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THE DEPARTMENT:   
Modern Languages has a good reputation in the school, and a good academic record across all three key 
stages. In the last three years, a number of our students have gone on to study Foreign Languages or 
Linguistics at prestigious institutions including Oxford, Cambridge, London and Sheffield.  Currently the 
department comprises a team of two German and two French specialist teachers, and one part time 
colleague. All of the full time colleagues can teach both of the Department’s languages at some level. The 
Department fully embodies the school’s inclusive philosophy. The Department is characterised by a strong 
team spirit and colleagues enjoy sharing ideas and resources. We are committed to helping all of our 
students fulfil their potential.  We have high expectations and monitor progress through three or four 
rigorous, standardised assessments within year group each every year. These cover all the four skills of 
listening, reading, writing and speaking.  
 
THE CURRICULUM:   
In Year 7, students are taught either French or German in mixed ability groups, and have five lessons of 60 
minutes per fortnight. In Year 8, approximately one third of the highest prior attaining students go on to 
pick up a second foreign language in addition to their first foreign language from Year 7. These students 
study both French and German. The remaining two thirds of students continue studying the language they 
started with in Year 7. In Year 8, students have six periods of MFL per fortnight. The curriculum in Year 9 
is exactly the same as in Year 8.  
 
French and German GCSE are offered at KS4. The studying of a foreign language at GCSE is compulsory for 
the top third of prior attainers in Year 9.  It is strongly encouraged for all other students.  This year, there 
are two GCSE French group and two German groups in Year 10. In year 11 there are three German groups 
and one French group.  Typically, approximately 55% of Year 9 select to take a language at GCSE.  
 
At KS5, we offer French and German A level.  For GCSE and A Level, we teach the new AQA specifications. 
 
FACILITIES:  
Under normal circumstances the Department occupies four specialist teaching rooms, and has a small 
communal room where colleagues meet. Each classroom is equipped with an interactive whiteboard and 
the sharing of resources is facilitated by the availability of common files on the school’s network. The 
school has very recently equipped every teacher with a Microsoft Surface Go – enabling every teacher to 
benefit from consistent access to our MIS and to teams, a visualiser and other applications that support 
the efficient implementation of the school’s teaching and learning policy as well as the safe and efficient 
management of teachers’ resources. 
 



 

 

In French, the textbook is Studio throughout both KS3 and KS4, and in German the textbook is Stimmt for 
both key stages too. At the moment we are not teaching in our own classroom due to Covid restrictions, 
but all classrooms in the school have an interactive whiteboard and the relevant set of textbooks. We also 
subscribe to Active Learn which accompanies Stimmt and Studio and the department has developed 
Memrise vocabulary learning courses for each class. These form a central part in the setting of homework. 
 
ETHOS:  
We are a strong, committed, enthusiastic and supportive team who strive to deliver the best possible 
results for our students. This is an ideal opportunity for someone looking to build on the success of the 
department.   
 
 


