
 

 

15th June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Teachers will today share with students the learning plans for the new fortnightly cycle of 
learning, covering the period 15th to 26th June. Indeed, many teachers may have already 
made the plans and resources available to students. 
 
The first week of our next fortnightly cycle (week beginning 29th June) will be our 
‘Evaluation Week’. By then, schools will have been closed to the majority of students for 
11 school weeks, though this does not mean that the learning has stopped! Teachers and 
students have been working hard throughout this period to ensure that learning continues 
and progress continues to be made. As a school, it is important that we know exactly what 
that progress looks like for each student. We need to understand whether some students 
have gaps in their knowledge and we need to plan for how we address these gaps and any 
misunderstandings once students return to school. The aim of our Evaluation Week, 
therefore, is to evaluate the learning of students during the period of school closure.  
 
At this time of year, under usual circumstances, students in every year group would sit end 
of year exams. It is not possible for us to replicate exams at home and we are very 
conscious of the fact that the mental health of some young people has suffered during the 
past few months. We do not wish to put unnecessary pressure on our young people at an 
already worrying time by setting them ‘exams’. However, we hope you will appreciate that 
the evaluation tasks we will set are for the benefit of the young people so that we can plan 
the most appropriate curriculum for them when they return to school. Please be reassured 
that we understand that engagement and progress will vary between individuals and 
between subjects for all sorts of reasons.  The information we gather in Evaluation Week 
will be shared with you, and will be a starting point in helping us understand where 
students are at – but it will not be used to set or judge students. Our aim is to report back 
using A-Level (or equivalent) grades, but these grades will be treated with extreme 
caution. Predicted grades for university or other applications will not be influenced 
negatively by outcomes from the evaluation tasks. The main purpose of Evaluation Week 
is to help us all see where students are, and to support planning the next steps.  This is of 
particular importance for students in year 12. According to the most recent 
announcements by the government, A Level (and equivalent) exams will go ahead in 2021, 
although they may be modified – we don’t yet know. Therefore, it is essential that the year 
13 curriculum is planned in such a way to ensure that any ‘missed’ learning from the period 
of school closure is addressed.  



 

 

Whilst the majority of students and their families have grappled admirably with home 
learning, we know it is a challenging thing to do well and that motivation can be 
inconsistent for some students.  Please can we ask for your support in encouraging your 
child to take the evaluation tasks seriously and to complete them according to the 
instructions set by their subject teachers.  It really is very important that they do their best 
with the tasks set, in order to inform us all about how to move forward effectively.    
If you have any questions about the learning for this fortnight, including Evaluation Week, 
please do contact me: jo.dickinson@thirskschool.org or contact your child’s form tutor. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Jo Dickinson 
Assistant Headteacher  
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