
 

 

 
Upper School Update July 2020  

 
I wanted to write to you to begin the transition to Upper School (if you are current Year 8 and going 
into Year 9) and to outline a few changes to the Upper School structure in school (for current Year 9 
and 10). There are a number of changes to Heads of Year and the new structure for September is 
outlined below.  
 
Year 9 Head of Year Mrs S Head – New member of staff joining the school  
Year 10 Head of Year Miss G Dolan – Continuing as Head of Year  
Year 11 Head of Year Mr I Henderson – New member of staff joining the school 
Head of Upper School – Mrs N Stimson – Continuing as Head of Upper School  
 
Year 9 (Current Year 8)  
 
As you will be aware we have a system where students are in a tutor group, supported by a Head of 
Year, who is in turn supported by a Head of School. For students in the current Year 8 this will 
previously have been Mr Pierce Williams and Ms Marston. Year 8 move to Upper School and will now 
be supported by Mrs Nicola Stimson as Head of Upper School. Over the coming weeks if you have 
questions in regard to moving into Year 9, concerns that you would normally raise with Mr Pierce 
Williams and Ms Marston, please do feel free to email myself and I will do the best to help and 
support. This continues the existing structure.  
 
Due to some staff movement there may be a change within your child’s tutor but we will share this 
with you prior to the start of term. Mrs Head joins us as Head of Year as an experienced member of 
staff; we have already had some great discussions about the year group to make the transition to a 
new Head of year smooth.  
 
The main changes we have for Year 9 going into Upper School focuses around an Upper School tie and 
the spaces that students have to spend break and lunchtime – where they will move to the Upper 
School Yard (Covid/Social Distancing plan dependent). Year 9 is also a year where focus will go to 
option choices for GCSE – a very exciting time for all. In some subjects like RS and Science students 
begin the GCSE journey within lessons.  
 
Year 10 (Current Year 9) 
 
Students – through the current lockdown work – have already started on their GCSE studies. This is an 
exciting time and I know for a lot of students this transition to GCSE work has been a positive move 
and one that has offered a renewed focus and some level of challenge. When they return to school as 
Year 10s they will remain in the same tutor groups but may find that teaching groups have changed for 
Core Subjects (this is normal) and of course they will be in their new groups for their Options subjects. 
Through Year 10 students will be guided on the demands of the current GCSE structure, careers 
through guidance from our Careers lead in school and through group interviews with the Careers 
Adviser. We will also be launching our new Peer Listener Scheme which will be a great opportunity for 



 

 

students to take a lead within the support systems in school. I look forward to being able to address 
this with the year group. We also hope that school life will get back to ‘normal’ for them and that they 
can commit themselves to Sports, Drama and Music and The Duke of Edinburgh Scheme (when current 
restrictions allow for this). Miss Dolan will continue to support the year group, along with the same set 
of tutors, which is great continuity for the year group on their GCSE journey in school.  
 
Year 11 (Current Year 10)  
 
Students in this year group have faced some difficult circumstances over this lockdown period and I 
know that once we have them all back in the building we will be working hard to make sure all 
students reach their potential. Alongside this we will make sure that all students are offered the care 
and support we know they deserve in school. I am sure that many of the year group will be looking 
forward to getting back to ‘normal’ and getting themselves involved in wider school life – we have all 
missed that. There will be a long journey to begin when we return but we will all be working together 
to support everyone in terms of knowledge in subjects, revision methods and interventions to name a 
few.  
 
I do want to reassure you that the year group will be supported through this difficult time and beyond 
into whatever their GCSE year brings. Mr Henderson, as their new Head of Year, is joining us as an 
experienced member of staff and is ready to guide and support the year group. I will communicate in 
detail with him about the year group so that he is up to date with where they are as a year group. He 
will be supported by myself in this process. As reassurance to you we will also be working closely with, 
and monitoring, what the exam boards are suggesting for the Summer Exam series. We will keep you 
informed at all stages where things may change from how they currently look. Subject staff will also 
guide students carefully through this process.  
 
As part of ongoing development, students will have opportunities through the year to develop 
interview skills, preparation for examinations, development of revision and study skills and supported 
onto their chosen next steps.  
 
Any queries about the year groups can be addressed to me on my school email 
nicola.stimson@thirskschool.org 
 
Stay safe  

 
Mrs N Stimson  
Head of Upper School 
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