us on the friends email address: friendsofthirskschool@thirskschool.org   

or see us at Thirsk Market on 14th September. 

Karate Success 

Seb Miles in Year 9 competed in the English National Karate Championships in Sheffield 

on Saturday 13th July.  Seb had to battle through five tough rounds of Kata to become  

national silver medallist. A big well done to Seb from us here at Thirsk School - your hard 

work and dedication pays off.  

mailto:friendsofthirskschool@thirskschool.org
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Dates for Your Diary 

 

 Thu 15th Aug—A level results. Results will be released by the 

school at 8am. This is an earlier time than usual. Students  

affected by UCAS applications should have checked their online 

status before coming into school.  

 Thu 22nd Aug—GCSE results 

 Mon 2nd Sept—Staff Training Day. Students do NOT attend 

school 

 Tue 3rd Sept— Years 7, 11 & 13 return to school, with  

registration starting at 8.45am  

 Wed 4th Sept —  all year groups in school, with registration 

starting at 8.45am 

 Sixth Form Freshers Ball—26th September 

 Beer festival featuring ‘The Bootleggers’—5th October  


