
 

 

6th July 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Traditionally we have used the final week of the summer term for enrichment. Students 

have been off timetable and involved in a wide variety of trips, challenges and activities 

that are designed to develop leadership, initiative and community values. Sadly, this 

cannot happen in the same way this year. However, in ‘positivity week’ (13th-17th July) we 

are going to attempt to replicate this ideal as closely as possible, albeit with most of our 

students at home.  

 

Throughout the week, we will have a series of proposed activities and challenges 

published on our website. All of these are designed to foster a sense of positivity and 

happiness amongst our students, whilst also challenging them. This is particularly 

significant as, according to recent studies, the lockdown period is thought to have 

potentially had a negative impact on the mental health of teenagers, and we want to do all 

we can to support with this. This week will act as an opportunity for our students to end 

their school year in a positive and hopefully uplifting manner. Here are just a few of the 

activities that will take place and be published on our website/social media: 

 

1) The great local ‘treasure hunt’ 
 
We will publish four treasure hunts for the local areas of 'Thirsk/Sowerby', 'Carlton 
Miniott', 'Northallerton/villages' and 'Ripon'. These will take the form of local knowledge 
quizzes, where you can discover the answers by looking around you in the local area. 
These can be completed on foot or whilst driving. Prizes will be available to families who 
manage to correctly complete the hunt 
 
2) The sponsored walk 
 
We will publish a number of good potential walking routes for the area, with a variety of 
distances available. As a school, we are aiming for our students and staff, over the week, to 
walk a significant distance, either on these routes, or on walks that they plan themselves. 
Students will be asked to report the distances they have walked over the week, and we will 
compile the total. We will look to raise money, which will go to the Thirsk Falcons, who had 
their equipment destroyed by arson during lockdown. 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/thirsk-school-thirsk-falcons 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/thirsk-school-thirsk-falcons


 

 

3) School time capsule 
 
We want to put together a record of what students have done during lockdown. We want 
to see photos, art and other visual representations of what has been going on, and attempt 
to put them together into some form of display that represents this time out of school. 
 
4) Leadership and initiative challenges 
 
We will prepare a booklet of challenges for students to attempt to complete. These will be 
in the style of the challenges set in previous enrichment weeks, with the additional caveat 
that they should be able to be carried out at home by individuals with access to no 
specialist kit. Students will send photographic evidence of them completing challenges to 
form tutors in order to gain points. There will be prizes for the form and individuals who do 
the best.  
 
5) Daily ‘positivity’ links 
 
Every day we will publish ideas from our staff about things they do to make them feel 
happy. 
 
6) Video and music competition 
 
Students will be challenged to make their own videos, on whatever topic and in whatever 
format they like. There will be rewards available to the best ones. 
 
7) Department challenges 
 
These will continue to be published to students. In particular during this week we will have 
a virtual art exhibition, a remote sports day, and a variety of careers-based activities, more 
details of which will follow. 
 
During the week we shall not be specifically setting new academic work. This is a useful 
opportunity for students to catch up with anything that they have missed or not 
understood. Our teachers will continue to be available to support anybody who needs help 
with this. This is also a time when students may wish to start on any summer projects that 
are set. If any students specifically want to continue working on some of their different 
subjects, then we will publish suggested online lessons and ideas on the website that will 
support this. 
 



 

 

I will be publishing more specific details of the challenges and activities for positivity week 

on the website. If anybody has any questions about the week then they should not hesitate 

to get in touch. In the meantime, thank you again for everything that you are all doing to 

get our community through this period of time. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

  

George Hollis 

Assistant Headteacher 

 
 


