
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORY 

Read  

• ‘Wolf Hall’ (Mantel, H. 2009) – brilliant historical fiction novel 
that covers Thomas Cromwell in depth. Helps to understand 
the Break with Rome, Kings Great Matter and the 7-Year 
Parliament, as well as foreign policy relations. 

• The Shardlake series (Sansom, C.J. 2003-present) – brilliant 
series of murder mystery books set in the wake of the ‘Break 
with Rome’. Great for understanding the dissolution of the 
Monasteries and the changing religious situation in mid-16th 
Century England. 

• The Tudor Saga series (Gregory, P. 2005-2017) -  These focus 
on different women in Tudor history, starting with a young 
Catherine of Aragon. Great for getting a good understanding 
of key characters and political developments. 

• ‘Tale of Two Cities’ (Dickens, C. 1859) 

• ‘A Place of Greater Safety’ (Mantel, H. 2006) 

• ‘Pure’ (Miller, A. 2011)  

• The above three books give a good understanding of the 
narrative of the French Revolution. 

• ‘The Leopard’ (Tomasi di Lampedusa, G. 1958) - A novel set in 
the middle of the Italian Unification which explores the 
complexities facing the old nobility of the reactionary 
monarchies. 

• Please note all of the above and many more are available in 
C6, so please ask your History teachers. 
 

Watch 

• BBC iPlayer - Wolf Hall TV show version of the Hilary Mantel 
book. Great for the same reasons, worth watching either 
alongside, before or after treading the book. 

• The Tudors: Henry VII - The Tudor Government and the 
Council Learned in Law - Episode 4 - YouTube The ‘I’m Stuck’ 
series is great for revising all the topics of the Tudors. Offers a 
recap on lessons or a chance to get ahead of the narrative in 
the classroom. 

• Henry VII's Dark Truths: The First Tudor King | Henry VII 
Winter King | Real Royalty - YouTube Documentary on Henry 
VII covering his entire reign. 

• Henry VIII – The Tyrant of the Tudors Documentary - YouTube 
documentary on Henry VIII covering his entire reign. 

• Good French Revolution overview documentary: The French 
Revolution History Channel HD - YouTube 

• French Revolution film – Danton – English dubbed Danton 
(1983 Film) [English Dubbed] - YouTube 

 

Websites  

• An Introduction to Tudor England | English Heritage (english-
heritage.org.uk) website listing possible historical sites to visit 
in England as well as giving relevant background. 

• Tudor England (spartacus-educational.com) great website for 
finding specific context on the Tudors or the French 
Revolution. 
 

Subscriptions 
• Historical Association – the UK national charity for history 

great subscription that often refers to our periods of study 
but also interesting history from all periods. Past magazines 
available in C6. 

• BBC History Magazine, BBC History Revealed & BBC World 
Histories - HistoryExtra BBC history magazine that has great 
articles; similar to above. 
 

Listen  

• BBC History Magazine, BBC History Revealed & BBC World 
Histories - HistoryExtra Great podcast episodes on nearly all 
topics.  

• History Podcasts | History Hit Great website, offers similar to 
the above link. 

• Spotify – Web Player The best way to find any historical 
podcasts is to use the search tool. This will include listings 
from History Extra and History Hit as well as others like the 
Talking Tudors. 
 

Visit  

• Any of the abbeys and monasteries located in North Yorkshire. 

• York City Centre, with plenty of ‘Tudor’ tours on offer online. 

• Paris, and specific French Revolution walking tours. 

• Visit the English Heritage website to find specific places 
further afield.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p02gfy02/wolf-hall
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irMW6X-9i3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irMW6X-9i3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wXTB52oUYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wXTB52oUYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFcrpSnS0RA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pXxoyk5wOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pXxoyk5wOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B7RApdrIfs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B7RApdrIfs
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-england/tudors/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-england/tudors/
https://spartacus-educational.com/Tudors.htm
https://www.history.org.uk/
https://www.historyextra.com/
https://www.historyextra.com/
https://www.historyextra.com/
https://www.historyextra.com/
https://www.historyhit.com/podcasts/
https://open.spotify.com/


Courses  

• MOOCs ( Massive Open Online Courses) – learn about your 
interests and bolster your CV. Three main providers are: 
✓ FutureLearn: Online Courses and Degrees from Top 

Universities 
✓ edX | Free Online Courses by Harvard, MIT, & more | edX 
✓ Open Learning - OpenLearn - Open University 

Just make sure you look for the free courses. You can complete 
some courses and only have to pay to receive the certificate. If 
you are a Bursary student, remember that the Student 
Discretionary Bursary can pay for certification or courses. 
 

Competitions  

• University of Oxford Robson History Prize 

• History essay competition | History | The University of 
Sheffield  

• Julia Wood History Prize 

Apps  

• The History of Everything 

• Historical Calendar 

• History Timeline 
 

Work experience ideas 

• York Archaeological Trust 

• English Heritage 

• National Trust 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.futurelearn.com/
https://www.futurelearn.com/
https://www.edx.org/?utm_campaign=bs-b2c-tier1geo-brand-core&utm_term=edx%20courses%20online&msclkid=f01b3e674d30110e77c05cc56669e029&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=bs-b2c-BRAND-core-tier1geo&utm_term=edx%20courses%20online&utm_content=edx-courses
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/
https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate/essay-prizes/history/#:~:text=Robson%20History%20Prize%20%2D%20Trinity%20College%20Cambridge&text=The%20Robson%20History%20Prize%20is,Fellow%20and%20Tutor%20at%20Trinity
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/history/essay-competition
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/history/essay-competition
https://www.st-hughs.ox.ac.uk/prospective-students/outreach-at-st-hughs/julia-wood-history-essay-competition/#:~:text=The%20Julia%20Wood%202022%20essay,of%20more%20than%20two%20years

