
 

 

December 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
It is time to ‘deck the halls’ again and hopefully look forward to a joyous Christmas. As 
always, we know that Christmas can be a challenging time, as well as a time for celebration – 
there is so much emotion attached to this time of year, be it in the form of memories of 
loved ones or simply being that person who makes sure ‘everyone else’ is having a good 
time! Christmas is a ‘feeling’. This term for me is always the biggest in terms of change. We 
start with the warm days of late summer, through the changing colours of Autumn and 
finally end with the bright lights and sparkle of Christmas. This cycle of change is reflected 
in school life. Our older students embark upon their first set of mock examinations and our 
Year 7 students transition fully into secondary school life. Our young people have made a 
great start to the school year and have embraced all the opportunities available to them, as 
you will see below. 
 
A reminder that it is non-uniform/Christmas attire day on Friday. Payment via Parentpay 
and money collected will be split between Thirsk Community Works and Thirsk Homeless. 
 
It is also our Breakfast Event running on Friday from 8 am until 8.45 am offering a variety of 
hot sandwiches, pastries, fruit, full English and pancakes.  
 
A reminder that school finishes on Friday at 12.30 pm. 

Finally, I hope that you all get a much needed opportunity this year to celebrate with loved 
ones as well as a chance to rest and recharge your batteries. Thank you all for your support 
throughout 2022 and we look forward to continuing to work together in 2023! 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

Kind regards. 
 
Emma Lambden 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Patagonia Challenge 
Some of you may remember that one of our Governors has set himself the unenviable task of cycling 
3000km through Patagonia – any sponsorship welcome via  
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/thirskschoolecochallenge?utm_id=1&utm_term=PrXJEwpgy 
for a ‘green’ project within school such as an outdoor classroom, nature trail etc. It is only fair, 
however, to advise that he is unlikely to meet his ambitious target of 3000km haha! But, see below 
his progress so far. 

• 497km (biked) 
• 15679m climbed (on bike) (16km) (Garmin stat) 
• 50km hiked (too many hills to mention) new location for blisters never encountered before  
• 35 degrees first 2 days and got mild heat stroke (had to lay under a tree until it got cooler)  
• Sandblasted by dust devil and had to cling onto bike a few times 
• Torrential rain and a lot of off-road riding through the lakes area - spectacular  
• Being refused access across the border after a day hike and had to hike out a day.....  
• Met an 84 year old Indiginous Mapuche who is fitter than me with some great stories (Arg) 
• Connected with a media university in el bolson (Arg) during their film festival who are going 

to tell the old man's story through the eyes of young people (MPB camera donated) 
• Connected with Agricultural college (Arg) before crossing the border into Chile 
• Had a meeting with Rewilding Chile and we are trying to set up a meeting with their partner 

school in Chile Chico (MPB camera donation location) 
• Also connected with St Albans college in Buenos Aires who visit UK every 2 years 

 
 
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/thirskschoolecochallenge?utm_id=1&utm_term=PrXJEwpgy


 

 

Music News 
 
It has been a busy first term. The first Music Tour since 2018 went to Belgium during October half 
term. Since the return of this successful tour, Mrs Dickson is now organising a five day residential to 
Germany in February 2024. Musicians, who are part of the choir and the departments instrumental 
ensembles, please see Mrs Dickson for a letter. 

         
 

      
            

 
The choir performed at the opening of Hambleton Crematorium at Maple Park, the string group 
performed at the Christmas Fair at Thirsk Garden Centre and the choir provided the welcome music to 
Celebration of Achievement Evening in school recently - all new members welcome. 
 
 



 

 

Congratulations to Isaac C in Year 9. He has been successful in his application to join the National 
Orchestra for All (NOFA) for its 2023-2024 season. He will be an excellent addition to the orchestra 
specialising in percussion. 
  
We have had a number of Year 7 students starting musical instruments, especially clarinet and 
saxophone, receiving instrumental tuition from our very own Mrs Dickson.  She still has some 
availability. If your child is interested, please get in touch (louise.dickson@thirskschool.org). 
A reminder that instrumental teaching is provided by the County Music Service and our very own Mrs 
Dowell.  https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/school-music-service 
 
Trip to Berlin 
32 Sixth Formers accompanied by Mr Dickson, Miss Leopold and Mr Acheson made a visit to Berlin at 
the end of November. They enjoyed two full days of sightseeing and learned much about the very 
important history of Berlin. Highlights included visits to the Brandenburg Gate, the Reichstag, the Wall 
Memorial, Checkpoint Charlie, GDR museum, the Russian Memorial in Treptow Park and a trip to the 
top of the TV tower. There were also opportunities to do some shopping, visit the Christmas markets 
and sample some German cuisine. The students were fantastic ambassadors for the school.  
 

      
 
English Department 
Thanks to all students who entered our termly creative writing competition. The theme this term was 
Time Travel and what might happen when you travelled back (or forwards) to a specific time. So many 
fantastic ideas from all our students with time travel destinations ranging from visiting the land of the 
dinosaurs, to the 1966 World Cup Final, to poignant stories of seeing loved ones again who are sadly 
no longer with us. These were the winning entries and all got prizes! 
 
Winner: Tiffany H Year 7  
Runners Up:   
Hayden L Year 9, Isabella G Year 11, Harriet W Year 7, Ollie M-G Year 7, Isobelle M-W Year 8 
 
 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/school-music-service


 

 

Special Mentions to the following:  
Leilah L, Adam P, Joshua H, Lewis S, Harry C, Kaitlin M, Lacey H, Megan H, Jessica A, Isla R, Amy 
H, Caitlin P, Johnathan H, Faith S, Jay W, Daisy B, Sophie D, Oscar P-B, Chloe H, Ben S, Kayden W, Eva 
B, Paige B  
 
Hospitality and Catering 
 
Year 11 catering students made and served sweet and savoury scones at the Year 11 Information 
Evening canapés. 

                   
 
A mixture of Year 10 and 11 Hospitality and Catering students worked alongside Year 12 Food Science 
and Nutrition students to create canapes for 300 people attending the recent Celebration of 
Achievement Presentation Evening. They produced, presented and served a selection of sweet and 
savoury canapes which went down a storm. Such a brilliant team effort was show by our kitchen 
brigade. Well done! 
 

     



 

 

Year 12 Food Science and Nutrition students had a visit from Andy from Johnson's of Thirsk who 
created a 3-bird roast with the students. Andy demonstrated the joining of the birds (duck, chicken and 
pheasant in this case) and students created the stuffing and helped him assemble it. Andy talked about 
food provenance, seasonality, coatings and discussed the ins and outs of running a food business! 
Thank you very much to Andy for giving his time to demonstrate his high-level butchery skills and 
answering our questions! 
 

                     
 
Year 12 Food Science and Nutrition students and Year 11 Hospitality and Catering students joined 
forces in an optional after school session to create a chocolate roulade, a perfect festive dessert! This 
high skill level dessert used the whisking method to create a cake base and a chocolate mouse and 
cream filling that involved separating lots of eggs!  
Staff in school will get an opportunity to make a chocolate roulade in a crash course after school this 
week! 

         
 
 
 



 

 

Sporting News 
 
Year 7 and 8 girls recently played friendly games against Cundall Manor in which the Year 7 team ran 
out 7-0 winners and the Year 8 girls narrowly missing out with a 3-2 defeat. Great games played from 
many, including those that only just started attending football practice! Girls’ football training is on a 
Monday night on the Astro turf after school. 
 
Year 8 boys’ cross country team recently came 2nd in the area 
championships. 
The Year 8 girls' team came 1st with a 2nd and 3rd placing in the race 
held in Northallerton. Some excellent running by the students across 
all the Year 7-9 teams, with all eyes on the 8th December for the Area 
trials! Well done. 

 

 

Lost Property 
 
We have a huge amount of lost property which we do not have the space to store – the majority of it 
unmarked – including PE uniform, coats, shoes and trainers. Please send your child along to reception 
to check. Marked uniform is sent back to students, so please make sure we can identify uniform. From 
January, at the end of every month, if uniform has not been claimed, it will be washed and put in our 
second hand uniform section. 


