
 

 

8th June 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope everyone had a great Jubilee Bank Holiday, with a good mixture of fun and rest! The 
weather may not have been great but it certainly didn’t spoil the community spirit, where I live, 
at our street party last Friday. For me, this break has felt like the first potentially ‘normal’ 
holiday since the start of the pandemic, and socialising freely with friends felt joyous. 
 
Talking of weather… clearly, by now, we would usually have given the green light to summer 
uniform and whilst we are more than happy for any students to attend in summer uniform, 
personally it’s felt a bit too chilly for my liking! But, should your young person wish to wear the 
polo shirt going forward this term, then it is not a problem. 
 
As you will see below, last half term may have been short but we certainly packed it full of good 
stuff! The Jubilee trifles were a triumph and the colour run, I am sure, is set to become an annual 
event. We raised just over £1,000 for the Yorkshire Air Ambulance which was obviously a very 
personal charity for us, as a community. I would like to extend a huge thank you and well done to 
Alex Lynas in Year 12 for getting this event off the ground. In the afternoon, we invited local 
primary school children to take part and it was fabulous to see all the young people of Thirsk 
having fun together for a great cause.  
 
Our Year 11s and 13s are now on study leave as they complete their public examinations. If you 
are a parent/carer for any of these young people, keep making the cups of tea and providing the 
support for the next few weeks. These young people have had such a challenging time to 
navigate but they did us proud right up to the end and we wish them all the very best of luck 
going forward. 
 
Finally, next week we will be sending you a letter regarding the recent Government White 
paper detailing the implications for schools in terms of academisation, so please keep an eye out 
for that next Wednesday. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
Emma Lambden 
Headteacher 
 
 



 

 

School Visit 
Former Thirsk School student Laura Marwood visited the MFL department at the start of the term. 
Laura who has been living in Heidelberg, Germany for the last eight years, spoke to Year 10 and 12 
students and answered questions about her experiences at University in Durham and in London, 
studying languages, having a year abroad as part of her degree and the differences and similarities 
of living in a foreign country. She also left some edible German treats which proved to be very 
popular. 
 
Sixth Form Council 2021-22 
Head Boy Bobby Davidson  
Head Girl Eva Hanchard  
Minister for Education Romilly Smith  
Minister for Media Tiegan Driffield  
Minister for Prefects Morgan Rae  
Minister for Mentors Grace Job  
Minister for Extra-curricular  Wiki Wasniewska  
Minister for Finance and Charities Joe Edwards (Deputy Head Boy)  
Minister for the Environment Millie Dunning (Deputy Head Girl)  
Minister for Equality and Welfare Hannah Bradley  
Secretary Jed Gauder  
Minister for Democracy James McCormick  

 
During their term of office, the Council have been responsible for: promotion of the environmental 
agenda, meeting local Councillors and supporting the planning and running of the whole-school 
environment day, organising a hugely enjoyable and successful staff vs Sixth Form charity football 
match as well as Movember and many, many other fundraising endeavours, being superb role 
models in the whole school Council, representing the school on Remembrance Day and promoting 
Student Voice and improving visibility of Sixth Form activities, supporting Miss Leopold in launching 
and developing the Super Curriculum with a range of amazing resources and display boards which 
will be the spring board for extending this next year, more great work with mentors and prefects to 
relaunch these roles which had become difficult due to Covid and the bubble restrictions of the last 
few years and, of course, the amazing work to link with our community in providing our Christmas 
gifts, Valentines roses and other offerings for the older people in our catchment. 
 
The Council have worked incredibly hard as a group and have supported each other well. They have 
been utterly committed to supporting the outcomes of the Sixth Form students academically, as 
well as showing a tremendous drive to supporting a range of charitable endeavours. Miss Leopold, 
Assistant Head of Sixth Form said “From my perspective, they have been a complete joy to work 
with and it has been really humbling to work with such incredible people”. 

 



 

 

Colour Run 
The Yorkshire Air Ambulance colour run took place on Wednesday 18th May and was hugely 
supported by the local community and students of Thirsk School. We saw over 500 runners, 
including the local Thirsk and Sowerby Harriers and Thirsk Netball club doing countless laps of the 
school field all in the name of charity. A brilliant day had by all and £1,029.92 was raised for the 
Yorkshire Air Ambulance. Watch this space for next year! 

                  
 

Jubilee Catering Club 
A lemon Swiss roll and amaretti trifle was named as the official pudding for the Queen's Platinum 
Jubilee after winning a competition to find a new dessert. The dessert beat 5,000 desserts to 
become the official pudding of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations on the BBC 1 programme ‘The 
Jubilee Pudding: 70 years in the Baking.’ Year 10 Hospitality and Catering students were offered 
the opportunity to make the pudding over two afterschool baking sessions and rose to the 
challenge! The dish consisted of many elements: a lemon curd filled swiss roll, jelly, homemade 
custard, mandarin coulis, whipped cream and jewelled chocolate shards! 

           
 

Uniform Guidance Update 
We have considered the policy guidance very carefully since its release and wholeheartedly agree 
with the sentiments behind the changes. Having reviewed our uniform requirements, we have 
reduced the number of compulsory branded items by allowing students to wear plain 
short/skort/leggings/joggers for PE if they wish.  Our compulsory items are now the blazer, tie, 
trousers, skirts, and PE top. The new guidance talks about schools evaluating the students' total 
uniform requirement in terms of quality and value. We believe the quality of the branded items we 



 

 

sell is far superior to the cheaper alternatives meaning it will last much longer.  This is evidenced by 
the amount of preloved uniform items that are now donated back into the school or sold on.  This 
also enables us to play our part in reducing the school uniform carbon footprint 

 
Pre-Loved Uniform 
We are in the early stages of setting up a web page dedicated to selling preloved branded 
uniform.  If you would like to donate any items for us to sell, please bring them to reception.  We do 
ask that the items are freshly washed and of 'nearly new' condition. 
 
Period Equality 
We are proud to be a long-standing member of the Period Equality scheme; this means that the 
Government provide us with additional funding to purchase sanitary products to give to our young 
people who need them.  This could be students who are 'caught short' or struggling financially.  We 
have items including pads, tampons and environmentally-friendly reusable products. Students do 
not have to be in receipt of Free School Meals to access these free products, it’s a scheme that's 
open to all.   
If we can help, please ask the student to go to reception or the finance office.  Tesco also have a 
similar scheme whereby students merely have to go to the customer service desk and ask for a 
“white envelope” and they will be provided with a selection of products, no further questions asked. 
 
Encouraging Independent Learning at Thirsk School Library 

 

 
The Library has a new on-line public access catalogue.  
It is wireless and touchscreen.  This enables students to search for items from the school's 14,000 
books, journals, maps and other resources by title, author or subject. More importantly, students 
and staff can now borrow and return items independently. Using the on-line public access catalogue 
saves time and there is less handling and mixing which is hygienic and in- keeping with the 'new 



 

 

normal.' Many of us are familiar with on-line public access through use of a public library or an 
academic library in a college or university. Our student librarians have been trained by Mrs Lister to 
issue, return and search for materials independently and they in turn now help their peers to do the 
same. The Library is so pleased with our IT Department, who were keen to install this addition in 
time for our new cohort of Year 7s from September 2022. 
 
Sporting Success 
Aidan Lowe and Jacob Reeves competed at the English Gymnastics competition recently coming 
home with a Bronze medal. What an achievement. Well done. 
 
Harley Lovell attained the title of Angel of the North Boxing Champion 2022 after tough bouts at the 

weekend. He now goes forward to the Lonsdale Box Cup in Glasgow in a few weeks’ time. Good Luck, 

Harley. 
 
Kirkland Rowell Survey for parents/students 
This half term, we are keen to seek the views of students and parents/carers on a wide range of 
aspects of school life. From tomorrow, students will receive an email with a link to a survey to 
complete. The parental survey will follow next week. We intend to analyse the views expressed by 
students and parents/carers to identify further improvements we can make in our school. We were, 
of course, very pleased that the Ofsted inspectors judged our school to be 'Good' in February, but 
we are now keen to improve even further and ensuring we have a full understanding of the views of 
our community is an important part of this. Please do check with your child from tomorrow, to 
ensure they have received the link to the survey and encourage them to complete it. We will be back 
in touch when the parent/carer survey is ready to send out. 

 
 


