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THE  S PACE  WOMEN  
 

On October 18th 2019 history was made 

when two astronauts, Christina Koch and 

Jessica Meir, headed out on a five and a 

half hour long spacewalk. This was the 

first all women venture outside of the 

International Space Station and marks a 

glorious point in the fight for total 

equality. Up to this point a total of only 15 

women have performed spacewalks, with 

Meir being the 15th.  

 

NASA was founded in 1958 and since 

then women have made more and more 

of an appearance in the male dominated 

world of space exploration. Originally 

most women worked as human 

computers but later became more 

important in the success of the missions 

and experiments conducted by the 

organisation. Here are just a few of the 

most influential women to work at NASA 

and the space industry:  

 

Katherine Johnson  

Johnson worked as a human computer 

during the early days of human space 

flight. It was a heavily segregated world 

but her brilliance with numbers played a 

pivotal role in many of the US missions. 

She worked on the trajectories, launch 

windows and emergency back up return 

paths for many of the Mercury missions 

(NASA’s first missions that included 

sending humans to space) and even on 

Apollo 11 - which as we know is 

potentially the most famous and 

influential of all the expeditions made by 

astronauts.  

 

Kitty Joyner 

Joyner was the first woman to graduate 

from the university of Virginia’s 

engineering program which before hand 

had only been available for men, she had 

to initiate a successful lawsuit to be able 

to gain her education. She was also 

NASA’s first woman engineer, testing the 

reliability of new aircraft designs before 

they were used in flight. Her work was 

critical in defining the standards we have 

for modern aeronautics today.  

 

Sally Ride 

Not only was Ride the youngest person to 

go into space, she was also the first 

woman astronaut, flying on the shuttle 

Challenger in 1983 (and again in 1984), 

spending more than 343 hours in space. 

She played a key role in developing the 

Canadarm, a robotic arm that was 

attached to the Space Shuttles, and was 

part of the investigation teams for the 

Challenger and Columbia disasters. After 

her work at NASA she became a 

professor of physics and spent a long time 
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encouraging young people to join the 

world of science and be curious.  

Peggy Whitson  

Spending 665 days in space, the 

equivalent of a hypothetical round trip to 

Mars, Whitson holds the US record for 

longest time spent in space and was the 

first woman to command the ISS twice! 

She is the oldest woman astronaut, at 57 

she completed her final mission and her 

ninth space walk, which also makes her 

the record holder for the amount of 

spacewalks performed by a woman. She is 

NASA’s most experienced astronaut to 

date.  

 

Helen Sharman 

Though technically she did not work for 

NASA, but instead the ESA, Sharman was 

the first British astronaut to fly into 

space. At 27, she was sent on her mission 

to the MIR space station. Unlike the 

typical test-pilot route into the career, 

she had a PhD in chemistry and spent 8 

days in Earth orbit. She is only one of two 

British astronauts to fly under the UK 

flag, with the other being Tim Peake who 

flew 24 years after her mission to MIR.  

 

Women have become more involved in 

the study of STEM subjects over the 

years and the number is only increasing 

and the future seems to be more equal. 

The world of physics and space 

exploration is becoming less of a male 

dominated world. In the near future we 

will see the first woman land in the moon 

which will be a monumental point in 

history. Not only this, but the first human 

on Mars might in fact be a woman. There 

are in fact many young women in the 

process of readying themselves for when 

the application arises. People like, Alyssa 

Carson (@nasablueberry on Instagram) 

an 18 year old from America who has 

dreamt of going to Mars from a very 

young age. She is the youngest astronaut 

in training and is in fact certified to be 

able to go into space. There is Giulia Carla 

Bassani (@astro_giulia on Instagram), an 

aspiring ESA astronaut, the MVA (Moon 

Village Association) National coordinator 

and author (of Ad Martem 12. Go read it, 

it’s incredible!) from Italy. And so many 

more. I too aspire to be an astronaut and 

future Mars walker, and all these 

incredible women help to inspire me 

everyday and I only wish to do the same.  

So if you’re reading this and have a 

passion for science, maths or anything in 

fact, keep working on it and never lose it. 

No-one can define your future other than 

yourself. You can be anything you dream 

of and remember that the sky is not the 

limit, there are footprints on the moon. 

Keep looking up and do great things.  

 



 

 

ON  THE  BUSES   
 

Over the past few months there has 

been an increasing number of issues 

regarding the school buses, the 

Carlton Miniott one in particular. 

Students have been left waiting at bus 

stops on a morning and even at school 

at the end of the day, despite living 

multiple miles away. This is all down to 

a lack of seats and a large number of 

passengers living at the first stops. If 

there isn’t enough seats for those get 

off further away, those who live closer 

have to give them up and walk.  

   The majority of the school buses 

require a bus pass to be able to travel 

via their services and this bus is no 

different. However, there are some 

stops that are not eligible to obtain 

such passes as the stop must be at 

least three miles away from the 

school, and even if your stop is less 

than a hundred metres away from that 

value you are still not able to get one 

without having to pay about £400 a 

year. A hefty amount of money that 

most families just can’t afford.  

   If you are left at the bus stop on a 

morning you are guaranteed to be late 

to school if your are unable to hitch a 

ride from a family member or friend. 

You are usually left with about fifteen 

minutes to get to school, and if you are 

left to walk it is practically impossible 

to get there on time, especially if you 

have to carry heavy bags and books 

just under three miles up the road. 

And even if you do manage to get a lift 

from someone it still uses petrol which 

is not cheap and is not the best for the 

environment. In fact catching a bus is 

environmentally more friendly as then 

not everyone is driving to school. It 

reduces carbon emissions and your 

carbon footprint as it uses a significant 

amount of fuel less in comparison 

multiple  cars. Per 3 mile journey a car 

produces around 1200 grams of CO2 

whereas a bus produces 810 grams. A 

car produces 460kg of CO2 a school 

Written by Pippa Holmes and Vanessa Nikonova 



 

 

 

year over those three miles and back 

but a bus only produces 307kg. It 

would take 21 trees to offset the CO2 

produced by the car over the year but 

only 14 to offset a bus. With the 

current environmental state it would 

be best to travel by a bus. 

    On top of that, now that we are in 

winter, the nights are much longer and 

it begins getting darker earlier with 

the average sunset beginning about 

4pm, if not earlier. Some parents 

would not, and do not want their child 

walking home in the dark, and most 

work so are unable to pick them up 

either leaving them stuck at school 

until they’re finished. Even if we are 

able to walk home, we are taught from 

a young age that it isn’t always safe to 

walk in the dark .  

    Some students also have a lot more 

responsibilities than others and have 

to be home as quickly as possible. This 

could be to look after a family member 

or pick up a younger sibling from 

school or off their own bus. Or even 

those in the middle of exam season 

who need to use every moment they 

can to revise to achieve the best 

grades they can. For these students 

being left at the bus stop can throw 

them off schedule and decrease their 

motivation. And for the students with 

mental health issues this can cause a 

lot of unwanted and unnecessary 

stress and anxiety.  

     Therefore a bus needs to be 

provided for these students. They and 

their families are willing to pay the 

necessary bus fares to take them to 

and from school as soon as one 

becomes available for them. It would 

not only reduce the stress these 

students feel everyday when they 

wonder if they’re even able to get to 

school or not, but it would provide 

them with the duty of care they should 

have received from the start of this 

whole ordeal.  

 



 

 

Stories that 

Shaped the Empire  
 

Now, there are some 

stories that shape empires 

and dynasties. The ‘Hoysala 

Empire’ was heavily 

influenced by Hindu 

religion; including 

important gods such as 

Shiva, Guru of Parashurama 

and father of Ganesh (top); 

Ganesh, son of Shiva 

(middle); Parashurama, 

Shiva’s student (bottom); as 

well as the warrior priest of 

Hindu culture, Salar.  

Salar and the Tiger: 

One day, Salar and his guru 

were walking in the forest 

when, suddenly, they were 

attacked by a tiger! Salar, 

eager to protect his guru, 

fended off the beast.  

The Great Battle:   

Not too soon after the 

tiger’s attack, a fight broke 

out amongst the gods 

which resulted in another 

fight between two gods, 

Ganesh and Parashurama. 

In this fight, Ganesh lost a 

horn because Parashurama 

used Shiva’s axe to cut it off.  
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Everyone has a Christmas jumper, 

but does any one like them.? 

Whether it’s the bells, flashy lights 

or the fluffiest Rudolf nose., they 

are always so itchy and make you 

look dreadful. Since when was 

tinsel or fairy lights attached to a 

jumper fashionable?! 

Christmas jumpers became a 

fashion in the late 18 to early 19 

hundred’s in Scandinavia. The 

history of Christmas jumper can be 

traced back to before the 12th  

century in Iceland and Scandinavia 

where thick warm jumpers were 

hand knitted. They became popular 

in the 1980s when many TV 

presenters began to wear them. In 

the 1900-2000 the popularity 

decreased and Christmas jumpers 

became a “joke” gift. But in 2012 

The Daily Telegraph stated them as 

the season’s must have and again 

the became a necessary garment.  

 However, a report from The 

Guardian last year stated that a 

quarter of the Christmas jumpers 

we have are worn once to then be 

thrown away and after the festive 

season, charity shops are likely to 

be filled with Christmas jumpers. 

Mind you, Christmas jumpers aren’t 

cheap either, the most expensive 

Christmas jumper ever to be made 

cost £23940 ! 

So are Christmas jumpers really 

worth all this hassle?  
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Summer’s gone and the leaves start to turn, 

Golden yellow and mouldy brown.  

Seeds drop off the flowers and land on the ground, 

Getting ready for the warmth to come back around. 

The clouds roll in and the rain falls down, 

Muddy puddles are found on the ground. 

Fields are being cut, 

Golden sunshine to brown, 

Fresh fruit and veg can be found in the gardens all around;  

Raspberry’s blood red and apples firm and round, 

Blueberry’s squid ink and potatoes fresh from the ground.  

 

Conkers shiny brown and fresh from the tree –  

Holding the power to make another piece of greenery.  

Acorns with their hats on,   

Ready to fight, 

Look like tiny soldiers preparing for the biggest battle of their life.  

Children throw leaves from the ground back to the sky  

Creating fluttering rainbows of red, brown, and orange in the world up high. 
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WHAT  I S  THE  GREENHOUSE  E FFECT  AND  

HOW  DOES  I T  AFFECT  US?  
 

As many of us were enjoying our 

Christmas presents on Boxing Day 

in 2015, 20 miles from Thirsk 

Joanne Leas and her children were 

facing one of the most upsetting 

festive seasons imaginable. 

 “By 3pm the water was already 

about 4ft high”, she said after the 

incident. “We had no phone calls or 

warnings or anything.” Heavy 

downpours had fallen on North 

Yorkshire and its rivers had risen to 

bursting point. Miss Leas, of York, 

said: “We panicked – I grabbed my 

children. I had to get them off site. 

Then everybody was stood looking, 

watching our homes be destroyed. I 

was heartbroken. Nobody from the 

council came down. We were just 

left there as a little community, 

stood on our own in the darkness.” 

 In response to such impacts of 

climate change, councils such as 

York and North Yorkshire have in 

recent months declared a climate 

emergency. 

 A recent report by North 

Yorkshire County Council has 

concluded the area is vulnerable 

with, low-lying areas prone to 

flooding and a coast that is eroding. 

The impacts of climate change are 

predicted to result in the loss of 

important infrastructure such as 

water, gas and electricity; 

communications including 

transport; buildings; and land 

productivity. These impacts are 

already happening, for example the 

increase in frequency of significant 

floods in recent years. 

 Nationally, the UK’s legally 

binding 2008 Climate Change Act 

sets a legal framework for the UK 
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to cut greenhouse gas emissions to 

80% below 1990 levels by 2050 

and requires the government to set 

out policies to adapt to climate 

change. 

 However, many councils in the 

area have set a more ambitious 

target of 2030 to become carbon 

neutral and to reduce greenhouse 

gases, which are produced by 

burning fossil fuels such as oil and 

coal, to minimise the consequences 

of the Greenhouse Effect on our 

planet. 

 

What is the Greenhouse Effect? 

The Greenhouse Effect is a natural 

process that warms up the Earth’s 

surface. When the Sun’s energy 

reaches Earth’s atmosphere, some 

of it is reflected to space, the rest is 

absorbed and re-radiated by 

greenhouse gases such as carbon 

dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide. 

The energy that was absorbed then 

warms the atmosphere and the 

Earth’s surfaces. This process 

means the Earth’s temperature 

stays at around 33 degrees Celsius, 

warmer than it would be allowing 

life to have formed on earth. 

 The problem now is that 

human activities such as burning 

fossil fuels, agriculture and 

deforestation are increasing the 

amounts of greenhouse gases. This 

is called the enhanced Greenhouse 

Effect and is a largely contributing 

factor towards global warming.  

 Scientists say that unless we 

change dramatically within the next 

12 years, we will be seeing a lot 

more floods like the one on Boxing 

Day 2015. 
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THE CITY THAT NEVER SLEEPS  
In the summer holidays I took a two-week trip to NYC. I went to many famous places such as Central 

park, Brooklyn bridge, Statue of liberty, Times square, and the Empire state building. It was such a 

great experience; I decided to take some pictures as I really enjoy photography.  

These are some of my favourite pictures that I took around New York:   

Brooklyn Bridge  

Outside of central park 

I took this picture on a boat that took people out 

to see the whole of New York. 

View from Brooklyn Bridge 

Times Square 

Words  and Photographs by Isobel  Crannage 

Empire State Building 

View from Empire State Building Statue of Liberty 

Madison Avenue 


