
 

 

March 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I don’t know about you, but looking outside seeing the daffodils has really given me some hope 
in my heart! Spring feels just around the corner and the potential of a new beginning for all of us. 
As I write this, it is actually the one year anniversary of the first lockdown, and we will be ringing 
the bell at midday today for a moment to reflect, pause and remember those lost during the last 
12 months – it has been quite a year. The last three weeks have been an absolute joy for us and I 
imagine for you as well, as parents, now schools are open! Our young people have not let us 
down on the return to school. There has been a positive atmosphere within the school, and in 
many ways, it has felt as if we have never been away. I would like to also take this opportunity to 
publicly thank all our staff who have worked hard during the pandemic in many different ways. 
‘Team Thirsk’ has continued to ‘Be More Thirsk’ in everything it has done and I am truly grateful 
for that. 
 
In keeping with our Values and Vision, we decided to try as best we could, in the current 
circumstances, to raise money for Comic Relief – you didn’t disappoint! Wow! Over £3,000 
raised – truly amazing and thank you. As you will know, I handed over the reins to one of our 
students, Jack Nicholls in Year 10, for one hour. He met with his Senior Leadership Team, put 
me in my place for disrupting his English lesson and single-handedly raised £180 – I am 
considering a job share from now on if you’re interested Jack?  
 
I am living for the day when I no longer have to mention Covid in a communication to you, but, 
alas, we are not quite there just yet. However, for once it is potentially a positive message:- 
 

• No positive cases this term (have I just jinxed this I ask myself? Keep everything crossed 

as you read this folks!) 

• Approximately 2,400 tests done by 12th March. 

• Home testing kits distributed to students and now we also have a link below for you as 

parents to order kits should you wish to. One family have kindly trialled this process out 

for us and it seems to work well: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 

Please can I remind you all about our school uniform standards as we tentatively head towards a 
more normal school and better weather? A few key points to remember:- 
 
1) Trainers must be black leather look if not wearing shoes – no boots. 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


 

 

2) Only school jumpers allowed – we appreciate that during the colder months with doors and 
windows open that student warmth was a priority. However, we will be expecting students 
post Easter to either wear no jumper underneath their blazer or a school one. We will still 
allow coats inside the building currently.  

3) All skirts and trousers must be the official school logo ones. 
 

We appreciate that we are in difficult times and therefore if, financially, you are struggling 
currently with regard to uniform now, or potentially for the next academic year, please contact 
school and, as always, we will do our best to help and support. I am sure you understand, that in 
an attempt to get back to some ‘normal’ routines and structures we really must try and maintain 
our high standards. Your help in ensuring the correct uniform is worn is gratefully appreciated. 
 
Finally, despite the fact that we still are unable to see loved ones and do some of the things we 
normally would at holiday times, I do hope that you all get a chance to take advantage of the 
potentially better weather over the next two weeks and wish you all a very Happy Easter! 
 
Best wishes. 
 
Emma Lambden 
Headteacher 
 


