
Year 8 GEOGRAPHY 
 
Overall Intent: 
 
The curriculum in Geography is ambitious because it challenges students to reflect frequently on their own learning and to help students to develop their own 
awareness of their place in world. We want to inspire our students to become thoughtful, informed citizens of our community. Throughout Key Stage 3, a broad and 
rich Geography curriculum has been designed to develop geographical knowledge and understanding through the study of a range of topics, incorporating Physical 
and Human Geography. Key geographical skills (including mathematical, cartographic, investigative, and problem-solving skills) are developed and revisited; 
students will have the opportunity to refine these skills and will be able to apply them to different familiar and unfamiliar contexts. 
During Year 8, students continue to develop their geographical and analytical / thinking skills to help them explore aspects of our physical and human environment 
in topics including Extreme Weather, Climates, and a study of the Middle East. By following the National Curriculum, topics such as these ignite an interest in the 
world around us, which is very different from our own local environment, and touch upon topics covered in more depth at GCSE and beyond. 
 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic/Area of study WEATHER 
HAZARDS 

WEATHER AND 
CLIMATE POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT COASTS THE MIDDLE EAST 

Key learning aims – 
knowledge 

Students will learn 
about air pressure, 
clous and rainfall, 
extreme weather, 
hurricanes and 
tornadoes in India 
and USA. 

Students will learn 
about measuring 
weather, forecasting 
weather, climate 
factors, climate 
graphs and isoline 
maps. 
 

Students will learn about development factors 
and indicators, population explosion and growth, 
population pyramids. They will also complete a 
decision-making exercise on the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 
 
 

Students will learn 
about different rock 
types. They will review 
weather and erosion 
(from the rivers and 
flooding unit in year 7). 
They will also learn 
about physical 
processes, human 
interaction and coastal 
management. 
 

Students will learn 
about areas of conflict 
and the causes of 
those conflicts. They 
will look in particular at 
natural resources (oil 
and water) as causes of 
conflict. They will learn 
how to map the 
Middle Easter, 
demonstrating location 
knowledge. They will 



also learn about the 
lives of refugees. 

Key learning aims - 
skills 

Throughout the year, students will further develop their ability to: 
• Use a wider range of geographical vocabulary  
• Use, interpret and analyse more complex unfamiliar source material such as maps and graphs  
• Use direction, scale, distance and relief accurately  
• Draw and annotate diagrams/ sketches  
• Refer to specific examples  
• Discuss advantages and disadvantages  
• Justify conclusions  
• Describe patterns and relationships 

Assessment 

Literacy task based 
on knowledge of 

tornadoes 
 

Skills Test 
 

Final write-up of the decision-making exercise on 
the DRC. 

 

 Summer Exam 
 

 


