
 

 

15th June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
The learning plans for the fortnight beginning today, Monday 15th June, are now available 
on our school website. You can find them by going to the red tab called ‘Home Learning for 
School Closure’. Once you click on the tab, you will find the resources for the new fortnight 
in a folder called ‘Home Learning Plans 15th – 26th June’. Should your child wish to access 
any resources from previous fortnights, these can all be found in the folder ‘Learning 
Resources March to June’. 
 
For students in Year 9, as you know, we made some changes to the learning for the last 
fortnight, as detailed below:- 
 

• There is now a pre-recorded video or narrated PowerPoint for each subject, to 

provide further support for students; 

• Students must submit a minimum of one piece of work to their teacher for each 

subject and feedback is provided on the work; 

• Students have the opportunity to access a class chat via Microsoft Teams. The chat 

is typed (no video or audio) and allows students to ask a question and receive 

immediate feedback. Alternatively, students can continue to contact their teachers 

by e mail. 

We have had some positive feedback on these changes and therefore these will continue 
for this new fortnight of learning. Each learning plan indicates when the pre-recorded 
video/narrated PowerPoint lesson will be, when the Teams chat will take place, and gives 
details of the task to be submitted to the teacher for feedback. Some students told us that 
they have had trouble accessing the videos/narrated PowerPoints. Please be aware that 
teachers will share these directly with students, either via e mail or via the Microsoft 
Teams app. Microsoft Teams can be accessed on any device. In order to support you and 
your son/daughter in understanding how Microsoft Teams works, our Head of IT and 
Computing, Mr Aldred, has created a video guide. This is available to view on the Home 
Learning for School Closure tab of our website, so I would encourage you and your child to 
watch the video this week. Please do contact school if you having difficulty accessing 
Microsoft Teams. I recommend you contact your child’s form tutor in the first instance. 
The second week of this fortnight (week beginning 22nd June) is our ‘Evaluation Week’.  
 
By then, schools will have been closed to the majority of students for 10 school weeks, 
though this does not mean that the learning has stopped! Teachers and students have 



 

 

been working hard throughout this period to ensure that learning continues and progress 
continues to be made. As a school, it is important that we know exactly what that progress 
looks like for each student. We need to understand whether some students have gaps in 
their knowledge and we need to plan for how we address these gaps and any 
misunderstandings once students return to school. The aim of our Evaluation Week, 
therefore, is to evaluate the learning of students during the period of school closure. At 
this time of year, under usual circumstances, students in every year group would sit end of 
year exams. It is not possible for us to replicate exams at home and we are very conscious 
of the fact that the mental health of some young people has suffered during the past few 
months. We do not wish to put unnecessary pressure on our young people at an already 
worrying time by setting them ‘exams’. However, we hope you will appreciate that the 
evaluation tasks we will set are for the benefit of the young people so that we can plan the 
most appropriate curriculum for them when they return to school. Please be reassured 
that we understand that engagement and progress will vary between individuals and 
between subjects for all sorts of reasons.  The information we gather in Evaluation Week 
will be shared with you, and will be a starting point in helping us understand where 
students are at – but it will not be used to set or judge students.  The main purpose is to 
help us all see where students are, and to support planning the next steps. It is not 
something we want students to become anxious about. Please do encourage your 
son/daughter to complete the evaluation tasks according to the instructions of their 
teachers, but let them know that there will be no negative consequence if they struggle 
with a task. We just want them to try their best, no more can be asked of them. 
The evaluation tasks will be shared with students via the Assignments tab of Microsoft 
Teams. Mr Aldred has made a second video, explaining how Assignments works within 
Teams, so it would be useful for you and your child to watch this before Evaluation Week 
begins on 22nd June. 
 
If you have any questions about the learning for this fortnight, including Evaluation Week, 
please do contact me: jo.dickinson@thirskschool.org or contact your child’s form tutor. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Jo Dickinson 
Assistant Headteacher  
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