
 

 

11th January 2023 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
You may recall that I wrote to parents/carers in September to outline our approach to 
homework. I’d like to remind you of the most important information and highlight some further 
changes we have made following our review of the first term of the school year. The changes 
are in bold for ease of reference. 
 
Lunchtime and after-school homework support clubs 
A lunchtime homework club has been running successfully throughout the first term for Years 
7-9 and will continue this term and beyond. This takes place every lunchtime in B1, from  
12.25 pm to 1.10pm. Students can use a computer, if they wish, for example if they need to 
complete online homework such as MyMaths, Quizlet or Memrise, or if they are working on a 
project which requires online research. The lunchtime homework club is supervised by a 
member of staff, supported by a Sixth Form prefect, both of whom can offer help and guidance 
to the students attending. A lunchtime homework club for Year 10/11 students is also now up 
and running on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday lunchtimes in D21. Students in Year 
11, additionally, have the opportunity to attend various lunchtime revision sessions, the details 
of which have been communicated to students by their subject teachers. From next week, 
there will also be a weekly after-school homework club for students in any year group who 
would like a quiet place to work or would like some support with their homework. To begin 
with, these weekly sessions will take place each Wednesday from 3.15 pm to 4.15 pm in the 
Library. If the after-school homework club is well attended, we will look at the possibility of 
offering this on other days as well. Students in any year group who are supported by the 
school’s SEN team can also access homework support every lunchtime in F8; this is by 
arrangement with Mrs Elliott, the SENDCO.  

 
Homework recording in planners and on Bromcom/MCAS 
Students are required to bring their planner to school every day and have it on their desk 
throughout every lesson. When homework is set, students will be asked to note down the 
details in their planner. Staff will also record brief details on Bromcom (our school system), 
which parents/carers will then be able to view through the My Child at School (MCAS) app. If 
you have not yet accessed the MCAS app, please do get in contact with your child’s form tutor, 
who will make arrangements for you to be able to log on. 

 
Homework monitoring and intervention 
If students have not completed a piece of homework by the set deadline, staff will record this 
on Bromcom with a ‘homework not done’ code. At times, staff may ask students to remain 
behind at the end of a lesson or return at break or lunchtime to complete the homework with 
their support. Alternatively, they may set a second deadline by which students need to 
complete the work. Failure to attend a break/lunchtime session or to meet the second deadline 
will lead to a ‘homework disrespect’ code. Parents/Carers will be able to monitor the homework 



codes via MCAS. Form tutors will monitor the homework completion of their students across 
all subjects. Where it is clear that there is a problem, they will contact parents/carers to discuss 
how to resolve the issue. If the issue persists, students will be placed on a homework 
intervention programme, which may include compulsory attendance at lunchtime homework 
clubs. We will no longer ask staff to upload a ‘homework completed’ code on to 
Bromcom/MCAS each time a piece of homework is completed, as we would like students to 
see homework completion as a basic expectation. However, where students have gone above 
and beyond with a piece of homework, and shown excellent effort and commitment, this will 
be recognised with a ‘Thirsk Values’ positive point on Bromcom which parents/carers will be 
able to see through the MCAS app. 

 
Departmental approaches to homework 
We do not believe that a ‘one size fits all’ approach to homework is effective. Whereas a 
research-based task may be appropriate for one subject, a memorisation task may be more 
important in another subject. Attached to this letter is a guidance document for each year 
group, 7-11, outlining the kinds of homework tasks students can expect to receive in each 
subject, the purpose of the tasks set, timescales and how students will receive feedback on 
homework. 
 
If you have any questions about our overall approach to homework, please contact me 
directly. If you are concerned about your child’s homework completion, please contact the 
form tutor. If you require more information about homework within a particular subject, 
please contact the subject teacher. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mrs J Dickinson 
Assistant Headteacher 
jo.dickinson@thirskschool.org 
 


