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GRETA  THUNBERG  
 

“I want you to act as if the house 

is on fire” Greta Thunberg is a 16

-year-old climate change activist 

from Sweden. 

Greta Ernman Thunberg is a 

Climate change activist from 

Sweden. At just 15 years old she 

started protesting against climate 

change. Having arranged school 

strikes on a global scale she has 

given many speeches to world 

leaders and political parties.  

Who is Greta Thunberg? 

Greta Thunberg first made 

headlines in August 2018 when 

she started a school strike to 

protest outside the Swedish 

parliament to raise awareness of 

global warming. She missed 

around three weeks of school in 

total as she did not return until 

after the Swedish general 

election on 9th September.  Her 

demands were that politicians 

reduced carbon emissions in line 

with the Paris Agreement.  

Greta refuses to fly due to the 

damage it does to our planet and 

consequently travelled for 32 

hours by train to get to Davos 

where she made her speech to 

world leaders. During the 

emotional speech she talks about 

the effect our lifestyle is having 

on the planet. A disheartened 

Greta informed world leaders, 

“we are in the midst of the sixth 

mass extinction, and the 

extinction rate is up to 10,000 

times faster than what is 

considered normal, with up to 

200 species becoming extinct 

every single day.”  

“I want you to act as if the house 

is on fire” 

Written by Chloe Minting, Yr7 



 

 

vegetables instead of plastic packed 

veg those are a few ways to help. 

Now to global warming, global 

warming is caused by many things, 

like the burning of fossil fuels (e.g. 

coal), driving cars, building more 

factories and many other things. By 

driving cars, it burns the fuels, 

releasing gasses, the gasses warm 

up the air which is global warming, 

it melts the ice glaciers and 

destroys habitats and makes an 

animal that lives in those regions 

live in a small world. To help stop 

global warming try ride your bike, 

or walk or even run, try make more 

use of public transport. Please help 

stop plastic pollution and global 

warming by following a simple step 

in this article.   

 

P LAST IC  POLLUT ION  
 

Plastic pollution has been a big 

problem for a long time, in the 

UK, we throw 22million tons of 

waste into the bin every year, we 

need to stop this. In our school we 

can help, at home you can help, 

one way to make and impact is by 

buying less plastic bottles, once 

you use it most of you are most 

likely to throw it out into 

recycling, but how much do you 

think actually gets recycled? The 

reason we are asking you to buy 

less bottles is because our school 

doesn't actually have  a system 

for recycling plastic bottles, we 

only recycle cardboard and paper 

and other things like that. Plastic 

waste is becoming a big problem 

and most of it ends up in the 

ocean which kills the sea life, this 

is becoming a big concern 

nowadays and we can help. We 

should buy things with less plastic 

packaging, go to your local 

butchers instead of buying meat 

that is packed in plastic, go to 

your local grocers to get fresh 

Written by Mia Douglas, Yr7 



 

 

UNUSUAL     
 

Have you ever felt bored by football, 

rugby and hockey etc.? Well here 

are 3 sports you may (or may not) be 

able to play this summer .  

 

Quidditch 

You may have heard of Quidditch from 

the Harry Potter books but I bet you 

didn’t know that you could play it too.  

In the books it is played on flying 

broomsticks, but, since we do not have 

flying broomsticks, it’s played by 

running around with a non-flying 

broomstick between your legs.  Each 

team has seven players and the pitch is 

the size of an ice hockey rink. To score 

points chasers need to get the quaffle (a 

slightly deflated volleyball) passed to 

the keeper and into one of the opposing 

teams’ three goal hoops. To stop other 

chasers from getting the quaffle to the 

hoops, chasers are allowed to tackle 

opposing chasers and the beaters use 

their bludgers (dodge ball) to take out 

opposing players.  To finish the game 

the seeker/s have to catch the snitch 

and once caught the seeker’s team is 

awarded 30 points. Each team has 3 

chasers, 1 keeper and 2 beaters and 

one, or more, seekers. There are many 

teams in the United Kingdom and some 

of them are near us, such as the Leeds 

Griffins University team and the 

Durham University Quidditch team.  

 

Dog Surfing 

Dog surfing involves surfing with your 

dog on the board with you or you can 

put your dog on the board and let them 

surf themselves.  In the world 

championship – yes there is a world 

championship - dogs have ten minutes 

to catch as many waves as possible. 

Dogs are judged on the following: 

length of the ride (including the board 

reaching the shore), technique (e.g. 

standing, sitting, laying down), 

confidence, size or strength of the wave 

as well as other style aspects. There are 

many categories including very large 

dogs (61 pounds or more) and tandem 

human and dog surfing. You can have 

dog surfing lessons at Paws on Boards 

in Barnstaple, North Devon. For more 

information, check out their Facebook 

page and the second UK Dog Surfing 

Championships will take place in July at 

Sahka Surf Branksome. 

Written by Matthew Dundon, Yr7 



 

 

    S PORTS  
local teams near you include: 

Easingwold (the team I play for), 

Northallerton, York and Ripon. As it is a 

new sport, there are lots of 

opportunities for people to play right up 

to an international level.  I love it 

because it’s fast and furious and you get 

to launch balls at people!  If you are 

interested in having a go, get in touch 

with me. 

 

VX  (originally known as rock-it ball) 

The BBC World Service called VX, 

‘The best sport you’ve never heard of.’  

It is a fairly new sport played by 

people of all ages and abilities that is a 

cross between lacrosse, dodge ball 

and hockey.  It is played with a stick 

that has a cradle on either end.  There 

is a simple scoring system and to score 

points you launch balls at the 

opposition aiming for below the head. 

The ’V’ relates to the starting position 

shape of the balls, whilst the ‘X’ 

relates to the 10 players involved. 

Although it does not have to be ten 

players, it is 1-10 players on a team. 

Teams can be made 

up of both male and 

female players who 

compete on an equal 

footing.  There are 

teams across the 

world but the most 



 

 

APOLLO  1 1 ,  F I FTY  YEAR  ANNIVERSARY  
 

This year marks half a century 

since man first landed on the 

moon, a glorious feat for human 

kind. The first of our celestial 

neighbours had been explored by 

man, and not just by rovers, an 

event that brought together a 

generation. And led to the new 

generation, the mars generation. 

Which we are apart of.  

 

On July 20th 1969, mission 

control in Houston, Texas, 

received a life changing message. 

After a nerve racking journey 

from the safety of the lunar orbit 

to the surface, Armstrong stated, 

“Houston, Tranquillity base here. 

The Eagle has landed.” Causing 

the bustling room to erupt in 

celebration. This was indeed a 

giant leap for mankind, and 

ended up changing history 

forever.  

 

Neil Armstrong, probably the 

most influential person in human 

spaceflight, was a pilot and 

aeronautical engineer who had 

served for NASA during the 

Gemini missions. He commanded 

the Gemini 8 mission which was 

the first mission to attempt to 

dock two spacecraft in orbit. 

Gemini 8 suffered the first critical 

in-space system failure of a US 

spacecraft when Armstrong used 

some of his re-entry control fuel 

to stabilise a dangerous roll 

caused by a stuck thruster. The 

mission was aborted, and the two 

astronauts on board (Armstrong 

and David. R. Scott) were 

returned safely to Earth. His 

journey to becoming the 

commander of Apollo 11 (his 

second, and last spaceflight) was 

not all sunshine and rainbows 

either, whilst during one of his 

training exercises he had to eject 

from the Lunar Landing Research 

Vehicle moments before a crash. 

He resigned from NASA in 1971, 

and began to teach aerospace 

engineering, and served on the 

accident investigation team of 

Apollo 13. He sadly passed away 

in 2012. Buzz Aldrin and Micheal 

Written by Pippa Holmes, Year 12 



 

 

 

Collins, Armstrong’s crew mates, 

both were pilots too, and also 

served during the Gemini 

missions. 

 

The Apollo 11 crew launched 

from the Kennedy Space Centre 

aboard the Saturn V rocket (one 

of my all time favourite rockets!!) 

on July 16th. The three 

astronauts were subjected to 

three G’s on their way into orbit, 

where when the light blue Florida 

sky faded into darkness and the 

main engines shut off, the 

experienced weightlessness and 

embarked on their three day 

journey to the moon.  

 

The descent onto the grey dusty 

surface below them was far from 

easy, when five minutes into the 

rendezvous 1800 metres above 

the surface, alarms began to 

blare in the eagle descent 

module. Mission control urged 

them to continue, declaring it 

was the computer not being able 

to complete its tasks in real time. 

Armstrong took control, and 

when they were 33m above the 

ground he knew that their 

propellant was dwindling, so he 

was determined to land on the 

first clear landing site available. 

At 30m they only had 90 seconds 

of propellant left.  

 

Despite the odds, he managed to 

land the module with seconds of 

fuel left. Two and a half hours 

later, Armstrong and Aldrin 

prepared for the extravehicular 

activity. Stepping out, six and a 

half hours after landing, 

Armstrong said one of the most 

well known quotes in all of 

humanity. “That’s one small step 

for (a) man, one giant leap for 

mankind.” Thus marking the end 

of the space race, and the 

beginning of something greater. 

 

We still look up at the moon and 

wonder what it must’ve been like 

to be the first to step out onto a 

completely alien world. Yet, now 

our eyes are set for another 

target. The red planet. Where one 

day soon, someone will step out 

onto the rusty red surface and 

mark the next leap for mankind. 

Who knows what they will say 

first, but it will go down in history 

forever.  



 

 

WHAT  TO  DO  THIS  SUMMER  

Six weeks can be a long time to fill so here is our 
guide to activities in our local area. 

SAUSAGE  AND  
BEER  FEST IVAL  
 
Every year at Camp Hill Estate 

(near Bedale) there is an 

annual event called the 

Sausage and Beer festival. This 

year it is taking place on the 

19th and 20th of July. 

Last year there was camping, a 

variety live music, lots of food 

stalls and food demonstrations.  

There was also lots of games 

and entertainment for all ages. 

Such as trampolines, dog 

shows, adventure play grounds 

and sausage tasting. All in all 

it’s a fun weekend for the 

whole family to enjoy. 

 

 

By Laura Bauwens, Yr7 

T RY  F I SH ING? !  
Fishing isn’t easy but if you know 

some tricks and tips it can be made 

easier.     

Rods  

There are different types of rods 

for different places, such as sea, 

river, ponds and lakes .  

Setting up a rod  

1.) First run the wire through the 

rod hoops and loop the line around 

the metal half circle. 

2.) Secondly attach the float. Most 

common is a thin cylinder but 

there are other variations.  

3.) Thirdly attach weights. There 

are different weights for different 

waters but you will most likely use 

the small bearings which can be 

attached to the line by a set of          

or a knot can be made . 

 

Further reading: See Course 

Fishing (in the library) 

By Tom Bairstow, Yr7 



 

 

 

With thousands attending the event 

does it get very busy? 

‘’The shed when the festival is on is 

used as a story-telling shed so there 

is somebody who dresses up and 

tells stories to little children. When I 

was there last year, it got quite busy 

with a lot of people sitting outside as 

well as those inside enjoying the 

stories.” 

The festival offers much more than 

just live music and stalls. What do you 

think of the array of art and craft 

tents? 

‘’I think they are really varied. I think 

it’s really good because they offer 

something that is different. Each of 

the years the way they try and 

present the work and the things that 

are included is so different. So there 

are different things to do if you go 

more than one year in a row.” 

 

The Deer Shed Festival is a great 

place to have fun this summer with 

your friends and family. 

The Deer Shed  Festival is celebrating its 

10th anniversary this summer. Thirsk school 

has had strong links the family festival 

which Is held in the grounds of Baldersby 

Park, with staff and students leading a 

range of activities. 

Among those taking part will be head of 

computing Mr Aldred, who will be on a 

mission to convey the power of coding. 

While some festival-goers will be listening 

to music in front of the Main Stage, he aims 

to show how the digital world can be made 

to fall at your feet. 

This year the school’s art department will 

return and hopes to add colour and texture 

to the 3-day extravaganza. The Falcon 

spoke to Miss Fenwick as preparations 

were commencing.  

What attracted you to the festival? 

‘’It started just to make a nice connection 

between the festival and the school, to 

create artwork that gets to be seen by 

thousands of people. This is the 3rd year we 

have done it. Last year the theme was 

Making Waves and the year before that 

was The Wilder wild.” 

What do you do at the festival? 

‘’We decorate a shed with artwork we have 

created. We also have some big wooden 

pallets that create a kind of fenced area and 

last year it was woven with a big wave that 

went the whole way round.” 

THE  DEER  SHED FEST IVAL  

By Chloe Minting, Yr7 



 

 

S U M M E R  P

Photography by Chloe Minting, Yr7 
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U M M E R  P I C T U R E S  



 

 

Coming up to secondary school from Year 6 can be quite scary 

especially if you don’t know many people. So we’ve got some tips 

for you! 

 Don’t worry about getting lost; teachers understand and will 

be there to help! 

 Don’t be scared to ask for help. 

 The older pupils were in your shoes once.  

 Don’t be worried about lunch queue. There’s plenty of time to 

get food  

 If you have any questions or worries its fine to talk to your 

form tutor or another member of staff in school. 

 The school may seem big now but it will feel tiny by the end of 

the year. 

 Don’t worry about friendships. It will all settle out in the end. 

 

 

And if you’re feeling unsure, join in with a club or extracurricular 

activity. You can always come and join The Falcon where we 

are always excited to see new faces! 

 

 

WELCOME  Y R6  

As Year 6 Induction Week is upon us, Yr7 had some hints 

and tips to the newest member of Thirsk School. 

Written by  Laura Bauwens, Yr 7 



 

 

 

 

 The 2019 Tour de Yorkshire 
was the longest race yet, with the 
men’s route covering 384 miles – 
about the same distance as Thirsk 
to the far end of Cornwall – while 
the women’s route spanned 164 
miles. 
 While this year’s race did not 
pass through Thirsk, where huge 
crowds turned out to cheer on the 
cyclists last year, it passed pretty 
close by. Stage two saw the riders 
heading through Harrogate, Ripon 
and finishing in Bedale.  
 
 The smallest town to host a 
stage finish, Bedale’s residents 
embraced the event, and 
celebrations there even included 
sword dancing, a mini festival and 
fireworks. 
 
 The effort by the community in 
Bedale didn’t stop there. They 
created an artwork on a colossal 
scale, so it could be seen by the 
television cameras in the 
helicopters following the race. 
Their golf-themed Tour de 
Yorkshire design was created by 
Bedale Golf Club and Bedale 
Primary School and was made 
entirely from golf bags, balls and 
clubs. It was among 12 pieces of 
land art that were shortlisted to be 
decided as the event’s best in a 
public vote.  

 
 While Bedale narrowly missed 
out on top spot in the land art 
contest, it was voted the best 
dressed host location. More than 
7,000 people from around the 
world cast their votes on the official 
Tour de Yorkshire Twitter page. 
 
 Tour organisers described 
Bedale's contribution as “awash 
with colour as the men’s and 
women’s pelotons reached their 
exciting conclusions on 3rd May. 
 
 “Like every host location, the 
town pulled out all the stops to 
provide a brilliant backdrop to the 
action. Yellow and blue cardboard 
cyclists were displayed on every 
street with large Yorkshire flags 
and miles and miles of bunting. 
 
 “Numerous shopkeepers also 
produced striking window displays 
and all the schools in town worked 
hard to create some spectacular 
land art pieces. Even the church 
bells rang out to welcome the riders 
home as Bedale made a more-than 
memorable impression." 

TOUR  DE  YORKSHIRE  

Written by  Chloe Minting, Yr 7 



 

 

WERE  THE  MOON  LANDINGS  FAKED?  
 

2019 marks fifty years since man first 

walked on the moon. Neil Armstrong, 

Buzz Aldrin and Micheal Collins made 

that giant leap for mankind July 20th 

1969. The moon landing was arguably 

one of the greatest feats ever 

accomplished by human beings. 

Armstrong and Aldrin spent two and a 

half hours on the lunar surface, 

collecting samples and exploring their 

new horizons whilst Collins remained 

in the Apollo 11 orbiter. But there are 

many speculations that the Apollo 

missions were faked and were used to 

bankrupt the Soviet Union during the 

space race. Whilst this is just 

one theory, there is plenty evidence 

to suggest that it was in fact real. 

 

The Van Allen Belt 

The Van Allen belts are located in the 

Earth’s magnetic field and are an area 

of highly charged particles which are 

high in radiation. They protect the 

Earth from high energy particles from 

solar wind. Many people have 

commented on the unlikeliness of the 

Apollo astronauts being able to pass 

through them without being 

subjected to lethal doses of radiation.  

However, the astronauts of the Apollo 

missions were only in the belts for 

around two hours and received an 

estimated dose of about 18 rads 

(radiation sickness occurs when the 

body receives 200 to 1000 rads within 

a few hours). Of course there are still 

risks of being subjected to this dosage 

so the NASA team ensured that the 

rockets were well insulated so that 

the astronauts over their 12 day 

mission only received .18 rads, the 

same amount of radiation one would 

receive during a chest X-ray. 

 

Where are all the stars? 

Another theory supporting the idea 

that the moon landing was faked is 

the fact that nobody can see any stars 

in the sky in the photos captured by 

the astronauts on the moon. So 

where are they all?  

It is common to not see stars in many 

photographs taken by astronauts 

during their time in space. Astronauts 

aboard the International Space 

Written by Pippa Holmes, Year 12 



 

 

 

Station regularly take and share their 

photographs with the world. The 

reason you cannot see any stars is 

because in space the contrast 

between light and dark is very drastic. 

The moon’s surface reflects a lot of 

sunlight and is obviously very bright in 

the photographs. The dim light of the 

stars is easily drowned out by the 

strong light being reflected by the 

lunar surface. Nowadays cameras still 

struggle with the contrast and either 

need to be very powerful or on 

certain settings, now imagine the 

cameras that were used in the 1960’s. 

The lunar module itself had less 

technology within it than our mobile 

phones that we hold in our hands.  

 

Why did the flag flap? 

Why did the American flag wave on 

the moon when there is no wind or 

air? This is another major giveaway to 

conspiracy theorists, who have 

mentioned it a lot.  

However this theory has been de-

bunked by many scientific 

organisations who have explained 

that when Buzz and Neil planted the 

flag they disturbed it and due to the 

lack of strong gravity on the moon it 

kept its bent shape and looked as 

though it was still waving. But if you 

look closely in some of the Apollo 11 

footage you can see that the flag 

doesn’t move.  

 

Moon Rocks!  

Scientists all over the world spend 

valuable time studying lunar samples 

brought back from the Apollo days, 

trying to determine the age of out 

celestial neighbour, whether water 

could be harboured up there, and so 

on.  

A total of 282kg worth of rocks were 

brought back to Earth and geologists 

have indeed concluded that they are 

of lunar origin. Meaning they aren’t 

just Earth rocks! 

 

Still believe they were faked? There 

are many online arguments providing 

proof for their existence! A lot of 

them are very good reads.  



 

 

 

THIRSK  SCHOOL  R EUNION  

Written by Jonathan Burrell and Matthew Anderson, Yr 12 

Photography by Chloe Minting 

Oxford Visiting Professor: Dr 

Jeffrey Almond 

Dr Almond came from a council house 

with multiple siblings and not a book in 

sight, after graduating from Thirsk in 

1969, Almond has since worked 

internationally, in the pharmaceutical 

industry in Vienna, as well has becoming 

Head of Research at Sanofi Pasteur, a 

world leader in vaccine production.  

Almond studied physics, maths and 

chemistry at A level at Thirsk, before 

dropping maths to take biology – an 

emerging prominent science after the 

developments of DNA.  

Despite failing his 11+ exam (‘Failure’s’ 

success’ article), Almond studied 

microbiology and chemistry at Leeds 

University, before completing his PHD at 

Cambridge University. He later become a 

University lecturer at Leicester 

University for 5 years, and afterwards 

was offered the chair of microbiology at 

Reading University.  

He has since published over 200 articles 

and has become a visiting professor at 

Oxford University and has helped 

develop vaccines for Polio as well as 

Influenza, along with owning shares in 

companies across the world, from New 

York to Paris. 

 

A newspaper clipping about Dr 

Almond shared at Saturday’s reunion 



 

 

Three Former Teachers: Taught at Thirsk as early as 1948 

 

Three former teachers from the 1940s and 50s returned to Thirsk School, Joy 

Watson, formerly Joy Rainforth, Margret Josephs, aged 95 and Rosalie 

Bowman. Mrs Josephs taught needlework, whereas Mrs Bowman taught 

Domestic science, starting in Thirsk in 1958. She explained how although the 

canteen had remained mostly the same, areas of the “South Wing” – C block 

as we now call it have been changed to be almost unrecognisable. Other 

facilities such as the Sports Hall were either new, or totally revamped.  

Mrs Josephs taught initially at Thirsk Grammar School, (now Sowerby 

Primary School), from 1948, before moving to Thirsk Grammar and Modern 

School in 1957. 

 



 

 

Favourite School Memory 

Farndale, trip to Paris, France, The Toybox 

Musical 

Fiona Taylor (Nee Hirst) - 1976-81 

What has changed since you were 

here? Everything. 

I really enjoyed my time at Thirsk 
School. 

John Bell – 1959-64 

A memory of Thirsk School. 

The day the canon exploded! 

Some boys in my year made a small canon in 

metalwork and packed it with explosive material. 

When lit it exploded apparently sending shrapnel 

everywhere, in particular into a girl’s leg. Mr Bayley, 

the Biology teacher, saved her life. I was crossing the 

main playground at the time of the explosion. The 

sound was very loud and the buildings shook! 

Karina Wiles – 1978-83 

What has changed since you were 

here? Library with computers! 

Michelle Johnson – 1989-96 

What have you enjoyed about today? 

Catching up with an old friend although 

very few students from my era! Lovely to 

have a look around as I’ve not been back 

for over 20 years.  

Jen Taylor – 1986 - 1991 

Can’t believe how many 

memories keep coming 

back when you go into your 

old rooms.  

Simon Craven - 1976-81 



 

 

  

 

Two Former Teachers: Mr Marchal & Mrs Haisley 

Mr Ted Marchal taught mostly Geography, as well as some 

Maths and English between the years 1967 and 2000, and 

worked part time until 2005, when he finally retired. He taught 

in G block, which hadn’t changed much since his time.  

Mrs Anita Haisley taught French between 1974 and 1998 and 

was head of Modern Foreign Languages. She taught in A block 

however her classroom has since become the computer 

section of the Library. Both teachers were surprised with the 

friendliness and how much the students were outgoing, for 

example Year 8s being tour guides. She has since become an 

Exam Invigilator. 



 

 

Calling all budding journalists! 

If you would like to write, draw or edit The 

Falcon, please join our team in September!  

All year groups are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We meet each Tuesday lunchtime in D19. 

See Miss Schofield for more details. 


