
 
 
 
 
 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Read  

• All of Peter Vardy’s books are excellent ways to extend your 
knowledge. Written in a clear and engaging style, Vardy 
places the syllabus themes into context and helps readers to 
understand and appreciate Christianity. The books are 
readable and contain many good examples:  

• ‘The Thinker’s Guide to God’ (Vardy, P. 2002)  

• ‘The Puzzle of God’ (Vardy, P. 1990) 

• ‘The Puzzle of Ethics’ (Vardy, P. 1995)  

• ‘The Puzzle of Christianity’ (Vardy, P. 2016)  

• ‘God Matters’ (Vardy, P. & C. 2013) – this book challenges 
readers to ask fundamental questions about the nature and 
meaning of human life in an open, engaging but academically 
rigorous way. 

• ‘Moral Problems’ (Palmer M. 1991) – look out for this 1991 
edition as it is much cheaper and just as good.  

• ‘Justice: What's the Right Thing to Do?’ (Sandel, M. 2009) - 
What are our obligations to others as people in a free 
society? Should government tax the rich to help the poor? Is 
the free market fair? Is it sometimes wrong to tell the truth? 
Michael Sandel teaches at Harvard University and this book is 
an excellent, thought-provoking read on many ethical 
questions. 

• ‘The Complete Philosophy Files’ (Law, S. 2011) - Is there a 
God, should I eat meat, where does the universe come from, 
could I live for ever as a robot? These are the big questions 
readers will be wrestling with in this book. 

• ‘Sophie's World: A Novel About the History of Philosophy’ 
(Gaarder, J. 2000) 

• ‘The Boy with the Topknot’ (Sanghera, S. 2009) 
 

Watch 

• Two particularly good video resources to support your 
learning are some of the ‘Crash Course videos’ and the ‘School 
of Life’ videos – accessible on YouTube. There are many that 
focus on topics we cover in the RS A-level. Here are a few to 
get you started: 

• Crash course: CrashCourse - YouTube Here are some clips to 
get you started. 
o What is Philosophy?: Crash Course Philosophy #1 - 

YouTube  
o How to Argue - Philosophical Reasoning: Crash Course 

Philosophy #2 - YouTube 

o Utilitarianism: Crash Course Philosophy #36 - YouTube 

• School of life: Philosophy playlist WESTERN PHILOSOPHY - 
YouTube  

• Wireless Philosophy - YouTube – A range of short videos on 
both philosophical and ethical themes. 

• Consciousness & the Brain: John Searle at TEDxCERN - 
YouTube 

• Why does the universe exist? | Jim Holt - YouTube  

• BBC iPlayer - Sacred Rivers with Simon Reeve 

• ‘Never Let Me Go’ (2010) - A British dystopian romantic 
tragedy film based on Kazuo Ishiguro's 2005 novel and asks 
questions about morality. 

Websites  

• The Anti-Vaxx Preachers - All 4   

• Suggested Preliminary Readings | Faculty of Philosophy 
(cam.ac.uk) Ideas for reading from the University of 
Cambridge for those interested in undergraduate studies.  

• Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 

• Philosophical Society.com  

• Philosopher Kings – a useful website which offer learning 
resources suitable for both GCSE and A-level specifications  

• I Think Therefore I Teach – Tips for A level students. Lesson 
ramblings for teachers (helpful ideas too!)  
 

Subscriptions 
Remember that if you have been accepted onto the 16-19 
Bursary, Thirsk Sixth Form College can support you with 
academic subscriptions 
 

• ‘Philosophy Now’ – magazine 
 

 

Listen  Visit  

https://www.youtube.com/c/crashcourse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKEhdsnKKHs&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-_52fGt5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKEhdsnKKHs&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-_52fGt5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-a739VjqdSI
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwxNMb28XmpeypJMHfNbJ4RAFkRtmAN3P
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwxNMb28XmpeypJMHfNbJ4RAFkRtmAN3P
https://www.youtube.com/user/WirelessPhilosophy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_OPQgPIdKg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_OPQgPIdKg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zORUUqJd81M&t=3s
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b04l911c/sacred-rivers-with-simon-reeve
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/73583-001
https://www.phil.cam.ac.uk/prosp-students/Reading_list_for_prospective_students
https://www.phil.cam.ac.uk/prosp-students/Reading_list_for_prospective_students
https://plato.stanford.edu/
https://www.philosophicalsociety.com/
http://www.philosopherkings.co.uk/
https://ithinkthereforeiteach.com/
https://ithinkthereforeiteach.com/


• BBC Radio 4 - In Our Time, Philosophy - Downloads - From 
Altruism to Wittgenstein, philosophers, theories and key 
themes. 

• A Romp Through Ethics for Complete Beginners | University 
of Oxford Podcasts - Audio and Video Lectures A podcast 
from Oxford University which considers the underpinnings of 
ethical thought. For example: what it is for an action to be 
right or wrong? Can we have moral knowledge? Is freewill 
essential to morality? 

• Podcast Episodes | The Partially Examined Life Philosophy 
Podcast | A Philosophy Podcast and Blog – Billed as one of 
the best philosophy podcasts out there, the founders 
describe themselves as “some guys who were at one point set 
on doing philosophy for a living, but then thought better of 
it.” 

• The Philosopher's Zone - ABC Radio National  
 

• The National Holocaust Centre and Museum – Based in 
Newark, this is rather a long drive, but if you are visiting the 
area, it will be a thought-provoking visit.  

• York Minster  

Courses  

• MOOCs ( Massive Open Online Courses) – learn about your 
interests and bolster your CV. Three main providers are: 
✓ FutureLearn: Online Courses and Degrees from Top 

Universities 
✓ edX | Free Online Courses by Harvard, MIT, & more | edX 
✓ Open Learning - OpenLearn - Open University 

Just make sure you look for the free courses. You can complete 
some courses and only have to pay to receive the certificate.  
If you are a Bursary student, remember that the Student 
Discretionary Bursary can pay for certification or courses.  
 

Competitions  

• Secondary school philosophy essay competition 2022 | 
Philosophy | The University of Sheffield - The Sheffield 
Philosophy Essay Competition is an annual competition for 
students in Years 10, 11, and 12 in the UK. 

• Lloyd Davies Philosophy Prize | Oriel College (ox.ac.uk) - 
Established in 2006, the Lloyd Davies Philosophy Prize is an 
essay competition open to students in Year 12 (or equivalent). 
The first prize is £250, and there may also be a second prize of 
£150. 

Apps  

•   

Work experience ideas 

• Home (holyroodhouse.org.uk) – Consider volunteering some 
time at Holyrood House in Thirsk.  

•  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr/episodes/downloads
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/romp-through-ethics-complete-beginners
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/romp-through-ethics-complete-beginners
https://partiallyexaminedlife.com/category/podcast-episodes/?order=ASC
https://partiallyexaminedlife.com/category/podcast-episodes/?order=ASC
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/philosopherszone/
https://www.holocaust.org.uk/
https://www.futurelearn.com/
https://www.futurelearn.com/
https://www.edx.org/?utm_campaign=bs-b2c-tier1geo-brand-core&utm_term=edx%20courses%20online&msclkid=f01b3e674d30110e77c05cc56669e029&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=bs-b2c-BRAND-core-tier1geo&utm_term=edx%20courses%20online&utm_content=edx-courses
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/philosophy/events/essay-competition
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/philosophy/events/essay-competition
https://www.oriel.ox.ac.uk/study-us/schools-liaison/lloyd-davies-philosophy-prize
http://www.holyroodhouse.org.uk/

