Pupil premium strategy statement
School overview
Metric

Data

School name

Thirsk School and Sixth Form College

Pupils in school

954

Proportion of disadvantaged pupils

19.39%

Pupil premium allocation this academic year

£148,195

Academic year or years covered by statement

2020/21

Publish date

September 2020

Review date

September 2021

Statement authorised by

Emma Lambden

Pupil premium lead

George Hollis

Governor lead

Gill Thornton

Disadvantaged pupil performance overview for last academic year
The data below is for the 2019/20 cohort, who did not sit their end of KS4 exams. Centreassessed grades were awarded by staff, and exam boards applied their statistical model
to those centre-assessed grades. No performance data has been published for this
cohort, however we have been able to calculate the P8 and A8 measures for the cohort
using our internal tracking system, 4Matrix.
Progress 8

There is a P8 variance between 4matrix
and FFT, reflecting the complexity and
variability of the dataset for 2020.
4 matrix shows P8 for PP as +0.19
whereas FFT shows it as -0.32. The
reality is that, inline with target grades,
we were happy with the progress of our
PP students.

Ebacc entry

47%

Attainment 8

38.48 (service 40.07)

Percentage of Grade 5+ in English and maths

12% (service 14%)

Strategy aims for disadvantaged pupils
Aim

Target

Target date

Progress 8

Ensure disadvantaged
students make at least
expected progress by

September 2021

achieving an average
P8 score of 0 or greater
Attainment 8

Achieve attainment 8
score for PP students
which is in line with the
top quartile of similar
schools

September 2021.

Percentage of Grade 5+ in
English and maths

Achieve English and
maths 5+ scores in line
with top quartile of
similar schools

September 2021

Other

Improve attendance for
all students so that it is
in line with the national
figure. Reduce the
attendance gap
between nondisadvantaged and
disadvantaged students.

September 2021

Ebacc entry

Maintain entry for
disadvantaged students
at or above national
figure for all students.

September 2021
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Teaching priorities for current academic year
Measure

Activity

Priority 1:

Planning and teaching a ‘catch up’ curriculum that
supports the learning of our disadvantaged students

Priority 2:

Accurately assessing where additional one-to-one or
small group intervention is needed to support our
disadvantaged students in accessing our catch-up
curriculum, and then strategically developing these
interventions.

Barriers to learning these
priorities address

Student/staff absence due to continued threat of
Covid 19.

Projected spending

£52,118

Targeted academic support for current academic year
Measure

Activity

Priority 1

Individualised literacy and numeracy support and
tutoring for our disadvantaged students to ensure
they can access our catch-up curriculum.

Priority 2

Targeted intervention and tutoring to support
disadvantaged students in catching up key areas of
knowledge and skills from school closure.

Barriers to learning these
priorities address

-Parental/student engagement with intervention
strategies
-Potential absence due to continued threat of Covid
19.

Projected spending

£50,307

Wider strategies for current academic year
Measure

Activity

Priority 1

Raising attendance amongst our disadvantaged
students.

Priority 2

Re-introducing our wide ranging extra-curricular
opportunities and supporting/encouraging the
engagement of our disadvantaged students in them.

Barriers to learning these
priorities address

-Continued impact of Covid 19 on attendance.
-Health and safety measures/staff student absence
preventing extra-curricular activities.

Projected spending

£45,987
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Monitoring and implementation
Area

Teaching

Targeted support

Wider strategies

Challenge

Mitigating action

Ensuring enough time is given
over to allow for staff professional
development/planning of the
‘catch up’ curriculum

Use of INSET days and additional
cover/time being provided.

Ensuring enough time for school
to support one-to- one/ small
group intervention and tutoring

Look to create programme that
utilises after school and holiday
time to support.

Engaging the families facing most
challenges

Working closely with those
families to develop positive
engagement.

Review: last year’s aims and outcomes
Aim

Outcome

More rapid progress in English and
Maths in Y7 for disadvantaged students
than other students.

Assessment point data indicates that this
was met in English, with a rise in the
percentage of students meeting the
expected standard from 2019. This data
may indicate that teachers are increasing
in confidence in mixed ability teaching, as
this is the second year through, and this
may explain the improvement in outcomes
for the current cohort.

The progress of disadvantaged students
will improve to be more closely in line
with that of other students from similar
starting points.

The gap between disadvantaged students
and non-disadvantaged has closed
significantly from 2019 to 2020

Develop our whole school teaching and
learning strategies to support
disadvantaged students to become
metacognitive learners.

A teaching and learning group was set
up examining metacognition, and
interventions by staff had supported
many disadvantaged students in
becoming increasingly metacognitive
learners. However, school closure has
meant that the impact of this over the
year has been harder to evaluate.
Aspects of metacognition were a part of
school closure work, but it became a less
explicit focus.

Our ambitious approach to the curriculum
will ensure that all students, including
disadvantaged students, have the
opportunity to study a broad range of
subjects and will equip them with the
knowledge and skills required to be

Our curriculum has continued to be
ambitious, broad and balanced, with high
numbers of students studying the Ebacc.

5

successful learners and successful
citizens.
Disadvantaged students have more selfbelief, ambition and correspondingly
display more positive attitudes to
learning. Disadvantaged students are
supported to become more engaged

Attendance of all students, including PP
students, at extra-curricular activities, has
been increasingly monitored and
encouraged. Unfortunately mid-year
analysis of participation data had not
happened when the school closed, but
this continues to be a focus in 2020-21.

Personalised curriculum routes are
retained and utilised in a timely and
appropriate manner for students for
whom they are a critical mechanism for
retention or other success.

Personalised curriculum continues to be
offered for a small number of students.

Attendance of disadvantaged students
improves and persistent absence
declines.

Attendance for disadvantaged students
continues to be an area to develop.
Attendance Officer now in place and there
is a much more systematic approach to
the recording and reviewing of attendance
figures. A four letter model used, with
agreement at SLT to trigger letter 3 at a
higher % attendance. Fines have been
issued in a small number of cases.

All parents, including parents of
disadvantaged students, are more
engaged and better able to understand
how to support their children’s learning

The introduction of MYCAS has enabled
more proactive engagement with student
work. 70 parents were invited in for 1-1
interviews end of term, most attended or
were contacted. School closure impacted
on the longer term plans for this
engagement and it continues to be a
focus.

E.g Btec Agriculture, Functional Skills
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